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Life of Islamic Training

By Eayylnah Sharrieff

The Euoropean and American
professors and instructors at the
University of Khartoum, in the Su-
dan, tried very hard to inflonence
“the young Muslim students at
the university to igoore their re-
stricted laws, morals and habits
and take up their loose and im-
moral-Western habits,

IN THEIR lectures, they would
often speak of the young college
students in western undversities
a: being free {o explore their
inquiries and desires and repeat-
edly =ay how restricted are the
laws of the Muslim society In
which they lived.

The professors and instructors
would often invite some of their
Students to meet with them at
their tea parties and other par-
ties 'in the afternoons. At these

- parties the foreign professors
and their families would often
have card games, and serve gl
cohodic beverages and have west.
ern music plaving te create the
right ztmosphere. The female
gludents would not attend these
gatherings, but the male students
ware preatly infleenced by the
loose and carefree life that the
Eurcpeans and Americans were
displaying.

The Americans knew that the
Sudanesa (young) women would
nol come o parties with males
present. 5o, they gave fea par-
Lies for women only from 4:30 to
£.00, once a month, I was not
anxious to attend any of these
tea parties, but our house moth.
er insisted that I, being an
Amerlean, go to one of thase
parties.

My female colleagues were
Very anxious (o attend the first
ope, for the Americans were
known for their grand displays
of great wealth and their abun-
dance of fancy foods.
charmed the Sudanese with their
displays of wealth and often
gave small gifts to those who
attended their affairs,

THE AMERICAN women
drove the cars themselves to
take us fram the hostel to the
Ambassador’s home for the tea
party. They knew that no female
would ride in a car which was
driven by a strange man (one
not of thelr family): Four. Su-
danese and, mysslf went in a car
driven by a woman from_ Hen-
tucky. Az she was driving she
asked gach of us individually
what part of the Spdan we were
from. I was the last one acked
and I answered, “Tretroft, Michi-
gan." The girls wanted to laugh.
but did not. The driver gazed at
me from the side of her eye,
and her face turned red, She fell
silent, and drove to the party
without pursuing the conversa-
tion further,

After we arrived at the tea
party, we were escorted to the
large and beautiful floral garden
where we sat in the same small
groups with which we came. We
did not see the woman from
Kentucky any more that after-
nood. The other American wom-
en circulated from one group to
another. We were served soft
drinks, tea, cookies, and ecakes
and small sandwiches. They
spake to every girl in my group
but myself. Many of them totally
avoided our group. The girls be-
Fan to talk among themselves
“do you see the way they treat
Christine”™ (lthis was the name
by which I was called before
receiving the Holy Name of Bay-
yinah Sharrieff). “She Iooks like
one of us, but becanse she s an
American they do not respect
her, they ignore her.™

AFTER WE returned to the
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hostel they concluoded that they
were treated well because these
Americang were in their country,.
but had they been an American,
of had they been in America
they would not be treated with
respect. I did not have to ex-
plain anything to them, they

. were wise enpugh to make these

conclusions on their own. They
refused to attend another one of

__these tea partles, and actoally

boyveotted Lhese parties  ‘The
Amerlecan women would prepare
for 100 to 150 female stpdents
and only about I5 would come,
and these were primarily medi-
cal students (who were greatly
influenced by their white profes- §

sorsy and Coptics (Christians).
The Americans thus extended
their Invitation to the women in
general of the capital city-Khar-
toum.

This small incident is just an
example to show how the Ameri-
¢an white man has charmed and

-attracted —many—of —our—Rlack

people with their grand display
of wealth, The Honorahle Elijah
Muhammad, Messenger of Allah,
teaches us that this i the pat-
tern of the white man, and that
this coupled with his unalikeness
is how he has been able to en-
ter, control and rule our Black
people all over the world,

THEU MY travel expericnoces,
I am able to give proof suppart-
ing the teachings of the Homor-
able Flijah Muhammad {onalike
attracts). Put one need Dot go
out of America to see how our
Elack people have been and stifl
are, to a preat extent, charrmed
and attracted to the white man
bere in America, and thus de
orived,
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