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- By Bayyinah Sharrieff wear to cover theit beads, shoul-

Fatma and I boarded a bus in | ders, bosoms and part of their

Wad Medani to reture to Khar- [ arms). We did not speak to any
toum, the capital of Sudan. Her | of the male passengers-on this
brother, Bashir Wasir Bashir | trip. : _
drove us to the bus station,| a. did the other females on
which was a small building in an IJ!Eth;LE- wa rdj:[ ot 'A’:'-J.Lk aroumd
cpen yard. Many buses were|...n l'r.bst-::ppe-:.l. By the time we
{fi“?eﬁaﬂ"; 1"?:5';:;“‘3;? -dai reached the station in Khartoum,
i : i we were very exhausted. We tel-
with Bashir. F'itma and T wvjr:' ephoned our families. T was liv-
io return to Khartoum for a few ing with the family of Siham
days then go north fo Atbara (3} 4yoeieh, whose husband (Mah-
city North of Khartoum at the|p,.3 0sman Kulieb) 1 knew
junctions of the river Nile, and | yon po was a student at the
the river Athara). University of Michigan. In a

Frs short time they came for us.
WE HAD PACKED smalll gyon wo reached home, we

lunches in the event that We be-| poiheq and ate a small meal
came hungry on the long JOUey | for rosting a few hours, some
#Ead which rwa'; to last eight tu: members of Fatma's family
We left Wad Medani about 9| Siham's family’s home was
am. The bus was packed full of | lke my own. They had preparcd
many mﬂp]_g‘ There was much |2 beautiful reem for me and 1
laughing and conversing at the |Stayed there whenever 1 wanted
station before our departure, for (10 get a break from my room on
many of the travelers’ relatives [the campus.
and fricnds had comie to bid| As T reflect om my ride from
them a good journey. Wad Medanl to Khartoumn, I re-
It was a small bus, similar to|call the securily which T felt
a coumtry school bus. Since the|during thiz trip. ‘This would
roads were not finished a crude |hardly be the case In travellng
bumpy ride was ahead for us, |C0Ss coundry on ap American
Frequently the bus had to stop|bus, where the driver would
for small herds of sheep or|hardly look after the safety of
goats to cross the road. Tt was a|iwoe Black young women, He
very warm day, And, air condi-[%ould hardly bring us a solt
tioning was not to be found with | cold drink free of charge witheut
the exception of the open win- |another thooght of becoming fa-
dows which were without screens | miliar, But then this is-one of
ot this hus., the basic differences between an

Nelther of us felt like eating | lS1amic society and a Christian

on the road. The ride was un-|50Ciety.

a5y h "I ¥ =
E:;;' h'aljl:pyaf; ;;:n::srha}mem:n ISLAM TEACHES against the
travel by bus, 50 a3 to become | ust of man for woman and vice
familiar with a popular. form of | Voo o It is against the universal
transpartation in the Sudan. cthical laws of Istam to fust. It

z Is not an act of a righteous per-

l_i:ashlr had spoken to the bus son, and 3 riphteons person is a
driver aboul Fatma and me. |Muslim, To aveid the possibility
And, when we made a stap, the |of creating sich desires in man,
dnvm-‘bmuﬂr. us bth 3 cold|and woman, Islam strietly in
soft drink. structs both the male »nd female

Every time the bus came to a|to mot lock inte the cyes of the
small villape, it stopped. The other lest they invite an cvil in-
driver asked us if there was|tent or arise a disease which is
anything that he could get for us|hidden within another, (Holy
to make our trip more comforta-
ble, Children ran up to the win-
dows of the bus, with fruits and
handierafts in their hands to sell
the passengers. The men shouted
from their fruit and vegetable
stands to those of us who re-
mained on the bus to come and
se€ thelr- merchandize and pro-
duce. Fatma purchased bananas
and margees for her family in
Omdorman.
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WE DID NOT have to worry =
about being Insulted or molested LE2:0430
on our trip, For this was a Mus-
lim country, As females we felt
safe. Especially sinee we were
hoth dressed a3 Muslims. Fatma
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Quran 24:30). The Holy Qur
zlso imstructs the woman not o
speak too softly to any man for
soft speech is a charming atirib-
ote of a female and even though
it may not be intended to attract
or Invite a-male 0 make some
act or acts of apgression, it may
do 50 (Holy Quran $5:32). In an
Tslamic seciety the women do
mot speak 1o men olher than
their husband and blopd relatives
to avoid such misunderstamding.
They even hesitate to speak with
their second and third male
cousins,

The Honerable Elijah Muham-
mad instructs the woman not to
indulge in idle conversation with
those outslde of the Believing
men, unless it is absolutely mec-
essziy. For believing men and
women  his instructions™ are the
same. Thiz keeps at a minimum
the possibilities of Jetting the Be-
liever fall victim to misunder-
standings and temptations,

Find Presidency
Cost $50 Millien

WASHINGTON=—The astronomi-
cal cost of political campaipns
has eome to light here from two
soirees which assert that candi-
dates, from President to dog-
catcher, spent between $250 mil-
licn and $300 million o this
¥ear's campaign.

A THIRD of that total was
spent in pursuit of the Presiden-
cy alone. *

The estimates, compiled by ex-
peris in campaign financing, are
supported by an Assoclated
Press survey of political spend-
ing. L
Aside from the Presidential
race, the costliest contests are
those for major statewide offices
in the big states.

According to the estimates,
Nixon's backers spent 350 million
in 1968.

The burning question, of
course, is who provides these
funds and what do they recsive
in return.
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