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Discovers Undesirable Significance of
Sudanese Women in Sleeveless Dresses

By Bayyinah Sharriefl

After the success of our
{the female students’) meet-
ing with the vice chancellor
{vice president) of the Uni-
versity, of Khartoum, Su-

i, we were all very happy

i Joy seemed to spread

roughout the hostel ta all
with the exception of Miss
Bryant (the old English
house mother) w had not

'n successful In her at-
mpls to br.ng discomfort
to us. She remained sllent
and for a while did not both-

-
AFTER a few weeks had
assed, S{t-Ruth, Miss Bry-
11’8 Christlan Black sp
'nc to me '.v'h n

thought tmt pc ‘npb rho

nted to compensate for
inconvenience she had

1 went to her veranda (&
ide low porch with over-
d) for breakfast that
dnesday (which was the
day of the invitation) and
found her appearance to be
very cheerful
Two Coptic (The Coptics
r2 people who practice the
Egyptian C tian reii-
u on wh ch reach

very light in color and
5 very "WCH like the
ple of V )
ris also had hr'r~n ir
breakfast that morn
v were sitting with Miss
Hryant when I arrived.

AS I =atl down, I had the
ling that I was entering
rap. Miss Bryant bégan
conversatic by com-
g on how

hes locked, She spoke in
iration of my Am
and said that

smart 'In the |

dress I was
She compared the
the Western

short, sl
rearing.
acticality of

clothing ta the impractical- Blue Nile behind

{ Christians—and

.| dresses

dresses were without sleey

Isce

rican- |

the uni-
ity of the Sudanese tobe (na« versity with a Sudanose col-
tional dress). league named Leila (a med-
She said that she thought|ical student, who was one of
It was stupid and ridiculous|ihe two muslim girls at the
for the women to cov er|university who did not wear
themselves up so that 'w'|3 tobe), when a car stopped
even their bare arms showed | and a man stepped out and
(when in public). I _l..ncmlnvlled me Into his automo-
h her that I saw no harm | blle. 3
g short, sleeveles AT FIRST
..lS did the two (‘c-p—’ at M Xnew the man, and
¢ returned his greeting.
I was not aware at owever, since he spoke to
time that in the Sudan, onl e in Arabic ¢ knew that
the prostitutes (who are all|his Intentions were not good
this is noland that I had been mis-
caggeration) wear short, ken for a prostitute. She
sleeveless dress2s. When x"’;‘kl‘ to him roughly in
{went to the Sudan all of my | Arabic. He got In his car
rere sleeveless |and swiftly drove off,
Islam teaches that women
- T ut
sed to see that all of my |’ ces .M." ,‘.) d!“'f 2. l;"ht;,t
off their

Leila thought

W2

GIRLS were sur-

ne of them told me, af 2104 ShOW
I had been In Sudan about
two months, t%© cover my
arms, even if I had to wear

a jacket or a sweater,

1ined to me that

s of & W
% ‘.rd ap;
r\'l.ch of the wom-
can be seen

On:Y | delicate.

an's femininity
in her arms,
fore should cover
= Hotx
Elijah Mu!
that

characier ¢ sleceveless
dresses.
She sald that she had
me, and that I
rd {0 be of good char-
acter, and she warned me
that I would be mistaken for
a girl of bad character if I
tin ucd to wear the sleeve-
She did not
be mis 3

we women

{Continved on )u e

~ HEAR M
LONG
PLAYING

already had hap-|
to me prior to her;
raning. One afiernoon|
ut 1 pom., I was stroll-|
xl*m,, the bank of 1hr'
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Semi-Nude Appearance

1)1 aws he of St

but be respected by
ions of the earth. } W

living

ln",; o
The Holy
{the woman:

|

do not display their 3
adornment e X c e pt what |spect to the degree that she
appears thereof,

them wear

covering over thelr
. And they should not
their

to their husb
fathers,
fathers of their husbands,

or their

danese

3 to tell
763 50
l nvite

Lo COVer (

may not
rouble:

“0 Prophet, tell thy

i and thy daugh-

the women of

to let down

o their over gar-

ents. This {s more prop-

50 that they may be

in the Rc-

Qur-an Instructs | n, and not be given

(33:59)
woman receives re-
|rc pects herself, If we Mus-

omen respect our-
ind keep ourselves
f ord with Islam, our
habitudes will demand the
respect of those who ob-
Serve us.
to be continued

And let
head-
bos-

their

adornment
ands

or the
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