770 Park Road ;
Washington, D. C: 20010
Dear Brother Ibrahim Hamf.
As-Salaamu -Alaikum .
Many thanks. for your ietter of
September 5, 1975.
* contents of your letter, I appreciate
your Islamic spirit and sentiments.
I am unaware .of the activities of
your newly formed organizatiom: I
would appreciate if you would be
good enough io inform me of its
history, membership and work. As
a Muslim, I always give credit to
those who ‘strive to do something
for the progress of Islam in this
country. Withont caring for your
allegations against me, I shall be
found ready to co-operate in your
good work for Islam.
The Late Sir Agha Khan, a well
known leader of several millien

Muslims of Ismaili seet was once

criticized and questioned in South
Africa for the type of Islam he was

introducing to his followers. In-

reply to their allegations, he stated
that he was not getting the orthodox
Muslims to be -his followers.
Instead of it, he was converting the
untouchables and low class Hindus
to become Ismailis. Unless those
people got education and training
on proper lines, they could not be
expected to  become
members of the society. The Agha
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.Khan was then condemned ‘andb
. ruheuled by the -‘eritics, “but he, .
. ‘dxdn t pay»any attentxen to them.

. 'that mstead of buxldxng mosques for

his. followers, Agha  Khan was
introducing Jamaat Khanas. 'To

“this he replied that Jamaaf Khana .

means clubs and in the clubs only
members were to be allowed. The
when his
foliowers woild feel the necessities

. of buxldmg mosques, -

Today, the followers'’ ‘of . Agha
Khan are the leading Muslims in
trade and business. Sir Agha Khan
is considered as one of the great

- Muslim leader in the world. Agha .

Khan contributed millions of
rupees to Islamic educational
institutions in India, Pakistan and
many. other countries. He was the
arch- builder of Pakistan. His
followers are very industrious and
sincere Muslims. First they were
Ismailis; now they are known as
Ismaili Muslims, and are accepted
and treated in theé Muslim society
as Muslims. o

" Dear Brother, we should try to
study the work and mission of the
Late Master Elijah Muhammad
under . the light of the above
example of Sir Agha Khan. When I
met Master Elijah Muhammad in
1960, he remarked: “I am not
against the five pillars of Islam. I
wish and pray that my followers

. pray five times a day, I want them

to fast during the month of

Ramadan, i want them to pay
Zakaat. -1 _want “them - to - make
pﬂgrxmage to the Holy City Me(;ea
and" make Hajj. But many of my
foliowers were. cnmmals. They
" were sentenced to jail many times.
1 am gradually teaching them
Islam. If T overioad theii, they will
run away. (smile!).”

Master Elijah Muhammad, ne
-doubt, . had~ understood ~ the
psychology of the black people very -

well. For this reasen, it appears to
me that he was trying to discipline
them and cleanse them gradually:’
He was successful in his humble

_attempts. He ‘did away with the

feeling of inferiority complex
prevailing in the minds of the so-
cailed negroes. He. created interest
in his community in trade and
‘business. ' He established good
schools which set am excellent
example to other Muslims. Since

- his community was in a baby stage,

he did not engage them in the
philosophical study of Islam.

You would appreciate, it is
extremely difficulf in this country
to give up the habit of drinking or
eating unlawful foods. I give credit
to Master Elijah Muhammad for
his commendable work = of
reformation. He was. gradually -
introducing Islamic pames to his

followers, bﬁt he definitely called’ »

them Muslims. Te him the last

“scripture’ of God was the Holy
‘Quran. His followers faced Kaaba

- wohﬁmed on mz g2 H]

~ “Black Muslims” still unbehevers
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, 4 ce Allah says:
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. consider“that We created you'
out of dusi ..:There is no d
h




