T ——

e g,

NOVEMBER, 1959




There are many controversies arising out of the growth
of the Moslem organization in the United States. Many
people are ignorant of the facts about the group. SEPIA
herewith gives an objeclive story about the organization, what
it is, what it docs and what its objectives are. SEPIA'S
editors do not condemn or indorse this organization but are
merely presenting the facts.
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MR. MUHAMMAD
AND HIS
FANATIC MOSLEMS?

An unbiased report on the man who would
‘throw Christianity into the garbage can’

HE NAME ELIJAH MUHAMMAD has a special meaning in America
today, and that meaning depends largely upon who you are. what you
are, and where you are,

Mention the name Elijah Muhammad to the police chiels of any city
where he has had a gathering and they will at once think of a slightiy-
built, somewhat gentle-looking but strong-faced man whose incendiary
preachings and explosively vadical teachings are capable of attracting
6,000 to 10,000 Negro followers whenever and wherever he chooses.

But since Mr. Muhammad's followers — estimated at 200,000 and
upward Moslems scattered throughout every major urban avea in the
country — are strictly peaceful law-abiding folk, there is little the police
chiefs can do other than the mere routine of assigning policemen to wateh
over thelr activities — just in case something does happen.
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‘A purveyor of cold, black hatred,” a
national magazine called Muhammad

ALK ABOUT ELIJAH MUHAMMAD and his Moslems to a

preacher, a priest or a rabhi and he instantly recalls the
copper-colored little man who has holdly told as many as 10.000
Negroes in a packed auditorium, arena or church, that HChris-
tianity, as we know it, after 100 years of experience in it, is not
a unifying veligion for the durker people. Chyistianity is a
white man’s religion. All we can do is throw Christianity into
the garbage can and then use the can as a weapon to fight hack
with.”

To America’s Negro leaders, My, Mubhammad is a menacing
thorn in their sides who keeps prodding his followers with stale.
ments that tell how the white men . . . make fouls and Unele
Torns out of all of our educated professional class of people with
a false show of social equality.” e does not approve of the Ne-
gro’s fight for integration. hut advocates complete separation
of the Negro from the white race, and urges Negroes (0 hecome
economically independent of whites,

“In this enlightened world of today.” he once said, “the
slavemasters’ (white man’s)  Tom. hoot-lickers, and stool
pigeons we can not use, and must weed them out from among
us as other nations have and stil] are doing. They are the hold-
back of owr progress among us. Remove them or isolate them
and enjoy success. We have a lew who are being puid to Keep
the enemies well informed of all we say. One dlay they will
be out . .7

For the federal government, especially the F.B.L. the name
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Elijah Mubammad has a very special meaning which dates back

fo his earlier vears in Chicago when he first established head-
(uarters there and proceeded to preach against the “white

man's war,” and draft registration in World War 1L

A eonscientions ohjector, he subsequently spent several years
in the federal pricon at Milan, Mich., where he kept himself
busy by converting a large number of prisoners over to his
Maslem religious heliofs, Oddly enough, all of his followers
know ahout his prison record, and the prison records of other
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lead the writings of any white news reporter who has ever
smptedd to cover a gathering starring this mysteriously popu-
coman the baired all white reporters for New York newspa-
| fromy Bz hig meeting at that city’s St. Nicholas Arena in
Taly of this vear), and you will get still another angle on the
meaning and purpose of Flijah Muhammad.

Time magazine, for example, referred to him as “a pur-
vevor of ... cold, black hatred.” The news magazine somberly
warned the nation that “Muhammad’s virulent anti-American-
ism and anti-Semitism, plus his elite corps of dark-suited
voung ‘honor guards’ has lifted him well heyond the run-of-the
street crackpot Negro nationalist groups.”

Another news weeklv, U. S, News and World Report, re-
ported that “Muhammad tells his listeners the white man is the
‘greatest drunkard, greatest seducer, greatest murderer, great-
est adulterer, greatest deceiver on earth’ Negroes are

Working on lessons, girl Moslem pupils at
like that worn by adult Moslems. School mans

school wear attire just
courses rpen to students.

promised that they will soon gain control of New York City —
and that ‘white rule’ in the U. S, will be overthrown hy 1970.”

In answer to this charge. Malcom X, a top Moslem leader
in New York City, stated flatly, “We don’t discriminate against
whites. But there is no white man a Moslem can trust.”

