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Pakistani Muslim Asserts:

‘Will Forever Serve

Messenger of Allah’

By Abdul Basit Naeem
I have resided in the United States of America for nearly 16 years.

riod—long by the standards

I have seen America’s
mills and factories operat-
ing In full gear, mass - pro-
ducing automobiles, televi-
sion sets, telephones, elec-
tronic instruments. I have
visited scores of historic
churches and famed muse-
ums, theaters and sports
clubs,

I have attended lectures,
forums and seminars at nu-
merous institutions of high-
er learning as well as con-
certs, business confabs and
political conventions, Many
of my experiences here have
been thoroughly interesting,
stimulating and even excit-

ing.

Yet, as I indulge in rem-
iniscence, one of the scenes
of the American drama that
I remember most and will
forever cherish is my visit
in 1954 to the University of
Islam No. 2 in Chicago —
founded by the great leader
of the American Muslims,
Honorable Elijah Mu-
hammad.

More than three thousand
and six hundred days and
nights have gone by since
my eyes first beheld that
lovely sight — of about 10
Muslim boys reciting thelr
prayers in Arabic and a
much larger group of both
boys and girls singing, In
perfect harmony, Arabic
folk songs popular in the
Arab - Muslim world. The

of an individual whose first and foremost
his compatriots—there is much that -

and in about 28 states of the Union.
building giant dams, endless hi

love is serving

I witnessed in this vast land, from coast to coast
I have observed the American people at work—
ghways, tall superstructures of steel and glass.

recollection of that event,
however, is as fresh and
clearly perceptible to my
mind as If it had just taken
place!
No doubt, my memory
was ailded and continually
ened by the many
significant and equal-
ly meaningful occurrences
that followed, such as my
frequent visits In 1957, 1959
and 1961 to the home of the
Honorable Elijjah Muham-
mad in Chicago (where it
wWas my very great pleasure
to form the acquaintance of
the entire Muhammad fam-
ily), and to several of the
Mosques (known at that time
as “Muhammad’s Temples
of Islam"’) established by the
noted Muslim leader in vari-
ous parts of the country.
My presence {n the midst
of the University of Islam
student body was, neverthe-
less, in itself, as it still is,
the source of considerable
personal joy and delight.

It was nol, of course, the
Muslim students' proficien-
¢y in the Arabic language
alone, or their faultless per-
formance of the Islamic
prayer ritual, that had so
deeply impressed me. It
was, I sincerely feel, a com-
bination of several favorable

factors — genecral appear-
ance, etiguetie, mannerism,

etc. — that made the occa-
sion one of the meost unfor-
gettable ones for me.

‘““Here are a young peo-
ple,” I distinctly recall tell-
ing myself at the time,
“proud of themselves and
thelr kind — proud of being
black—and of their African
heritage. While they are not
dressed in African garb, it
is obvious that neither are
they groomed in the fashion
of the European young peo-
ple. They are immaculately
dressed, in the best of
clothes, yet they go about
their business in school
with such humility and mod-
esty! Their social behavior
is so correct! Thelr gait so
dignified and graceful!"

If I liked what I saw at
the University of Islam, it
was natural that I should
have liked even more the
source of it all—of this splen-
dor, distinct character, disci-
pline and truly amazing
genius, Hence, my love and
affection for the great Mus-
lim leader of America, the
Honorable Elijah Muham-
mad!

Here I might add that
knowing the respected Mes-
senger as intimately as I do
has been both a pleasure and
unique privilege. Likewise,
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knowing of his Mission and,
more than that, being, ulti-
mately, a uny particle of his
great program and work In
this part of the world has
been a source of real inspl-
ratlon and much personal
gratification. Indeed, I shall
‘orever cherish serving my
lear and respected brother
n Islam, the Honorable Eli-
jah Muhammad.

As a few readers of “Mu-
hammad Speaks’ might re-
call, I was the first Journal-
Ist ever to write and publish
a report in this country on
the “Nation of Islam in the
Wilderness of North Amerl-
ca,"” which I did in 1956, in
my own “Muslim World &
The USA magazine,
(Over a two-year period, 1
wrote and published nearly
a dozen fulllength reports
on the subject.)

But much more than my
own writings, I value the
honor and opportunity 1 was
accorded In 1057 when the
Honorable Messenger called
upon me to help compile and
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| workers for the Student Non-

world in 1650-60 It was 1
'who, being In the travel
agency business at the time,
|had arranged the detalls of'
| his entire journey! |
! In more recent umes, of|
|course, 1 have also served|
the Honorable Elijah Mu-;
hammad as a writerand,
|correspondent for Muham-
| mad Speaks.

| Thus, as 1 look back at the
| years gone by, it goes with-
out saylng that I derive
much satisfaction from
knowing that these were in-
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" of Africa and the Muslim|

deed the best years of my
lfe

And some good day, when,
ultimately, my longing for
the land of my birth totally
scizes me and when the
wings of my soul flutter
ceaselessly and carry me
once more to where 1 origi-
nally belonged, I would have
the additional comfort ef
knowing that the best years
of my life were spent, in
large measure, In the serv-
ice of a great man and 2
great Muslim leader, the
Honorable Elljah Mu-
hammad!
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Violent Coordinating Com-
mittee are now working in
five Southern states,

1363 M, STRIET, NE IN REAR

The SNCC workers are en-
gaged in direct action and

iaban sanlateation nealants (n
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