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By Harriett

Muhammed

DEAR HARRIETT: I'm very disturbed about a ru.
mor that Indirectly involves me. Il's about a could-be
scandal that you always think of as happening to the

“‘other person.'’

I have heard, in the small
town I live in, that my cous-
in, has started prostituting.
I don't exactly know how lo
take this—whether I should
g0 to her or call a family
conference or what, I hesi-
{ate to discuss it much be-
cause my grandmother is
quitc old and this kind of
thing may cause ber 1o be-
come !ll. Nevertheless, it
hurts that this is happening
in my family.

This is not the problem-of
a juveniie delinquent as she
i1s almost 22 now. %

—MISS MORTIFIED

DEAR MISS MORTIFIED:
If you want lo help your
cousin, move cautlously. I
you offend her you may
cause her 1o erect a mental
wall between you. A

As It stands, you don't
know whether this is a ru-
mor or is the truth, 50 until
you are sure do not react as
if it were true, You probably
know what type of person
your cousin 15 — whether
or not you can talk confiden-
tally with her or whether
she would cut you off and
take offense. If you ¢an win

;| her confldence and the ru-
mor IS true, you are In a
better position to find out
iwhat 15 behind this rccent
development (and if youcan't
maybe somecone clse in the

.|famlly can).

And, as you sald—she Is
not a juvenile and If she is
In need of reform and re:
jects it—you can do nothing.

| DEAR HARRIETT: I fcel
you can give me somec ad-
vice about what to do. My
ex-husband and I have been
divorced for three years, but
|we live together with our six

children. He gives me and
the children just about ev.
erything that we want and
he is buying a house for us.

However, he has not asked
me to remarry him—do you
think that he has forgoiten
that we were divorced? Do
you think I.should remind
him that we¢ are not mar.
ried?

—EX-WIFE, Atlanta, Ga.

DEAR EX;WIFE: It could
be that he hal forgotten you
were divorced—then it could
be, far from forgetting, he
remembers how expensive
and . time-consuming a di-

vorce can be. If the former
is the case, a simple remind.
Ing him of the facts should
bring the expecled results.
1f the latter is the case —
you've got work to do.

If your ex-husband IS hes-
ftating o remarry you be-
cause he anticlpates another
breakup In the future, then
it won't do for you fo siart
feeling your cherrios and
jump bad. After six children,
I'm sure you know your hus-
band, 80 use the approach
you think is-best in order to
get your message through.
Remember—the goal ks that
powerlul plece of paper that
can make your co-habilaiing
legally acceptabié—can give
you and your ¢hildren secur-
ity — can give you meorc
peace of mind, and if at first
you don’t succeed don't let 1t
be sald that YOU acci
?emally-on-purposo ‘'forgot”’

00,

Something on your mind?
Write and tell me about it,
Harriett NMuhammad
2405 W, 18th Street
Los Angeles, California 90019
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