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On My Life in the S_udan

By Bayyinah Sharriefl

- I was told cne mornlng, while
a stodent at the University of
* Khartoum, Sudan, that there
were three Amerlean Black men
who had been at the university a
fow weeks. T wondered why T had
not been informeed of their pres-
ence before this time. Usually,
when Black Americans came o)
the capital city, I was told soan|
_ after their arrival

THE GIRLS at the university
told me that no one trusted the
three of them. That the attitude
and mannerism of the Americans
were not in accord with the laws
of Islam. The girls zaid that
these men tried to look into their
eyes when passing them on the
campus, and doe to their attitude
and mannerisms no one was will-
ing to heip them.

I felt sorry for them and Itold |E
the girls that I wanted to mest
them. My request somehow|
reached the three young men, for
that afternoon at 1:30, after
classes, I was taken to meet
them - at—-the-university—gahawa

(out door cafe.™)

" They stood as 1 approached
and the three of them seemed
very eqper to meet 3 female. I
spoke with them for approxd-
mately two hours. I took them to
the mugarin {the junction of the
Blue and White Niles) where we
I'I.d.d (l‘lld soft. dnnk&‘ and sat on

of the three was an American.
The other two were from Ghana.
The three of them were students
at the University of Accra, who
gaid that they came to the Sudan
to practice their Arabic. They
were-to-stay - in - the Sudan-ap-
proximately one month, then go
to Egypt before returning toj
Ghana. --———i

THEY TOLIy me that they had
received a very bad reception in
Khartoum. No one came to meet
them at the They told
me that they took a taxd into the
city from the alrport, amd that
they had to wait about two huun

dations which they had, nor did
“lf"l" apﬁﬁdﬂte the cold auostere-
ness which 1he stodent body gave
thern in geoeral.

I felt sorry for them and tried
to show them the city. T took
them to meet with some of the
Coptie (Christian) Sudanese fami-
lies.

They left within three wesks
after their arrival, T tried to get
some of my female colleagues Lo
meet with these young men, 3
few of them apreed to meet with
them, but when T ook them .to
mest with the young men, they

_[would leave before I could intro-

duge them.

1 went to my female Sudaness
colleagues and asked them why
they treated the visitors to their
universily in such a terrible way,
for the Sodanese hospitality in
gencral i extremely warm. I
was Lold that when the three first

|came, they spoke only English,

but acted as though they woder-
stood  Arabic. They questioned
the students about their goverm-
ment, which was a very lender
subject. They came right after
the overthrow of the Sudanese
military government, in the fall
and winter of 1964, which was
spirited by the students at the
university. They also wanted to
know where they could get alco-
holie beverages, and they contin-
ped to guestion the ul:-ere::‘hm'ts

of the fermnales,

THE SUDANESE did not trust
their visllors primarily because
they were not Muslims, they
were Christians, The ftype of
guestions which they asked made
the Sudanese suspicions of them
&nd the idea that they were spies
for the American government be-
{gan to spread among the. sin-
dénfs. Their cootinooues indquiries
after the women of the university
made the students erect an invis-
ible wall of protection anound the
female students and they were
not able to pierce this wall.

How can you trust that one’s de-
cision, in A matter, if that one
does not respect your laws?
What basis did that one have for
his decision? How can you lrust
him in your home, if you have no
bagis on Wwhich te build this
trug? 0 L

THIS EFISODE iz just to ilus-
trate that the Sudanese do not
triest ome who does not submit,
comply or honor their laws. Is-
lam is the basis on which they
build their trust. If one decs not
submit and comply to the laws of
Islam, then that one ks mot ac-
copled - into- their—society. These
are also Lhe teachings of the
Honorable  Elijah  Muohammad,
our Leader and Teaf:.her

OUR MESSENGER, lJIE Honor-
able’ Elijah Muhammad gquotes to
the Muslims from the Holy Qur-
an, “0 you who believe, take not
the Jews and the Christians for
friends. They are the friends of

er. And whoever
amongst you [akes them for
friends he iz indeed one of therm.
Surely Allah puides oot the un-
just-pecple.” (Holy Quran 8:51).

(Continued from page T)

level that the scientific revolution
must take place in developing
couniries like African coontries if

hﬁtsmmmmsma ;
of low-lying lamd has bheen raised

The Honorable Elijah Muham- |-

mad has called to our attewtion
many times that it is the law of
nature for each to go to its own.
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