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Tells Why Aiding Nation of Islam
Should be Chief Task of U.S. Muslims

By Abdul Basit Nacem
(Continued from last week)

In describing the “old (l.e.,

which possibly may
followers of the Honorable Elijah Mu-

peculiarities,
American Muslims (

hammad) visiting Arabja and other adjace
like to state at the very outset that the v
below are entirely my own an

ment or opinions of others.

FURTHER, THE remarks|
offered here are not based
on hearsay.
"They are, In
fact, my per-
sonal impres-
sions formed
during a
journey
of “Umrah”
(or ‘lesser
Had)") to the
Holy Land of
Islam a few
years ago.
While my
visit to the Great Mosque In
Mecca, which contains the
HOLY KA'BAH, and the
Prophet's Mosque in Medina
had provided me with much
inner contentment and joy,
I recall fecling deeply ag-
grieved upon discovering
that practically everything
sold in general merchandise
stores in the Holy Citles —
inclusive of popular souve-
nir {tems — were not of Mus-
lim-Arab origin:
The colorful prayer

Naeem

rugs and tapestries, In-

NEW YORK

‘orthodox') Muslim world"’
puzzle and perplex

nt lands, I would
fews expressed
d in no way reflect a judg-

cluding thos e depicting
Mecca and Medina scencs
or bearing geometrical
arabesque motifs, were
products of (predominant-
ly Catholic) Italian and
(Shintoist) Japancse
craftsmen. The glass,
hardwood and plastic
“misbah' (prayer beads)
had come from (Protes-
tant) Germany and Bel-

gium,

A variety of fabrics, gold
and silver jewelry and
leather goods (largely
Hindu) were manufactures
of India, while multi-col-
ored greeting cards and
souvenir photo albums had
been imported from Den-
mark and West Germany
respectively!

I REMEMBER visiting
store after store in the two
cities, inquiring of “products
of Muslim-Arab origin”
though in vain. Similarly, I
was able to locate but ONE
solitary (Swiss-made) watch
bearing numerals in Arabic.

“It Isn't fashion

demand here,” thim;egll’ a
invariably told me The nc,,“
ed dial card of a numbz -
“grandfather' clocks lnr .
historic Mecca and Med:nh:
mosques actually bore g
Roman numerals, such

XII for 12! o

Knowing, as I do
(thanks to the Hono‘::z;y
Elifah Muhammag'’ °
great kindness in en)y
Ing me on this subjo:«':t)g hfﬁ:{
Islam, translated into prac.
tical terms, naturally pro.
vides Allah’s belleye rs
with every means of contin.
ual progress, ceaseless pro-
ductlvity and, hene ¢, un-
bounded prosperity, it was
pitiful to see the Mus)im
Holy Land mercantile outlets
substantially devoid of the
“'signs™ of Islamic economie
?bundance and cultural gen.
us.

(""OF COURSE, you ¢
obtain a sample o{your :an
tional product at the nearest
gas station,” a good-natured
Saud! trader reminded me,)

Recalling another incident
in the city of Medina, I was
rather annoyed to come
across, In the front display
window of a general dry
goods store squarely oppo-
site one of the main Proph.
et’s Mosque gates, a life-size

(Continued on page 11)
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Alone of all the Negro leaders Elijah Muhammad

has a vivid awareness of the vital need of a new birth.
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(Continued from page 10)

of mosque-bound motorists

(headless but nonetheless SPeeding and unnecessarily

aistinetly noticeable) clay
mannequin sporting typil
cally Western (imported) fe-
male undergarments.

The store owner emphati-
cally denied that the display
reflected bad taste, much
less an affront to established
Islamic traditions. In
another area,

honking their car horns,
right through the muezzin's
call to prayer as well as the
actual worship service inside
the Great Mosque. The rea-

ison? The occupants of the
|automobiles were relatives
lof the ruling royal family
iand, in some cases, mem-

ibers of the “affluent, power-
I experienced ¢ poorohant

considerable frustration in

clans .. ."”
To witness the socio-eco-

trying to locate an authori-
tative Islamic calendar and "Omic paradox — with a few
other Islamic-Arabic educa-| FICh 50 highly privileged and

e et i ]
-

tional materials,

80 many too poor to afford
a decent shirt for their backs

IN MECCA, I was pleased or a pair of wooden sandals
to see that the special reli-! for their feet — in the very

gious police were quite effi-
cient in effecting silence as

‘well as momentary closure

of shops In observance of the
dally prayer intervals (both
a shopkeeper and his cus-
tomers violating this law are
liable for punishment — by
lashing in public.)

The same policemen, on

the other hand, made no ef-
fort whatsoever to repri-

.jmand a steady stream

birthplace of true social jus-
tice wasn't a comforting en-
counter, either!

REPORTS FROM Saudi
Arabla on the *‘Hadj" season
just past appearing in the
world press indicate that the
guardians of the Holy Land
of Islam somehow did not
deem fit to respect the tra-
ditional peace and sanctity
of the Pilgrimage period
(comprising the first 10 days

of the Islamic month of Zul-
Hijja) this year.

When a group of 19 Yem-
enl Arab-Muslims were al-
legedly “‘“found to ha v e en-
tered (Saudi Arabia) for sub-
version and sabotage pur-
poses,'” after a summary
trial (in Riyadh, the capital)
all but two were promptly
put to death (presumably by
beheading) — on the eve of
“Eid - ul - Adha,” which
marks the end of the week-
long *“Hadj’" ceremonies.

Such being the eircum-
stances, I doubt if the **New
World” (US.A.) Muslims
will find a journey to the
“East,” at jeast for now,
vastly stimulating or spiritu-
ally highly rewarding.

THAT IS WHY 1 suggest
that they continue to spend
what they can of their phy-
sical and financial resources
in alding and strengthening
their own (Nation of Islam)
“Central Point'’ in the wil-
derness of North America.




