For more information visit

1~ in the Sudan

*“Sudanese Train' Ride Offers Minimum

Of Comforts But Maximum Experiences

By Bayyinah Sharrieff

Inferstzte travel in.the Hepub-
lie of the Bedan by lrain is one
of the most eventfol of my expe-
rlences in the Sudan, One can
learn s0 much of the i
counlry by mixing with
[rains.

1 WAS VERY surprised to find
that the women were seated in
separate compartments from the
men. The first and second class
compariments placed six to eight
women and children in the same
compartment. The train had no
closing doors on its sides. The
windows werz wooden . shulters
which could be pulled up or let
down. There was no sheller to
prolect its riders from the in-
tense heat which reaches the
hundreds on the desert in the
mid and northern regions of the
Sudan. After a M to 48 hour
tile on these trains ooe would
bz covered with a film of white
dust blowing in on them from
the desart,

I noticed that the dates of con-
struction of these trains were
2404 [hoy  we
trains, but they {illed their pur-
poses: to transport. But in spite
of the crudeness of the trains,
and the hardships and inconveni-
ences with which one is confront-
ed by travel on these trains, I
enjoyed traveling by train in the
Sudan.

The Sudan's University of
Khartoum provided second-class
tickets for all of its students to
travel to their home towns and
back twice a year.
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1 WAS granted permission and
tickets to travel wherever I
wanted, and I took advantage of
their generosity and traveled
whenever 1 could.,

Traveling to Port Sudan, on
the Red Sea, from the capital
city of Khartoum (which takes
approximately 4360 hours, de-
pending on the speed of the
train). 1 was placed in a com-
partment with three women, one
girl age 15, and two children,
One of the women was a Coptic
(Christian), The others were
Muslims. One was a school
{eacher from the western Sudan,
Her niece was accompanying her
to the wesl to expose her to the
life of the Sudanese in that area.
This is a common custom among
the ' Sudanese, to expose their
children to life in the different
regions of the Sudan. The other
woman was a mother and house-
wife traveling to visit relatives
in Atbara, a city north of Khar-

toumn, at the junction of the Nile
znd the Atbara river. Her s
‘a5 in & compartment wath

&
this hard .to belicve. They told
me-that they thought all Ameri-
cans were white, They laoghed

d ¢ome and knock on our |ihowght i strange that they did

to check on her, and the
children.

MNene  of these women spoke
English, and we therefore had to

Y i in Arabic,

They ned that I was a
Sudanese. I told them that @ was
a student at the Universily, and
they were very happy that they
were riding with a female uni-
versity student. We discussed the
frowing number of women re-

civing higher eduwcalion in the
oudan.

WHEN THE train stopped
abowt 40 miles outside of the
caplital city, the women took out
their parkaped Iunches of bread,
cheese and sqguabs. Although
they did not know each other
pricr to their riding this frain,
they shared their lunches with
ane anolher, and even offered
me of their lonches. We pur-
chased fruit, bodled eggs, and ten
from the train side open mar-
kets, At this time, T met a male
student from the university who
treated me to a cold drink, and
after asking of my compartment
companions, escorted me back to
my compartment. He told the
women that I was an American,
a guest in their country. He then
left, but checked with me period-
ically.

The women were amazed at

not know that there were Elacks
like them in America. T teld
them of how we were Rakea o
Amerita by foree, and they sym-
pathized with our position in
America,

The Honorable Elijah Moham-
mad teaches us that “they did
nt know that we wers here'
ontil approximately 80 years be-
fore the coming of our Saviar,
Master Fard Muhammad, to
Whom praises are due forever,
came to America.

AFTER hearing the teachings
of the Honorable Elijah Muham-
mad, the Messenger of Allah, I
understand why other black peg-
ple did not know that we Blacks
were here in America. How
could they kmow we were here
when we were called by names
of white people? The only Amer
icans who visited their country
were white,

(To Be Contimeed)

this, They told me that I looked |-

like a Sudanese and that I was
teasing them about my place of
hirth. They then concluded that
my parents must have been Su-
danese, and that I was born and
grew up in America, They could
not really believe that I was
from America. At that time, 1
was not in the knowledge of my-
self, my God (Allah) nor of my
True religion (Islam).

I TOLD them that there were
millions of us in America who
looked like them, They found

FREEDOM,
JUSTICE and
EQUALITY

WE-MUST HAVE
OR ELSE

Would you like remaining a
permanent slave or being a
pormanent member of a
soup line? Are you with us
to got Freedom, Justice and
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