By Bayyinah Sharrieff

The cinema to which I went
with the town commissiener of
Atbara  (Sudan), - and his  wile
featured o historical, religious |
movie on the life of Muhammad
Ibn Abdaliak, It .explained the
immoaral life of the Arabs hefore
the coming-of Muhammad with
the teachings of I.-,lan, snd the
beantiful change which they un-
derwent upon becoming Muslims,
The movie also showed the pro-
pedires  through which the pil-
gritn must pass da the hage (pll-
primage) 19 Maoca,

AFTER THE picture, w¢ winl
for a short ride zround the city,
By the time we reached the rest
heuse, T was very tired, for I
had been through a very 8-
hausting experience and the
thoughts of Wadi Halfa were still
vely strong in my mind. The
ropm at the rest house was very
comfortable, and I slept well,
The oaly train o Khartoum
wanld be passing through Atbara
around noon the next day, so I
had much time yet 1o s At
bara.

The _ following  moralng  Mo-

hammad and Huda {ihe commis-
sioner and his wife) took me to
vigit some of their relatives. 1
enjoyed my stay in Atbara in
spite of my reasons for being
there.

I was escorted to the train
station where I was introduccd

a paliceman who was lo be

my compartment and a youlg
boy of about B vears of age. [
way embarressed for themy to

know my reasons for having a

police eseorl. The policeman

women, and sald somnething to
them about my being a guest in
their counlry. He stood oolside
of my compartment mosl  of the
trip. The women then inguired
ahont my parents, family, and
the university. A female student
to them 15 a delicate being, They
all ook 10 her, with love as they
da their own daoghters, vet they
respect her for the knowledge
that she is gaining from the uni-
versity. As [ began Lo answir
their questlons, I relaxed and-
o0 we were all laughing and
gpeaking very much, The police-
man lopked in and smiled 1o the
women and myself, and then
closed the doar with him eutside,

When the train stopped in
Shendi, he came to oor opmpard-
ment window apd asked i we
wanted anyvthing, He bought me
ice cold soft drinks, and fresh
fruit and boiled eggs, I paid for
pone of these things. The ather
women n by compartment gave
him mooey "to purchase the
things they wanted from the
merchants. It was very hot, The
intense heat feogn the  sun
seemed o penetrate the roof of
{the train, and mw diesime for coal
wiler was great.

Mow that T am a Muslim, a

followsr of the Honorable Elijah

fene of their own kind, They
smiled and spoke to ihe other

L] &

Mubammad, I <an understand
the why's of their taking me nr[[
gf the tealn to Wadi Hzlfa with
Dr. Adams, Dr. Adams was oot

know what to expect from 2
Musiim, one of thelr own Eind,
but they could not trust Dr. Ad-
ams for he was {and is) 5 while
man and one problng the sands
of fhe Nubian Valigy to prove an
untruth, ie. Christianlty was in
the Kubian Valley before Islam,
They, the Sudanese took me as
ane of their own kind, And, they
wished 1o guard my safety af
they - would their own females,
The Ilonorable Elljah Muhatm-
mad teaches us that the woman
5 weaker physically than the
man, and that it is the duty of
the civilized man to guard the
woman and protect her, These
are the teachings of Islam,
These Sudanese Muslims Were
only doing what they would do for
thelr own. They were dolng
duty of a civilized person: Ci
lize an uncivilized person: Pro-
becting the woman. The Hopor-
able Elijah Muhammad teaches
us that she is the other half of
the man. Without her he is In-
complete, The laws of I=lam fa-
yor the woman in that they de.
mand the man to care for, pro-
vide for, and protect her. Giving
to her all that his means will
allow to please her and o bring |
the smile which will refleet wpon |
their whole household. {

{tn be conlinued)

my puard back to the university,

=1 felt disgusted, I could w0l im

-

agine ihe necessily of my having
a police escort. T was insulied.

Why was il necesgary for LhisT 1)

told Mubamumad thal only pris-
oners and eriminals had police
peeorts, T asked him the where-
abouts of his hand coffs. Coming
feomy & western society (Amerls
ca) I oasseclated policemen with
hznd cuffs. They acled as i they
wire hur or offended. by my
attitnda, I was anpry. Muham-
mad teld me that they could not
let me travel on a train alone
{nel knowing anyone an the
trainy,
wias @ puest in their country,
and that my comfort depended
on them. [t was his responsibiil-
iy 1o ses to it that I left Atbara
safely, He sald that
morely doing his duty.

The policeman knew oo Eng-
Lith and could omly cxptess him-
s0if En Arabic. Al that time, [
wis much 1og upset to listen or
notice him. Muhammad said to
me mob to regard the policeman
as a law enforcer bt a5 a big
krother who would see to my
needs and assure me g safe trip
back 1o the universiy.

I SAT In my compariient an-
gry as the train started moving.
There were two other women in

Hi tried 1o explain that 1§

he was!

Famous Potential School In Chicago
Faces Weighty Financial Problems

A schoal that encourages intel-
lecinal excellence, and affirms
the richness of the Black experi-
enee is [he kind of institute des- |
parately needed by Black
communities theoughout the na-
tiom,

The Black owned and DBlack
vperated Potentlal School on Chi-
cage's  Sautheast  side, 2205 E.!
Tird street, “is the only facilily
offering tulorial instruction anbd
comprehensive psycholagical ser-
vices  to Black  children,'” the
school's Black, proud, and intel-
lectual diregior, Miss Romena
Fogariy says. '

The peed for specialized social
and psychalogicel serviees in the

inner eity are monumantal. Ob-|

viously, 1hey should be adminis-
lered by those who thoronghly
reflect the iniricate problems of
the ghetio.
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school facillties in propostion to
the amaount of taxes pald.

During the next two weeks, the
Potenilal School i3 seeking finan-
¢ial zupport. This [imancial sup-
port will enable the school o
inerease and imprgve the gualit
of eduestional serviees to ch
drep in prades nursery, through
Bth.

Support will alse  help sccure
rogular paychiatrio-serviees for
the 43 emotionally disturbed chil-
dren oow earolled, This is thel
largest number of disturbed chil-
dren outside of a State Hospital
o any kind of educational

facility. B
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