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ON LIFE IN THE SUDAN

By Rayvinah Sharriel

One of the most plifel and
-disgusting articles which [ have
read was that which appeared in
Ebony's Awpgust, 1948 issue on
[eRot Jones, being exalted as
the *Mations leading Black wril-
er”™ and the “nmewest cullural
hero in the Black community.”™

I WONDER te which Black
communiiy they were referting?
Fechaps only o & Small one
willitn Newark, Kew Jersey
where his so-called “sphrit
house't @5 located. For certaindy
thase who have been to Africa
knmw  fhal what Mr. Jdopes s
prometing s certainly mot prac-
tieed gmonp the educated classes
of Africans, nor is it for those
who have an undersianding  of
who s the Black man,

There is no limst to {he confo-
sion - pesuiting from the lack of
knewicdme shown by ihe Follow-
ers of Mr, LeRoi Jones and the
aclual slapidity of his repressn-
Tatien a8 depicted in this articke. |
For example: Miperia dsed to bl
vortlposind of Dwe regions.  The
women of 1he four majer Tegions |
have their own way of '|.I\.-'|'~e|]:-|:|i:|gI
Ul head pieces, and their skirts. |
Fach region has patterns of ma- |
terints and colors o identify them
with their respective regions, One
waold not find one woman with |
a eombination of clothing from |
all of the regions in Migeria. - i

However those pitlful followers
of LeRoi Jones are so lacking in
sich knowledme that they show
thamselves representing not only
diffecenl refplons In ope eountry,

bul differenl cultures in Coun-
1ries as far apart as Ghana and
Fenya,

THE MAMES which thty have
{chosen  for themsclves do  not
| even apre: with the dresses they
[weer: Swahili {language of East
Africa) names with western gar-
mems. They are mixing up
dreases, cultiores, foods, and now
lnpuapes, This is a conglomer-
aledd mess. The African who sees
my EBlack Brothers and Sisiers
wearlng these mixedup gir-
ments- only hold pity for them.
They themselves do not like to
e Lheit cullure mixed with an-
ofher cullune,

15 MR, JOMES trying to pro-
mobe African unity on their per-
s0m5 by representing 5o many
Afeican counirics? This is ridieo-
lous, There are too many cul-
tures there te try to mix them.
There can onfy b one cullure
for one man: for i and when
man iries to combine cultures,
he often conlradicls himsell and
cansst bt help Lo corfused. My
poar BErothers and Sisiers, why
follow somesne whoe will only
lead you o maockery  amnd  rids-
cule — mnlding yoursell afer o
mixed-up Alfrican style? Why
choose  to follow and  identily
yourse lves with a civilization
which hazs yet to be made civl-
lizid. Oreer the past ten years
and ' until  just  recently  these
terms were wsed (civilized anpd
ungivilized) now they hawe heen
replaced by the words “develop-
inp country," and “underdevel

oped counlry.” The Africans The pictures clearly showed men
themselves refer to thelr coun-|siting  ameong women, This is
tries as such. They see you iden- certainly oo Islam. M also
tifying yaurselves after the un-[shiwid bare arms amd legs of
depdeveloped part of their coun- women. This 5 not Islam. No
try, and they do nol respect you decent Muslim woman would
for such aclions jdaneo before a proup of men as
| shewn in this article, The article

EBONY magazine pietured gagied that this so-called Orthe-
food spread an the feor, Oal¥ ) dox Musiim “is {he minisler of
thi Mk‘t of the uﬂdE‘l‘d‘E"‘-"E‘I.'|mE H__a“.a|d“ ra]ﬂ-j_“ How Ccant a

not even known in Islam. Why is
he using Islam as a spring board
for his made up religion? I3
beciause of the success which is
caomang  to  Messenger Muhame
mad and his ollowers?

THE NONORABLE Elijah Mu-
hammad is honored and recog-
nized by Muoslim scholars end
scaentists  all ower  the  world.

oped  countrics eal' off of the| Muslim minister be anything buy LeeK at the achievements of the

floor. Fhony also pictured two|
shirtless brothers deinp a “'war-
rier's dance'; really, how far
back have they gane? flave they|
reached bark 1o those  years|
prior in oup being tricked and|
foreed intg coming o Amitica in |
the white man's slave Ships?

The reader may qUestion my
authortly {o wrile charping those
whoe choose tn ddentifly  them-
gelves with the worst of civiliza-
twons in Africk. T lived in the
Bepublic of the Sodan, Africa
twer yrars and while there asse-
clated Wwith Africans from Niger-
i, Ghana, Kenya, Upanda, Moz
ambique, £ambia, and Tanzania.
I alze had clese asseciation with
many African diplomats in Eu-
rope for an additienal year.

Thiz article mentioned the
“graditional  dance'™  being  the
“high light" of the celebration. |
Whal tradition® Whose tradition? |
Was  this somcthing Mr, Jones|

made up® T0 also pietured wom-| 20K What kind of Muoslim has 4§
s P Spirit hoose? He is no Muslim I_.ul
arlicle stated that Mr. Jones is!Promote these things which are|

en dancing before the men. The'

an Orihodox  Muslm.”  What|
Orthodox Muslim would permit |
such an affarr vielating the mor.;
al tws of decency of Islam?|

| his

Istam® What
Taith?

is this Hawaida

WHAT MUSLIM anvwhere on
the planel earth would recopnize
LeRoy  Jones  {chosen  mame
Ameer Baraka) and his Iollowers
as Muslims by whal was pre-
sented in this article? Mone, T am
sure, Where dsd Mr. Jones gel
his Islam? What made him even
congider Islam? He did not
chooze 1o even acknowledge Is-
lam until he heard and read the
leachings of the Honorable El-
jah Muhimmad. Why would he
send his chitdren 1o the Univer
sily of Islam of Muhpmmad's
Mosoie Mo, 23 in Mewark, New
Jersey {up o wvery recently) If
weas  for  ghild  education
wiere 50 poed? He took sopae of
what the Honorable Elijan Muo-
hammad s teaching lhen added
his ofnfused thouphts apd now
has this "spirit house™ i New-
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)

'Muzlims under the guidance of

il cofmpare them Lo that shab-
by “spirit house® of Mr, LeHoi
Jones and see for woursell who
riphily deserves the file of the
“Leader for the Black Man in
Ameerica"™ let alone the newest
cultural hero in the Black com-
mumily.” The workings of the
Honmerahble Elijah Muhammad
surpass by far anything that
Lefoi Jones could dp, for he is
not dwvinety puided, mor bas he
been taught by God in person as
the Honorable Elhjah Mubammad
has Tasen,

Study and compare for your-
selves, then question yourself who
"is worthy to be the Leader. You
will find none except the Honar-
able Elijah Muhammad, The
Messenger of Allah
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