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By Harrlett Mubhammad '

DEAR HARRIETT: In the Oclober issue, dated the
aoad, your ariicle dealt with the need for unily among the
Negro Lo gel results, I quole “'It will have {0 lake more
csises like the Walts rlot it secems before ordinary cltizens
wil: learn the power of protest."” This was a shocking state-
ment to read in a religlous newspaper, especially MUHAM-
MAD SPEAKS as it has often stated Muslims do not par-

tcipate in violence. »~ -

1 am concerned wilh riots
among the Negro people,
primarlly because I am sad-
Iy aware of the effects it has
on Caucaslans, Whea any
race is threatened with dan-
ger from another, they in-
stinclively become a unit. I
saw gruesome preparalions
of Impending  retaliation,
nad the Watts Incidence
spread beyond the bounda-
ries of Waltls,

Determination and I
¢are you™ attitude was
frightfully in evidence—the
Neproes involved would
kave been annthilated. So if
you and your rellgion love
and value the lives of your
people. this unkindly state-
mens would be retracted. |
Miss M.K. Hollywood, Calil.

DEAR MISS MK.—Ifall
see anything “‘unkind"” or
“shocking'" aboutl my state-
ment, consequenily no rea-
=on %o retract it. It was a
personal opinion o which I
am entitled, and was based
en events that have hap-
pened In the past. The truth
can be very palnful to those
who don't want and refuse to
accept it (For the benefit of
tose who didn’t read Lhe ar-
tcle In question) It con-
cermed a mother of teen-
agers who wanted 0 know
. Wwhat she as a responsible
cliizen could do to fight the
dope syndlcales operating In
Los Angeles, as she had
been glven the run-around
by local officigls,

1 CITED SEVERAL let-
ters and incldents that I
have knowledge of {n which
the individual efforts of a
few crusaders-against-crime
were thwarted by officlals
and legal red tape. Then, I
*Uggested  the power of
Eroup action. You have tak-
7 1his one statement out of
context and have tried to
mn'a louchdown,

We Musitms do not advo-
€ate viclence as a means of

Rt

getuing freedom, justice and
cquality, as we are Quite
aware of the counter atiack
that you mentioned. This is
one reason why we were not
involved In the riots. You,
can rest assured that we
would not be 50 stupid as 10
start & fight if we didn't
have equal or better odds of
winning.

SO UNTIL SUCH is the
case, relax as you have no,
logical ' reason to fear vio-
lence from us or violence ad- |
vocated by us. i

- Although I do not go along | ¢

with the Wattls rioters, it is
my conlention that the riotl
DID have  a psychological
effect on Negroes. If good
can ever come from bad —
this is the case.

The Watts people and Ne-
groes all over on the grass
roots level have been con-
stanlly and consistently Ig-
nored and denled a REAL
chance to rise above their
economic conditions. They
nad not previously gained
much by talking to ard pro-
testing to the white pow-
er structure, Apathy Erows,
{nsult is added to injury, and
they exploded.

All this had to happen
though before W.ASP,
Americans realjzed thal
here were Negroes 10 whom
they had better pay some at-
tention. They realized this
only after they had been hit
where they hurt the most
(in the pocketbook) and only
when there was a real threat
to thelr lives.

BUT THE Ncgroes were
for the first \ime treated as
if they were real people to
be dealt with, This is what
was good psychologically —
that the black “‘boy' became
a black “man."

But If neither people learn

from this crisis, 1t
will happen agaln, and not
only I believe this — many

| others do also.

Again I say, this is my
opinion and I will not retract
it because YOU find it
“Shocking.”” Maybe that's
what you need. I do love my
people and find your last
statement a bit absurd to
say the least.

Something on your mind?
Write and tell me about it.
Harriett Muhammad
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Los Angeles, Calif. 90024
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