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By Bayvinah Sharrieff

I received respect in the Sudan
in 5o many ways, that it is diffi-
cult for me to convey in writing
the atundance of this respect,

THE MEN always stood upon
the appearance of females in the
room in which they were fommd.
At university functions the fe-
male students wouold always be
served first, At the university
library there were vomg  boys
who assisted the females in Ip-
cating and securing books.
Whenever we entered the admin-
istration building to conduct
business we were shown the ut-
most courtesy and consideration,
We did not have to walt in long
lnes, as the males did, We
wm:ldh-etal;enmrwnfaaqs.lir;b
Iy as possible,

One little story which T wish to
relate to you is concerning our
campas cobbler at the University
of -Khartoum, - Sudan. He had a
small Lttle one room shop. It
was dusty partly because it was
made of sun-baked mud bricks,
and partly because of the sandy
plains around the capital, In it
was one wooden case of shelves.
Shoes were stacked in the cor-
Bers and on a small bench bor-
dering one wall, The cobbler had
— 8 young male helper, who sat at
& table behind the wooden case,
Newspapers covered the walls
and were scattered on the floor.
The cobbler was a man of about
T years of age. He was short
and had a kind face with a little
soft poatee,

Cne day my .::a.mﬂe strap
© troke while I was at the cam.
pus. A female colleague took me
to the cobblers shop. She asked
him to fix it, and he did while 1
waited, When T asked him the
price, he said something o the
effect of hoping that Allah would
bless me. T asked my friend to
ask him the cost-for me, think-
ing that perhaps he did not lm-
derstand my Arahic,

SHE TOLD me that it was
customary for him to repair the

shoos of the university glrls
without charge. He seemed sich
a8 poor man, one in much need
of money, I felt as il I was
cheating him not te pay him
something for his labor and
time.— He  refused the money.
Thizs ks zo unlike people in West-
ern shcieties. Here ‘one pever, or
hardly ever, finds ome who will
tirn dowm money. Thiz society
believes money buys anvthing
and everything.

1 offered this man money for
his work, and he paid me by|~
wishing me the blessings of Al
lah, He more than paid me for
bringing work to him, One can-
not compare the peaceful genér-
ous pe-np:la comprising the Su-

time, but gradoally I learned to
appreciate the respect and secu-
rilty women receive i the Islam-
ie sociely,

The Honorable Elijah Muham-
mad reminds os of the "Holy
Qur-an wherein it sates that the
men are the puardlans, protee-
tors and maintainers of women,
That man and woman are a
comfort to each other, (Holy
Qur-an T:189), and an apparel
for one another I_thr Quir-an
3 ]m

The Honorable Elijah Muham-
mad constantly reminds us (His
followers) of the proper respect
and itreatment which due the
believing women in an Islamic
soclety. Those of us who practice

s |and follow His teachings find an

atmosphere of peace, love and
happiness, .

DAR ES SALAAM—A hoost in
Tanzania‘s air force strength, to
include fighter craft, is a prior

_ ity Rem with the minfstry of De-

fense, headed by Vice-President
Rashidi Kawawa.

AFFEARING BEFORE Parlia-

|ment recently, Kawawa dizclosed :

os feel very stable in
tv, T must say that
except with my short
Sudancse families there, thi
feeling was completely ahsent,

I HAVE found security here
among my Muoslim Brothers and
Sisters, followers of the Hopor-
able Elijah Muhammad, within
the Nation of Islam in America.
Thiz security I feel even more
now than I did while in the Su-
dan, for here I am able to un-
derstand and respect it. When I
was in the Sudan, T at first, felt |*
Imprisoned in a cage. It tmk

that although Tanzania has a Ca-
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