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Sudan Students Wanit o
Know About Blacks in U.S.

By Bayyinah Sharriefi

culties fnvolved by citing one

My presence at the University | simple example where an Amer-

of Kbartoum, Sucdan
many inguiries from the student:
of my Black people In Amcrica.
The students were very eager Lo
learn sbout Blacks here in
Ameriea, and many evenings
asked me to tell them sbout the
Elack people in America,

brought [ ~an so-called Negro might drive

up in a red convertible sport car
along side of a Sudanese Muslim
girl and say “'hey baby, what’s
happening,

They were amazed at this ex-
ample, and thought that I wa:
Kaggerating, espeefally when 1

labeled this as being a “typical”

AT THAT time I was not real-
ly acquainted with Muhammad
Speaks newspaper, but I had
teed on the history of the Ameri-
‘can so-called Neero from works
by the late A. J, Rogers.

I had also had the honer of
studying under the late Dir, Leo
Hansberry on the history of the
Black man, and therefore gave
an accdunt of our life during the
times of shackled slavery to the
present bounds of economic and
social slavery of the so-called
American Negro.

With the exception of the brief
outlines of the trizngular trade
of molasses, rum, and slaves
(dealt primarily by the Europe-
ans, with West Africa, and the
West Indies) mentioned in }

istory books, mo other

books on this subject were avail-
able to the general public or to
the average university student.

I WAS often asked “why do
not you be a Muoslim and stay
here and live with ws?' The
girls at the hostel listened to my
descriplion of the American so-
called Negro's history with tears
in their eyes when they heard of
the brutality under which we suf-
fered.

I was asked many times by
my female colleagues, “why do
not your peaple come to tho Su-
dan?™

They toldme, “we have 3
large country which is under-
populated, and we have much
room for your people.’’ I was
really surprised by thelr request,
and I tried to answer as best I
could, explaining the moral, and
general habltudes and customs
of our people, which would pre-
vent them from being accepted
in the Islamie Sudancse sciety,

ENOWING how thelr men and
women do not speak, in public,
1o thosz who are not in their
families, I could not imagine
these two different cullores
(American-Christian, and Su.
danese-Muslim) mixing and ex-
isting - in-peace and harmony. 1
tried to explain to them the diffi-
— e T e et

cxample, I told them that our
people as a whole could nat fit
inte their society unless they

jwenl through a total reclviliza-

tion training.

The young male students said
that if the American so-called
Negro accepted Islam, and be-
came Muslime, their adjustment
to the Sudanese Muslim society
would be much easier, 1 remind-
cd them of how I (being one of
America) had to be checked cop-
stantly when I first went there,
and had to adjust to their way
of life of; speaking saftly, not
wearing perfumes to the univer.
sity, not pazing into the oyes of
the male students, ele., or leave
my scholarship to the university.

THEY WERE dismayed at
these problems, They said that
they wanted to help our people,
but then they had to focus their
atienilion on their own to help
develap their Coantry,

They questioned me on the
Honorable Elijah - Muhammad,
but at that time I knew nothing
of the Honorable Elijah Muham-
mad, except that he was the
Leader and Teacher of the
“Black Muslims" in America,
(Flease keep in mind that these
were university students).

Having now accepted my “nat-
ural religion" (as stated in the
Holy Qur-zn) and having come
into the knowledge of myself and
my God, Whose proper Name is
Allah, and having heard the
teachings of the Honorable Fli-
jah Muhammad, I realize the
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brotherhood which Islam enh-
ances,

THOSE WHO have accepted Is-
lam as a religion are all mem-
bers of one family. The unity of |
love in purpose and existence is

s that which
one has with his family mem- |
bers equally. Islam also outlines
the proportions of which one
shares his property with his
brother.

On reading the history of Mu-
hammad of 1400 years ago one
sees that when Muhammad and
his followers Jeft Mecca and
went to Medina that those of
Medina who accepted the reli-
gion of Islam divided their prop-|
erty in half with their brother
refugees from Mecca.

The Honorable Elijah Muham-
mad through his deliverance of
the teachings of Islam is clean-
ing our people and civilizing
them to the life and laws of a
clean divine society—that of Is-
lam. Not to live but to meet|
with our Brothers and Sisters in
Islam on an equal understanding.
Islam is not only a belief in the
one God. 7

2

HIS LAST Messenger, and the
history and scriptures of the
prophets but also a way of life |1
with rules of government based| 4
on Freedom, Justice and|z
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