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‘Life in a Girls’ Hostel’ at

University of Khartoum in the Sudan

By Bayyinah Sharrieff
One will find the females)|

|1iving In the hostels of higher
| educational institutions liv-

|

| Ing as one family

in the Su-

{dan.

!
!
|

ONE NEED not lock ane's

room or one's cupboard or|

| even hide one’s purse among

ilhc Musli
|is against the laws

im Sudanese, for it

1to steal

ifty

the

Two hundred and f
young ladies belween

fages of 17 and 26 lved to-

{ these

iour'h a large number

|

0

|erally

tgether within the gates of
the girls' hostel in the Sudan |
and during my 22 months of
life there, not once did I wit-

ness or hear of an argument |
amon¢gl

nr disagreement
Young women.

I imagine that many of the
readers of this article will
ind this very hard to De-
lieve, but in a soclety of

peace one finds no way for|

Of course, in
of peo-
ple, one will find It subdi-
vided into smaller groups.
The girls of thie same town
(who grew up together; gen-
would room and eat
together.

THE university drew stu.
dents from all over the Su-
dan—the area of which is
approximately 4 the size
of
worked as a unit. They ns-
sisted one another in what-

arguments,

ever they found the other,

lacked.

Girl's

(Continved from

teachings of
& foundation

butld a strong Natlon (fam- | Tt
Once we
ah,
Person of Mas
Fard Mubammaod,
sider every ot
of our family.

s
ily)
one God, All
in the

member
even address
prother and

Muhammad

work togetheér as a unit for
the benefit of our unit, He
teaches us to Xeep peace

of Islam |

The possessivé pronoun, x women began to study at the
‘mine,' was practically ab-| University of Khartoum,
tsent among the girls in tmll
llshmk soclely. There was| IF ONE student is gullty
..mc‘l respect !or the poss. |o! incorrect behavior It re-

sslons of others. If one was/|flects on all of the female
,go:nz; out to visit a family or | students in general. So to
to a tea, one would have all|kxeep o good respectable
she lacked and needed from|{name and reputation for
the other girls before she|themselves, the girls work
left the hostel, The volume|in a unit. T am speaking here
of ring among the girls|only of the Musiim girls at
[ mmense, Including | the university. Their objec-
money and gold. tilve is to help one another

They were aware of each|W do right for the good of
|other's weaknesses, but al-|all—and they thus worked as
|lowances were made !nrlﬂ unit,
the~e weaknesses, The weak-! I do not say that there
’ncv of one was not exploited | were no elements of person-
lor publicized by another. ality conflicts among the 250,

{but I do _say that these ele-
I DID rot find the air"' ments of conflict we re not
|there gossiping about one|apparent. As I said in the
|anotheér—unless that one of |beginning of this article, al-
|whom they were speaking|lowances were made for the
'h.v.d or was aling the laws [shortcomings or weaknesses
{of their ..Jclc.-. In such of another.
cases, the matter would be! The girls considered each
discussed and one would go0'another sisters. This unity of
to the person in guestion! family love was a beautiful
{ {usually a relative or a girl| harmony, which enabled the
from the same town) and .n-‘ girls to work together for the
quire or advise her on a per-| betterment of all. Islam pro-
sonal level, vided the unity of family

The female students at the|love and those who belleve

luniversilty were under very
strict observation, for this is

in the principles of Islam
are looked upon as brothers

the USA. The girls!

Islam, given us |

sister,
The Honorable E |

the first t{ime single :nm";!.md gisters. Thus these girls
'and females are together in|were united and worked to-
classrooms and in general. gether for the good of all
For a very long period|and were a strong unit,
women did not receive for-
mal educations outside off THE Honorable Elljah
'the home, and I belleve that|Muhammad has, through his

(Continsed on page 11)

Llfe in the Sudcm

Ahrough love in our family
unit, and to help ourselves
so that we can h rr‘;) o:xrf
and sister

(it was as recent as 1854 that

vage 103
upon which

believe in the 7@ seen the br._uv_,‘ or
Who came |peace and love in the Islam
t ¢ riic sociely among the 250 girl:; |
we con-|in the hostel of the Univer- |
her believer a|sity of Khartoum, and there. |
We | fore can fully support the ob-
one another as 'Jv €S o. the Honorabl <-;
i..Iu I — 0 unite us in|
ija nlt‘u x'ali'ziu:: of peace (Islam) | ’
us to|S0 that we may work toget th- |
er as one unit with love !or!
the benefit of all in our unit. |

To be continued ’
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