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i The Story Of Timbuctoo's
) Astounding Civilization
serter ﬂf Muslim :Leamiug‘ In Ancient
Africa, Respected Throughout World

By JOHN HENRIK CLARKE [one of the great scholars of the

. Western Sudan.

When Ibn Buttuta. the great | Thore was a time when the
i Arab traveler and writer, visited | main roads in Africa led to Tim-
i Timbuctoo in the year of 1853, £buctoo. Mansa Musa, the famous
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Timbuctoo lived in a i antbeb&ckkmgswho t

society
where university life was highly
and olars were be-

held with reverence.

In the vears when Timbuctoo
was the great intellectual nucle- |
us of the Songhay
rican =wcholars were enjoying a
renaisance that was known and
respected throughout most of
Africa and in parts of Europe.
At this period in African history, !
the University of Sangore was |
the educational capital of the |
Western Sudan. In his book,
“Timbucteo the Mysterious,” Fe

lx DuBeis gives us the following |
picture:

Empire. Af-

Abu Bekr EI-Tourti, the found-
er of the Askia dynasty and the
bailder of the greatest days of
the Empire. He was
borm on an island in the Niger
River. He was a full-blooded
black from a family of high
status,

As he grew up, he joined the
army of Sonni Ali, then King of
Sanghay. In time he rose tobe
a general and was later made
Prime Minister. As Prime Minis-
ter he served for nearly 30 years
and was a most able assiStant and

as the title of his dynasty. He be-
came the first and the greatest
of the Askias who
Timbuctos and the Songhay Em-
pire. His dynasty lasted approxi-
mately 100 years and was de-
stroyed by the Moorish invasion
in the year 1592

The German writer, Henry
Barth, who spent some months
in Timbuctoo in the middlé of

ruled over

lumbus was discovering Ameri-
ca. He died when Henry VIII was
still on the English throne, 50
years before the defeat of the
Spanish Armanda and 200 years
before the first British settle-
ment in Australia.
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in their sojourns in the foreign rican history. It was Senni Ali being a great soldier, Moham- y

universities of Fez, Tunis, and
Caire; they astounded the most
learmned men of Islam by their
erndition.
That these Negroes were on a
level with the Arabian savants
is proved by the fact that they
were installed as professors in
Morocco and in Egypt. In con-
trast ts this, we find that the
Arabs were not always equal
{o the requirements of the San-
kamore.”
Auther of Note
Ahmed Baba. one of the out-
standing scholars of this period, |
stands out as a brilliant example |
of the sweep of Sudanese erudi- |
ton. An author of more than 40
books on such diverse themes as
theology, astronomy, ethology,
and biography, Baba was a schol-
ar of great depth and inspiration.
He was in Timbuctoo when it
was invaded by Moroccans in
1592, and he protested against
ir occupation of the country.

the maost conspicuous, was only
s Pl s b ke e i

IN YOUR CITY,
TOWN OR VILLAGE

WE ARE THERE

YOUR GOQDS, PRODUCTS
or SERVICE in "
MUHAMMAD - SPEAKS
.- Mational Newspaper

his-sold'in every major city -
i Hhdi

who took the city of Timbuctoo
from the rival kingdom of Meli

«after it had passed inte the hands

of the Tuaregs, the strange veiled
warriors of the desert.

Sonni  Ali pushed his con-
quests uniil his empire extend-
ed from west to east some 200
miles from the Atlantic QOcean

was bounded on the Guif
of Guinea and in the north hy

| the slopes of the Atlas Moun-
© tains in Morocco.

ALl DROWNS

In 1492, (the vear Columbus
discovered America). Sonni Al
was  drowned, returning from
a successful campaign against
the Fulani people. His son, who
succeeded him, was weak and in-
experienced. Mohammed Abu
Bekr rose up against him and
seized the vacant throne.
The sisters of the deposed
king, hearing of this and resent.-
in'grit, cried out, “Askia! Usurp-
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med Abu Bekr was one of the
greatest civil administrators
who ever lived.

Man of Affairs

of Africans who have been com-
petent men of affairs, for in his
day the University of Sankore
in Timbuctoo became the center

Books, in those days before
printing was invented, had to be
written and copied by hand.

the Great, died in the year of
1538 when he was nearly 100
years of age, He had ascended
the throne when Christopher Co-
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