For more information visit

Bf;fherhﬁéd ‘of Islam

/ By Bayyinah Sharrlelf
One of the mest remarkable
characteristi¢s which I found “of
the Sudanese people in general
was ~their unity: Their together-
ness. And, this was beautiful.

WALKING on a street in town
one will see, at prayer time,
many men howing and prostrat-
ing in unity in prayer fo Allab,
the Almighty God. Showing their
submittance and humbleness to
that one Divine Supreme Power.

In the suk (market place) one
will See shop ownmers and their
customers drinking hot tea or

cold lemonade seemingly discuss-
ing the dajly affairs and events

of their surroundings. It is a
peaceful society.

The Sudanese do not, in gen-
eral go shopping individually as
do people of western societies
and cultures. They go in pairs or
in small groups, usually consist-
ing of family members. One
even seldom sees a Sudanese
walking alone on the streets.

Living in the girls’ hostel at
the University of Khartoum, Su-
dan, I had the opportunity to
observe closely this unity among
the female Sudanese. They
helped and assisted one another
as if they were blood sisters.
When one had foods or fruits
sent to her from her family, she
would distribute it to those in
her area, making it possible for

many of the girls to share in her
plcasure -She would not be con-
tent if they refused her offer, or
neglected to-join her in enjoying
her things. They worked closely

. |with their studies. We girls in

that hostel lived as members of
one family. And, this was no
special hostel. It was:normal for
them, for they had been raised
to share their things, and selfish-
ness of materialistic possessions
was nil. Whatever they had was
available to whoever had a need
or a desire for it.

WHEN AND if any foreigner
or alien element cntered their
environment they were united.
They collectively observed it and
then collectively accepted or re-
jected it. They were like one
vein, vet there was variety in
their degrees of concentration.
Observing them closely, I real-
ized that this vein was Islam.

People tend to associate and
befriend those with whom they
share common interests, habits,
motives, etc. The Sudan is such
a large country, 1/3 the size of
the US.A,, yet its people in the
north act as one organ to foreign
elements, why? Islam. They
were united in-one life, by Is-
lam.

Unlike the western society
(Christian, American) in which I
had been raised, the Islamic so-

(Continued on page 29)

On Life In Sudan,
‘Brotherhood of Islam

The Sudanese peo-

d to know if mot

or personally, of ome

Tamily.

i largely by the laws

their religion (I=-

as unlike the Chris-

T thl..l knewn and ohserved

ira, There was  theff,

nd adultery, and in-

in immoral and inde-

aof all types in Ameri:

s not trust in Amer-

n Americans, Where

brotherhood which

Christianily was 1o establish? In
America it seemed .:'Ir.Er]t

Thelt in_1he Sudan Was hardly.
Uhand o an*muid and-waiild

The Sudanese |

striving hard to establish here in
the midst of an evil sociaty
(America) wherein are dane zlf
of the cvils and vices which the
scriptures state, “thou shalt not

*, The Homorable Elijah Mu-

mmad instructs ws that the

lack man in Amecrica are all of
one family, He has been teach-
mg this for over 3§ vears, This
is fimally taking effect on the
Black man [n America, And,:al-
though he docs hot want to ae-
knowledpe the origin of this fact,
he accepts it now as truth and
refers o one-another a5 “Broth.
er and - Sister.”  Yet a unity
through a realization of the fam-
ily, the extended family has
come to the mind of the Black
man_in America (thanks {o the
Honorahle  Elijah  Muhanmad's
continuous efforts). This i= a

;| prelude to the society of prace
_|leading - to paradise. A paradise
- on earth- while you are aliv

T _againsi _the laws uI
i not  tolerated.
I zelves inforced
w5 of mur.'l[ﬂy‘ through

aradise to be in a

ein theft, murder

'::]d‘mn argl mdhtnmw are
i t the Honorable Eli-

d Is trying and

this not what we all desire to

have?

CHAFTER 49 of the Holy Qur-
an teaches us that - ‘the Efllﬂ\
-{ers-—{those - who - belleve—

xgméj-—-—lerm-nu—h g
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I'ar it is an Arabic word meaning
submitiance to the Will of God,
which i5 goodness.
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