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in the Sudan

E¥ Bayyinah Sharriefi

Before golng to Fatma's broth-
er's home {Bashir Nasir Bashir),
in the Gezira, we went to Wad
Medani, Wad Medani is a very
beautiful city, with many fower-
ing trees of many different col-
ors; red, yvellow, orange, and vi-
olet. The land seemed o bo Yery
fertile—unlike the land in Khar-
toumn and Omdurman, which ap-

#pears dry and very barren, Com-

- ing from -the northern -part of
America, Detrolt, Mlchigan—
where flowering trees are very
rare—seging these besutiful trées
Was 4 marvelous Si:gm to
me,

AT WAD MEDANI, [ was tak-
en to meet son * of Falma's rel-
atives, T was recelved so wery
warmly, It was taken for grant-
ed that I was & Sodanese hy
those whom 1 visited, Fatma in-
troduced me as being 5n Ameri-
can and a student at the Univer-

~slty of Khartoom., I wore the
tahara {the longihead piece that
the young Muslim Sudanese girls

rar, which covers their heads

d shoulders). They thoupht
that Fatma was teasing them by
saying 1 was not 3 Sudanese,
and it took & ot of persuasion
by her older brother, and young-
er sisters, coopled with the
sound of my wvery weak Arahic
to finally convincs them I was
not barn in the Sudan.

I was taken to the veranda (a
roafed porch), where the other
women were silting and coovers-
ing, and was directed to a single
bed (beds double as couches in
the day time in the Sudan, and
can be rolled or camried ootside
or left inside depending on the
individual, the number of guests,
and the weather) coversd with a

gt spread with boas
pillows,

We relaxed oorselves and tried
to cool off after the very long
hot journey from Khartoum,
which took about 84 hours.
Lemonade was brought to us im-
mediately as we =at down to
rest. After drinking this cool re-
freshing drink, hot tes and small
swell biscuits (slmilar to cook-
les) were brought to us. Fatma,
as always, had to cxplain to
them that there were many
Blacks in America who looked
like them.” They were surprised
to hear this. The average fomale
in the Sudsn does not know
about Blacks living in America,
Iooking like themn in appesrance.

- In fact those who have not com-
-pleted secondary school are una.

ware of our existence in

Amearica.

WE TALKED about my people
in America’ as being toals for the
white- man in America. They
questioned the why's of the
Elack man staying in America
under ibese wnfavorable condi-
tions. Economics and the lack of
knowledge were the only reasons
I could pive & i

the Elack man’s staving here un-
L g unjust conditions of the
white man's society, At that
time I was not a follower of the
Honorable Elijah Muhammad,
but I realized that [t did not
stand to reason that the Black
man in America would continue
to be satisfied with conditions as
they weare,

Now that T have accepted my
natural religlon, Islam, and am
in the true knowledge of God,
(Whose proper Mame [s Allah)
and the devil (white man), I re-
alize that the Black man had to
stay and be subjected to the
while man In America for 400

Years, and that we were to be in | |
total darkness until God eame in i
Person to raise and teach ome d

from among us to lead us, Our
people did not kmow how to de-
velop busineszez on their own
and deal with their own without
being  bankrupted, Welther did

they know how to develop com- | B
munities, and be successful and |5
progress before the coming of |

Allah, in” the persom of Master
Fard Mubhammad, to Whom

pralses are due forever, and His |2

ralsing up one from ameng us,
the Honorable Elijah Muhammad,
to =et the example for all so-
called Negro leaders of the
Black man in America.

NOW EVERYONE can look at
the followers of the Honorable
Elijah Muhamimad and sce prog- |
ress and success to thelr persons |
and in their businesses. '

The Sudanese were very in-
quisitive, They were very excited
to have guests in thelr home,
and they made us feel so very
comfortable. This however is in
accord with the teachings of Is-
lam, True Muslims are very gen-
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erous and hospilable peaple.

The Honorzble Elijah Muham-
mad teaches us that it is in the
pnature of a Black man to be
kind, And the teachings of Islam
are that one shares equally with
another believer that -.J.-zu-;h he
hasz. If one looks at the history
of Muhammad of 1400 years agn,
one will see that when he and
hiz followers went from Mecca Lo
Medina the believers in Medina
shared their propeety equally |

wilth their brother believers Irc-u_-n
. who had left all of their
in Mecon be CsCape

HAVING VISITED and lived
among Muslims in Sudan, Egypl,
Italy, France and Sweden, I can
truly bear witness that 'lh-l:_ Mus-
lims live up to fulfilling this call
in Islam: To share and give 1o
brother Believers egually.

Providing comfort for a Mus
lim brother is one of the main
hopes and alms of the True Be
liever, 1f one chserves the Hom-
orable Elijzsh Muhammad, one
will see that he truly fulfills this
eall in Islam, and sets a wonder-
ful example for his followers.

10 he canlnued ...
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