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Rips Book as ‘Tragic Slur
on Black Hero Nat Turner

THE CONFESSIONS OF NAT TURNER by William Styron
Random House, publishers; New York City -
428 pgs. $6.85

By Prescott Press |

William Styron has committed one of the most vicious
literary crimes against black Americans in his latest novel,
THE CONFESSIONS OF NAT TURNER.

HE IIAS taken one of our

national unsung black heroes| The result Is that Nat Turner
and deliberately turned him| pecomes the figment of Sty-
into {1} a religlous fanatic|ron's {magination, embel-
and {2) a coward having|lished with the white man's
nomosexual tendencies with|prejudices and preconceived
a passion for a woman he|potions—now diseredited —
xilled during the revolt, about black people.

The tragedy of this 428-
page mnovel doesn’t stop| ORDINARILY, this could
there. Mr. Styron had the|be shrugged off as just
«all to write this plece about|another slur against black
Nzt Turner in the first per-; Americans. But the tragedy
son. Styron, a white man|is that many Americans, es-
borm in the South—ihe grand-| pecially whites, will aceept
son of slave owners—dares| this fiction lightly laced with
tu attempt to put himself injsome truth as historical faet.
the shoes of a black slave. People everywhere should

This is unadulterated non-{ have the facts—before, dur-
sense because no white man,|ing and after—about Nat
born in the South or the|Turner's revolt against
North, can presume to think|naked horror of slavery in
and act llke a black man.' Ameriea,
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