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Onlife In
The Sudan

By Bavyinah Sharrieff

One of the most remarkable
characteristics  of  the
Sudanese  youlh o which—-]
admired immensely was their
desice and  dedication  to
develop their coumtey,

Heing a student among them
praciically two full years s
me much opportunity to learn

and understand and appreciate

their desiee: for, T teo. had
cimiliar desire, “'to learn so
that I could help my people.'”
This was my first experience
being among all Blacks in a
Black imsbwtion. T had
formerly  attended  Eastern
Michigan University.  io
Ypsilanti, and the University
of Michipan in Ann Arbor,
Michigan were the number of
Blacks {0 whites was about 1ot
100, And that whenever we had
the clance, we had parties
with neighboring University
Black students and went io
watch or participate in sports.
Life in am American
university  was so  different
from life in this university in
the Black . predominently
Islamic society. I do not
believe  that these Muslim

{o deaw picturcs, danee, «

students  even  thought of
having a lot of parties and
playing sporis. The University
was a place of learning. 1t had
Tiik ;L-‘I}'I'.I'lELH.'i]I”[!I nor art
theaters,

The theaters woere
cducational  lecture  halls.
There were no drarmmatics, nor
art, not music courses of study
at the University. The
university faculties were in the
SCISCES, malhematics,

iine —chemistrr-hielogy,
I engineering, history.,
law II;]:I.]'m.. and civily and
the lanpuages.

I rcemember questioning
sorne of my female colleag
about the absence of 3
gymnasium and faculties of
practical arts.and music. They
locked at me as i T wore crazy
for  asking  them  <uch a
question and replied, " Thisisa
univeristy. One does not come
1o a university 1o play music.
or 10
play sporls” This s nol
something  that they wonld
study. These are thinps that

ey could do on their own.

Ome of them repeated, ©
is a university,'" and loo
tne as if to "how could you

 of asking. us such a
L Y- I-told - them that
such courses of studvy and
degrees  were  offered  in
America.  They  could  not
imagine this. They took their
studles  very seriously and
worked very hard at them so
that they would be active

1hl..1

developing their country.
It was not until I heard the
g5 of the Honorahle
Elijah Muhammad wherein he
5 the need of technical

ope and hring forth our
on, the Mation of the Black
sp-called  American  Nepro,
that [ remembered  this
incident.
We do not meed to dle our
tire and energies on sport and
ay—We - need—{o—join our
pies and pursue courses of
study which will aid us in
building an establishmentl for
our own Blatk kind,
independent of the white man
These are ohe leachings of the
Honorable Elijah Muohammad,
and if we think aboul 1herm,
and eonsider them. we should
seea beawtiful  lile  faor
ourselwes and our offspring.
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