= even though they were poles aparnt
litical views.
sain's diplomats in Wishington do
& count among Embassy Row’s real
. gers, €Ven though_Frucm;m will en-
.o annual entertainment allowance
§96,000. Disliking cockul parties.
£ _efers dinners for a score of guests
- fewer, a custom that will not de-
8- the cachet that \\";uhingl_un_\'u-
¢ has always attached o |n§|l;llmux
ed with the lion and unicorn ot
As a man who professes 1o
E ;nost of all “lurking round the
5es of politics.” Ambassador Freeman
found to find plenty of entertainment
antium-on-the-Potomac.

RACES

: Original Black Capitalists

recent years, the mulitant Black
movement has been saddled with
fakely fierce image. Fear of the sect
sz magnified four years ago when Mal-
o X, a New York adherent turned
gostate, was murdered. Manv viewed
#: killing as Muslim vengeance. The
afs aura of violence was enhanced
iythe fiery rhetoric of the organization’s
kder, Elijah Muhammad. who often
adigated Caucasians as “white devils.™
Despite this fearsome fagade. howev-
4, the Muslims have always been the
toargeoisie of the black militant move-
=l Today, the sect’s 39 years of dog-
&d adherence to the notion of “build
Hak, buy black™ is paying dividends.
Tee Muslims have become the nation's
ing exponents of “black capitalism™

~2Nixonian term that they despise.
Indeed, Muhammad. now 71. seems
5 kave mellowed. Instead of inflaming
2 passions, Muhammad (born Eli.
oole) is busily investing Muslim
he @t § 9Ky His energies are totally con-
’ "Htated on building a Muslim-owned

finuncial empire that some dayv. he pre-
dicts. will lead to a separate, self-suf-
ficient “Black Islam nation™ within the
continental United States.

South Side Holdings. While invest-
ment has alwavs been a basic tenet ot
the movement. Muhammad savs: TWe
didn’t have the money to 2o into busi-
ness until now.” Last year the Muslims
sank an estimated $6,000.000 in busi-
nesses and real estate. two-thirds of it
in Chicago. where the sect is based.
Savs Muhammad: “Qur zoal this year
IS ten times that amount.” Few hlack
businessmen  believe  that they will
achieve this figure. but even if they dou-
bie their investment nexi vear. it will
be & remarkable performance.

In Chicago’s South Side ghetto. the
organization owns a wirehouse. apart-
ment houses. two bakeries. a clothing
store. two restaurants and two super-
markets where produce is sold bearing
the sect’s “Your™ label. Much of the pro-
duce comes from a 1,000-acre Muslim-
owned farm in Cassopolis, Mich_. which
has dairy cows and 10.000 laving hens.
Another 1.400-acre Muslim farm is lo-
cated in Albany. Ga. Says Muhammad-
“What we have in mind is to purchase.
wherever we can. better farm lands for
our people. where they can grow their
own food. We are scouting the South-
wesl for land.”

Lovely Service. In Cleveland. the sect
owns a string of stores with Interesting
names. among them “The Shabazz Ko-
sher Market.” “The Kaaba Haberdash.
ery” und “Omar’s Ice Cream Parlor.™
In Washington, D.C.. where the move.
ment has been active for 30 vears. the
Muslims own a bakerv. a barber shop.
a restaurant. a cleaning establishment
and a printing office.

In the past. most funds have come
from the members themselves. who con-
tribute up 1o 10% of their annual in-
come. Now the Muslims are looking
for other sources of income and are try-
Ing to negotiate a 320 million loan
from various banks. Some of this mon-
ey will be used for additional business in-
vestment. and one-third of it will be
spent 1o “revitalize” the 47 schools the
eCl operates across the country. no-
tably the 37-vear-old University of Islam
in Washington.

In running their enterprises. the Mus-
lims pav as much attention 10 efficien-
¢V as to ideology. While they always
trv 1o place a member in a Muslim-
owned business. they will not hesitate
to hire non-Mushms for key positions
in which technical skills are needed.

As a result. the businesses run smooth-
Iy. The two restaurants in Chicago. for
example. offer service that is better than
average for the area. and their stan-
dard of cleanliness is considerably high-
er than that of most. Even this does
not satisfy the fastidious Muslims. “For-
give us for any past disservice in these
two establishments.” said a recent ad
in the Muslim newspaper Muhammad
Speaks. “Soon we will have the proper
laborers who will give vou proper and
lovely service.”

LOS ANGELES

Showdown for a Showboater

Eight volatile vears as mavor of Los
Angeles have taught Sam Yorty that
power is not one of the perquisites of
his office. The ramshackle 1925 charter
of the nation’s third largest city so splits
authority between mavor and council
that neither enjoys effective command.
All the same. Yorty. now 39. has en-
joved himselfl hugely as mavor. He has
served as the city's master of ceremonies
and junkcleer-cxtr;:ordinar_\', At the drop
of an airline ticket. Sam has been able
to discover municipal business requiring
his presence in 15 countries.

A sometime Democrat who is usu-
ally at odds with his own party. Yorty
was elected in 1961 after stirring up a po-
litical storm out of a vexatious city or-
dinance that obliged housewives to sep-
arale empty tin cans from the rest of
their garbage. Since then. he has some-
times busied himself with loftier matters
—but not often. Last week. for in-
stance. he made news of a sort by
hoisting the flag of Estonia over city
hall to commemorate the onetime Bal.
tic republic’s independence 51 YEurs ago
(it has been occupied by the Sowviers
since 1940).

No Contributions. Now. however. s
Yorty seeks a third term in the all-
party preliminary election on April 1.
his showboating ways are being chal-
lenged. Appropriately. the principal
threat comes from another showman.
Deep-voiced local TV Newscaster Bax-
ter Ward, 49. who quit his job at sta-
ton KABC 1o run. 1s the leader in u
motley field of 14 would-be mavors,
who include a model who prizes her
Irish brogue us an electoral usset. an
X-ray technician. a former hasketball
coach. and the producer of Yorty’s own
television show until it went off the air
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YORTY UNDER CAMPAIGN SIGN
Suffering from associates