But to those thousands of Moslems who are reported to be
devout followers of this controversial leader, his name sym-
bolizes a “Black Moses” whose coming was prophesied, ther
claim, in several places in the Bible. They point to Chapter 3 in
Malachi, which says “Behold, 1 will send my messenger, and he
shall prepare the way hefore me.” In Chapter 4 of Malachi they
say there is justification for the coming of Elijah Muhammad
in the fifth verse, which states, “Behold. I will send vou Elijah
the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of
the Lord.”

The Moslems deny that Mr, Muhammad is a preacher of
hate and black supremacy, and insist they are a religious group
—not an organization of fanatics. They maintain his critics
have twisted his teachings so as to arouse public sentiment
against My, Muhammad, and that he teaches hlack heritage —
not Dblack supremacy.

AMr. Muhammad, they further explain, believes Negroes
should have a thorough knowledge of “self.” His contention is
that they have a long and proud history that all should know,
but which has not been taught in our schools and not written in
our history hooks. They strive to maintain a high standard in
obedience, submission and kindness as a characteristic of their
veligion. It is not strange to hear an older Moslem say to a
much younger man, “Yes sir” or “No. sir.”" In dealing with their
own members and outsiders no matter what racial origin or
hackground, My, Muhammad insists t his followers carry
out their polite manners ‘in all conversation, or contact.
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‘Tm not afraid of jail. When it comes to giving the truth to Negroes, jail

THE RECITATION of these historic facts about Negroes by

My, Muhammad and his followers, according to one Moslem
source, has been done with so much enthusiasm that some people
have misinterpreted these recitations as the teaching of black
supremacy.

When discussing past, present and future events, the
Moslems back up their claims with generous references to the
Bible. They use the 15th Chapter and 13th verse in Genesis to
explain their belief that Negroes were destined to be held in
bondage in the United States for 400 years of “suffering and
affliction.”

The Biblical verse actually states, “And he said unto
Abram, know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a
land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall
afflict them four hundred years.” While his critics charge that
Mr, Muhammad and his Moslems are off in their calendar cal-
culations, and accuse them of interpreting the Bible to their
own advantage, the Moslems believe the Genesis passage refers
directly to the Negro's forced arrival here as slaves almost 400
vears ago. and that the Negro's 100 vears of suffering under
the “white devil’s” rule are about to end.

Who is Elijah Muhammad, and where did he come from?
Born October 7, 1897 at Sandersville, Ga., Elijah Muhammad’s
real name is Elijah Poole, and he was the son of a Baptist min-
ister who eventually moved his family to Detroit.

According to the story Mr. Muhammad tells his followers,
he became the “messenger” or Elijah Muhammad one historic
day when a Fard Muhammad met him and revealed himself to
be “Allah on earth.” It was this Fard Muhammad, the Moslems
claim, who chose Elijah Poole as the “messenger” mentioned in
Chapters 3 and 4 in Malachi, one of the shortest books in the
Bible, Dropping the name Poole, which he describes as “white
slavemaster name,” he adopted the spiritual surname of Mu-
hammad.

Today he is the most talked-about and controversial relig-
ious leader in the United States. This is chiefly because his re-
ligious views are at once at odds with the majority of the
church denominations in the country, inasmuch as he teaches
an anti-Christian doctrine.

Among Negroes there are those who admit there is some
merit in many of the things he says, but they also hasten to add
the familiar line: “But I don’t agree with everything he says.”

One Chicago businessman said, “When Mr. Muhammad
urges Negroes to build up solid economic holdings in the com-
munity, I agree with him 100 per cent. But I can’t go along
with some of his other ideas.”

A Philadelphia lawyer’s comment was, “He’s merely trying
to give the Negro the education and understanding, strictly
from an economic point of view, that the Jew has been getting
and using for centuries. It would be a tough job. but organiz-
ing the Negro’s financial intelligence into one solid buying power
would be a good thing, We don't stick together and pool our
capital as other groups do.”

In Los Angeles, a real estate broker’s comment was, "I
don’t know too much about the other things they want, but if
they can get colored people to support colored business 100 per
cent, I wouldn’t be able to count all the money I'd make selling
houses.”

A Hartford, Conn., man said “. . . if they (the American
Negroes) want hetter schools, good jobs and homes they should
follow the leadership of Elijah Muhammad. We need to turn to
Elijah Muhammad, for he is telling the Negro to unite hecause
unity is the key to their freedom.”

