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By Bayylnah Sharrieff

We coutd still hear the protest
shouts of our male colleagues
and gun blasts in the night at

I We felt helpless

o 1d not help. We
were locked In the hoste]l while’
the military was fighting our
m.|1'1-=r colleapuas

WE GOT NO sleep that™might.
We did not know what our fate
as sluedepts at the Univ ¥y of
Khartoum, Spdan, would b 'hu!.
one thing certain the public was
being made aware of the type of
governmeni which they had.

gt to us that one s
b science student was
hJ. hw.- bullets {one in the hm..
the other in the stomach).
bronze bust now stands af hlh:l
on the path to the university's
library.

At 6:10 am, th# Tollowing
morning all of the girls n the
hostel went to the campus for
the funeral. All of the studenis
were standing around and only
slight whispers could be heard.
It was a wvery quiet solemn
scene, After wailing for a while
In fromt of the administration
huilding same nl tJu* m}.men

era, they went after l'lj!ll-_.":h?.:f
thought that he was an AmMETi-
ca and as they beat him they
cucsed the A rrlE'T‘ll:"!I:l EOvern-
menkt.

When I got close to that ‘area,
I noticed his accent - and - knew
that he was a German and not
an Amertean. I told thE students

beating E1:|m His an‘:ﬂrn h'lﬂ :il
ready been dP_-iI'.ru'.:m!.

WE WAITED at the hospital
an the open road for the body af
the dead student. It v.ras Very

time 35 studenls were ln the hos-
s |pital with bollet wounds. The
doctors had to examine the
body, and an investigation had
¢ be made to prove or disprove
the police slatement.

As we weited at the hespital
many of the students passed out
because of the heat. They were
wegk due to the turmoil af the
previous nipht, There were very
few (rees near the hospital, and
ng shade was present under
which to protect ourselves from
the intense heat wavw

and informed the others of 'therl' Erou

plans.

We were told - that the d.ead
ﬂudrnls hrﬂ; Was at the hnr‘p:-

'tudr-nts
o ﬂh‘ Impliat ‘We took the larg-
sl main street leading from the
university to the hospital for our

!_g_qr___m:i]e colleapues
were wearing biomd stained
clothing, Their eyes were ted,
some had bandages on the'rr
limhs and around their bheads
Nome of them had changed the
clething or had any sieep that
—previons - night — Some—of —them
were Umping, bat the look of
determination could be seem in
their eves. It was a very piliful
sight. -

Tt wonld normally ke hard for
an American bo-imagine sich a
ight,-botsince-the-dots_in . Mew..
ark, Walts, Chicago, and Detroit
{t0 name a few) an American
can imagine the terrible clash of
armed, well disciplined troops
against armless, defenseless, un-
trained students. This was at
7:00 am, arbond the 2ist of Oc-
tober, 1064

As we walked quietly a young
white man with glasses ran in
ameng us and stood on the smzil
plot of land in the middle of the

avenue facing the praocession
with a camera. When the male
students saw him with the cam-

COlleagues
Lnbr.-n-. (mational dress) over me
overing my head, shoulders and

hu-r.tﬂ on .mth derwndIallmu It
nid only served as a means of
protection from the hot son, buot
also a5 a lipht weight coat, and
85 a camouflags among 1he ofh-
er Sudanese. Mo ome coold tell
that I was a foreigner.)

Some members of the dead
Audent’s family came out of the
hespital erying, Others were
ujrj.tlg_wlth__:l.hem to_shaw. sym-
pathy, The Sudanese are wvery
sympathetic. If- their friend is
happy and joyful, they share in
the happiness and joy of their
Tiend, 48 O it were Lhelr own;
for the zense of Brotherhood is
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exactly that close. If their friend
is ill, or sad they share in their
friend’s sadness and sympathlze
with his ills, One can really feel
thm.r sincerity in their expres-

-ofemotions—And,-one-feals
a part of the whole. The Honor-
able Elijah Muhammad teaches
us that in Islam every Muslim is
a Brother to another Muslim.
And this s universal among the
Muslims.

THE BODY was given to the
students at 10:30 am. Some
members of the university’s staff |
put on their graduation robes
and walked with_the students.
Some of them carried the stu-
dent's body,

Thé body had been  washed,
then wrapped in a long white
cloth. The Muslims do not proc-
ess_the dead human hody_with
perservatives for burlal as do
the Christians, and therefare
must bury thelr dead within 24
hours aner death The scripture
eaches rom dust we
came and ‘to dmt we shall re-
turn. - The— Holy—Qur'an -also
feaches us that we are-made of

the soil and nourished by the
soil and what is of the soil must
return to the soil. Muslims in
general do not bury their dead
In a coffin. The white cloth is all
that is between the dead body
and the soil. Islam teaches us
that dedth is part of the ¢yecle of
nature.
(To be continued)
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