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‘Why, At Times, | Refused
To Cooperate With Malcolm’

(The third of a [our-part series to be concluled next week)
By Abdul Basit Naeem

As I stated in my article in last week’s issue of MU-
HAMMAD SPEAKS, I had reasons for refusing to cooperate
with the late Malcolm X in such matters as appearing with
him on his lectures at universities and on radio and televi-

sion interviews.
all instances.
for each specific occasion.

Let us take, first of all, the
famed Mike Wallace TV pro-
gram (produced several
years ago) called “The Hate
That Hate Produced ., ., " I
had refused to have any-
thing to do with it because
the idea of this program
originated not with the pro-
ducers but with an “ambi-
tious’' American Muslim (of
West Indies background)
known at the time to be
avowedly hostile to the Hon-
orable Elijah Muhammad.
It was he, according to my
information, who had ap-
proached and, with the help
of “mutual friends in the
networks," persuaded Mr,
Wallace to produce the tele-
cast—whose original script,
incidentally, was supposed
to have included a lengthy
“anti - Muhammad tirade''
volunteered by the “rival
Muslim leader."

The Messenger’'s adver-
sary had hoped to gain,
through the Wallace expose,
“much public sympathy'' for
his own Islamic propagation
movement. He had specu-
lated, I belleve, that even if
the program failed to gener-
ate any support for his or-
ganization, it would ‘‘un-
doubtedly cause {rreparable
damage to the mission of the
Honorable Elijah Muham-
mad and hasten the doom of

These were not necessarily identical in
I shall, therefore, mention specific reasons

this racist movement . , .
Thus, it is that while Brother
Malcolm gave enthusiastic
approval to the Wallace
project and eagerly cooper-
ated with the show’s respon-
sible staff, I, for one, re-
mained totally disinterested
—and doubtful that the tele-
cast, as projected, would ac-
tually benefit the Muslims'
cause. I was not prepared,
therefore, to participate in a
program which, in my con-
sldered judgment, was likely
to do more harm than good
to the “young and precious’
Nation of Islam in Amerlca.

A SECOND SPECIFIC In-
stance I recall was when
Brother Malcolm invited me
to come along with him to
appear at a serfes of talks
he was scheduled to deliver
at several eastern university
campuses. On this particular
occasion, I simply asked
the brother Minister to *'. . .
first secure for me the nec-
essary approval of the Hon-
orable Messenger,"” (This
was, I confess, my own spe-
cial way of ascertaining
whether or not Brother Mal-
colm was actually keeping
his leader and teacher, the
Honorable Elijah Muham-
mad, fully informed of his
various 'non-ministerial’’
undertakings.) As far as I

know, Malcolm never made
that call in my behalf . . . In
fact, he never touched that
subject again, though we
mel a number of times dur-
ing the weeks that followed.

On another occasion, I re-
member, Malcolm X gave
me a batch of newspapers—
or rather, student publica-
tions issued by some of the
schools he had visited as a
guest speaker. Each of these
contained a report on his
“local’’ appearance and a
few excerpts from his
speech Brother Malcolm
asked me if I would consider
preparing an article describ-
ing his “‘lecture tour' based
on the write-ups in the said
publications and send it
(*on your own') to MU-
HAMMAD SPEAKS. Curious
to examine those student
newspapers at length, I ac-
cepted the assignmert and
told Brother Malcolm that
I would try to oblige him.

As I began to work on his
material a few days later,
however, 1 couldn't help but
notice that practically all the
write-ups glorified “Mr. X"
and mentioned little or
(comparatively) nothing of
the very source of his knowl-
edge, eloquence and art of
persuasion — the Honorable
Elijah Muhammad. Realiz-
ing, thus, that my brother
Minister's assignment con-
stituted a severe Imposition,
I decided not to go through
with it, . . .

IT SO HAPPENED that
the day I was to see Brother
Malcolm about this matter
—I was to meet him, by
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