From Nashville, Tenn., came a strong anti-Muhammad
statement which said, “Under the guise of religious teachings
this writer (referring to Elijah Muhammad’s column, “Mr. Mu-
hammad Speaks,” which appears weekly in the Pittsburgh
Courier newspaper) invites Negroes to join a nationalism that
has no relevancy to the aspiration of Negroes in America.
Therefore this writer does the race a disservice. Also, his
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looks like the Waldorf-Astoria,” he says

blanket condemnation of ali that is white, and on occasion
Chiristian, does not win any friends for us.

Personally T find his column rvepulsive and full of half-
dthat it tends to “divide an alveady divided Negro
ommunity along veligious and elass lines.”

But perhaps the most widely quoted statement on the Mos-
ems and My, Muhammad came from Edwin C, Berry, director
of Chicago's Urban League. “A guy like this Moslem leader,”
=l Rervy, “makes a lot more sense than I do to the man in
the street who' getting his teeth kicked out, I have a sinking
leeling that Flijah Muhammad is verv significant.”

Whether or not My, Muhammad significant, the import-
ant thing is that his beliefs and his mushrooming followers are
strangely different hut challenging phenomena on the Ameri-
can scene. Ie is growing, and becoming more powerful in in-
fluence almost daily,

Before he was sent to the federal prison in 1942 for refus-
ing to allow himself to be drafted into the armed services, he
had just four temples. In 1957, just 10 years after his release
from prison in 1917, there were 30 temples, each strategically
located in an urban center teeming with Negroes.

Those people he fails to reach with his voice, or through
his widely read column in the Pittsburgh Courier, he reaches
through a thoroughly efficient and smooth public relations
staff. The Moslems have a way of making the kind of news
that sells newspapers.

They have their own “circulation man” who has charge of
the distribution and selling of the nationally cireulated Courier,
the Los Angeles Herald Dispatch, and the New Jersey Herald
News — three papers which generously feature Moslem news.
The Moslems claim that they =ell around 50.000 copies of the
Courier each week themselves,

Their ultimate goal is to “Awaken, unite, elevate our people
here in America, and qualify ourselves as a nation of our own,
where we can enjov freedom, justice and equality, wisdom,
nnderstanding, food, clothing and shelter — in other words, a
lieaven on earth.” Those are the words of Maleolm X, the dy-
namic New York Moslem leader.

However, the Moslems regard their two universities (Uni-
versity of Islam), one in Chicago and the other in Detroit, and
their thriving husiness enterprises as their biggest achieve-
ments so far,

Discipline is an important thing in Mr. Muhammad’s relig-
ious kingdom. Thuse who are visiting one of his temples for
the first time are ustally surprised to see hundreds of voung
men who ave all neatly shaved, carefully and conservatively
Bad i dark suits, and not smoking cigarettes, pipes or cigars.

ihammad asks his followers to give up such
acen,alerhol.—and - even nareoties.  Moslems

Aren and emphasize cleanliness. The women dress
andse no lipstick or excessive make-up. The religion
Tanyman or woman to have sexual relations with a per-

- whom he or she is not married. Fornication and adultery
St tolerated.
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MOSLEMS continued
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DI\'ORCL IS SANCTIONED by the Moslems. Although they

teach that every effort should be made to protect and save
a marriage, no effort is made to prevent a couple from divore-
ing when it is known that all attempts to save the marriage
have heen tried and failed.

But, as put by one Moslem leader, “The Moslem hushand’s
duties to a Moslem wife are so strictly enforced that seldom do
conditions that usually lead to divorce in most homes lead to a
divorce in a Moslem home.”

When asked to explain what is meant by the “Moslem” or
“Muslim,” and the difference between the two, Malcolm X had
this answer:

“Islam is a verbal noun,” he said, “meaning to submit or
surrender to the divine supreme being whose proper name is
Allah. The past participle of ‘submit’ or Islam is Muslim. Mus-
lim means one who has submitted himself to the divine su-
preme being, or Allal. The word Moslem is the English spell-
ing and pronunciation of the word Muslim.”

The Moslems have secret codes of communication which
are not made known to outsiders. However there is one inter-
nationally known Arabic greeting, known to followers of the
Moslem religion whether in Africa or Harlem. That greeting
is the expression ‘“‘As-Salaam-Alaikum,” which means “peace he
unto you.” The courteous reply to this is “Wa-Alaikum-Sa-
laam,” meaning “and peace be unto you.”

