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The Sudan

By Bayyinah Sharrieff
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“IM ORDER to cxist in an
Islamic society and he
comfortable one fas to submit
and Follow all of the ways and
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I was 20 years old when I
went (o the Sudan to study at
the University of Khartouwm,
and 1 was not a Muslim. T had
been forewarned of the wvast
differences within that society
as opposed to the American
‘ wt as the old adage
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linside the hostel) thewv thought
that I was one of them and
spoke 1o me in Arabic
gxpecting me to res

noan the same. T
mute, but then I answere
a smile and a few words 1o
explain my inability to speak
Arabic. Indeed I
made the same mi
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t]']t. male students, One of [y
female colleagues told me,
“vou shouldnt speak 1o the
bows \l-]'u'.rl we

them." [ thought she

[or saving th]a tome, and I told
her that T saw no harm in this.
She told me, that men did not
respect a girl iF she o

the fac men, and was easy
ix speak th. I wanted to
aronve her wrong al that time,
But, I was one and th

many. T had to stop loo

the b ares in order to have
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