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By gn”-hu Sharriefr

Being “born and  raised in
America, [ naturally accepted
many habitudes and customs af
the Amecican way of life with-
nut - question. It was not ceally
until I left America and went o
Africa, ihe Hepublic of the Su-
dan, and became familiar with

their habitudes and costoms that
I began to questicn Lhe Ameri-
can sochely.

THIS NEW environment to me
in the HRepublic of the 5udan
was Islamic. I had read of the
Muslims in EBooks which I found
in the public libraries before I
keft Amerca and thought that
the Muslims were religiods fa-
natics without reason; that they
believed In oa stranme God,; that
they were savage murderers;
that they were very primitive,
uneducated peoples. I dlsa
thooght that the women wene
slaves to the men and were
treated as slaves withoul due
rewards for th1}|J_'__-E:H'4_'I-rT_-|.'_', L

Living In this society of Mus-
Hms I learnmed through direct obe
servation and expericnce that
these peoples were allogether
ditferent from what I had read
In American Lbraries. I learned
that they were a gentle, kind,
and loving people who shared
all that they had with one an-
other. I saw that Lthe young men
after ihey were educated into
same trade or special technolog-
jcal feld, worked and gave thelr
fathers and families money.
This money was nol 1o pay &
rooenn and board fee (due to
their living at home). IL was
glven of the son to his father to
show an appreciation for the
many years that his Ffather
cared for him. If for example a
man has six sons who are
grown, each son gives him a
partion of their income, he then
has enodgh lncome to care for
the rest of his dependent family.
There is ne such thing as renl

The land that they bave 18 al-
ready theirs, They pay no ooe )
else to live on .

Thiz system of Father to son
and son to father eliminales so-
clal security, and old age pen-
sions which were established in
Christlan socleties ot of meces-
gities,

THE FOLLOWING partleular
incident made me look elosely
at this facel of Amerlcan socle-
ty: Onoe early evening arcund
5:00 p.m. three of my female
colleaguees at the University of
Ehartoum came to me with
their anthropology text books in
the girls' hostel (dormilory).
They . thought it very strange to
fearn of a zon leaving his family
after he s educated and has a
trade apd go out on his oemto
work and provide for himseif,
The idea of his establishing a
home {for himself indepeodent of
hiz family was a strange phe-
momenon to them. They studied
the American soclety in detadl in

-} Abair ... anthropalogy ... courses.. at

the Unlversity. For It &8 definjte-
Iy foreign to their soclety which
5 based o loglcal poodness.

Mow that I am a follower of
the Hoporable Elijah Muham-
mad and hear hiz teachings of
the decent scciety (Islam), I
have learned that the duly of a
child to his parents s respect,
And after they have grown up,
they are to pgive to their parents
and near of kin from that which
they am: bleased o achieve or .
receive.

The Holy Qur-an supports the
Honorable Elijah Muhammad:

"And thy Lord has decreed
that wou serve none but Him,
and do good to parents. If either |
of both of them ceach old age |
with thee gay not “fe' to them, |
nor chide them, and Speak to
themn & generouns word,

“And give to the near of kin
hiz due and (o the Beedy . ..
and squander pot wastefully.*

{Holy Qur-an 17: 23, M)
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