This softly spoken phrase can often be heard at Moslem
gatherings throughout the United States.

Among the many Moslem beliefs that puzzle Christians ix
the teaching that there is no spiritual or “spooky” “hereafter,”
and that their “heaven on earth” idea is more important, A
Moslem looks at the word “hereafter” as two distinet woids
that make up one compound word that consists of the word
“here” and the word “after.” They will frankly teil vou that
when a person is dead, he is dead, and that is all. But regard-
ing the “hereafter,” they believe that the “here” iz a geo-
graphical term meaning ieaven will be set up by God right
here on this earth — “after” He has destroved the “cdevil.”

Probably the most controversial point in the Moslem doc-
trine is the strbngly believed and espoused contention that after
Armageddon (the time designated Biblically as the end of the
world), there will he no whites — and that only then will there
be any brotherhood upon the earth.

“Where you have people not of one kind,” said Minister
Maleolm X “that’s not brotherhood.”

My, Elijah Muhammad, on the other hand, had a different
approach in his Pittshurgh column, when he blasted the “rob-
bers” of the Negro's “mentally dead carcass.” He wrote, “It is
a shame and a sin on the robbers of my people. I find robbers
of them from black, brown, yellow, red, and white races. They
come from all walks of life, from the gamblers and dope
peddlers to the religious leaders of all faiths and their members,
even to the weak Muslims of America and Asia, not to mention
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Malcolm X, the New York leader of the
is a tall, slender man with
miss anything,

Now 34, he has had a very unusual life since he was born
Maleolm Little May 19, 1925, at Omaha.

The son of a Baptist preacher, Malcolm X's bitter feelings
toward the whites and Christianity began finding their way
into his life when he was 6. "My father wax a race man,” he
said with a deep, resonant voice. “A Garvevite — a little too
outspoken for Lansing, Mich., where we moved when 1 was a
child. T remember waking up in my room hack in 1 and see-
ing the house on fire. The firemen came and just sat there
without making any effort to put one drop of water on the fire.
The fire burned down the store that my father was building.

Moslenm movement.
deep-sel serious eves Uat ravely

“A typical Garveyite, he was making his first ~lon toward
economic independence by huilding his own store. At 1
we were the only Negroes in the block. Then two yeas
my father was found with his head hashed and hi-
mangled under a streetcar.”’

A Muhammad follower since 1947, Malcolm X e
interrupted education soon after he hecunie @ Mo
have learned has been from the Islamic i
hammad,” said this proud Mozlem leade

Admitting that Time magazine was vight TGV
had a prison record, Mr, X said, “Yesg, [ am \xlmt \uu would call
an ex-convict. T am not ashamed of Uhis hecause it was all done
when I was a part of the white man's Christian world. As a
Moslem I would never have done these awful things that caused
me to go to prison.”

An indication of how closely attached the Moslems are to
their leader is shown in Malcolm X's confession that he feels
Mr. Muhammad's life “is more precious than mine. Should
someone attempt to assassinate or do harm to him, T'd like to be
near so that I can shield him from the bullet with my hody, He
has done so much for me.”

A powerfully clannish group that will not turn their backs
on a brother or sister in trouble, the Moslems can, within a few
minutes, organize into a silent and orderly group in an

emergency. An example of this occurred not so long ago in
Brooklyn when a white policeman “carrvied out an unprovoked
assault upon a Moslem woman whose hushand was being

questioned in connection with an alleged rape.”

A few minutes after word of the couple’s arrest was flashed
to Moslems in other parts of New York, around 300 Moslems
led by Maleolm X were at the police station, quietly and politely
ing that justice be given to their member

At the station the white woman who had accused the Mos-
lem brother of rape said the Moslem was not the man, once she
saw him under the hright lights. The couple were dismissed.
after heing charged with “third-degree assault,” which the Mos-
lems say was a “trumped-up” charge to cover up a false arvest.

Tn their temples, where most of the activity takes place
hefore and after meetings or discussions, every session is closed
with this bit of Moslem instruction: “Do nothing to anyhody
that you would not want them to do to vou. Never be the
aggressor, but always defend yourself when attacked.”

Artist’s sketch of a new school being planned by Meslems. Edueation of
their own young is one of the big objectives of the fullowers of Muhammad.
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