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MUHAMNALY SPEAKS

‘Life in a Girls’ Hostel'—Part X

House Mother Hits Sudanese and Their
Islamic Society Customs as “Abnormal’

By Bayyinah Sharrieff were not normal, and going

At the breakfast conversa- into an Islamie .ﬁocicty
tion with Miss Bryant (the where one does nol find men
white woman's warden at miXing with wgmm E‘_xaept
the University of Khartoum, members of their families
Sudan) with the two female I thoughs, in‘agreement with
Coptic (Christian) students, | Miss Bryant, that these peo-
Miss Bryant said that shePle must be abnormal.
wanted to get to know the On universily campuses
girls in the hostel better, here in America when the

SHE expressed the desire Weather is sunny and pleas-
to have three girls every ant (as it 1s most of the time
. ill find

Wednesday visit her h o m ¢ N the Sudan) one w
and breakfast with her. The male and female students ly-

two Coptic girls and I were | IDE on the'lawns together in
the first group she invited. 'the sun, disp)aymg Open Ees:
She told me these two girls ' tures of affection,
were of very good charac-| v 3
s ST vt BUT IN the Sudan, It IS
RSRE R wanted”*.r:chtg not even acceptable for one
- to--look Into the eye of - =a
member of the opposite sex,
unless they were partners in

bé' in good company,
recommended I accept these
girls as friends. She said she

found them trustworthy and SRR : i x
dependable., marriage or members of the

She then commented on|Same family. This is consid-

the Sudanese girls having un- | ;:Cd ?r;;?\u of an evil seek-
Gl s odd ways. She aud il?hou h. t that time I
the Coptic girl said things to | ER 3 at

— did not know it, It is written
the"effcet that the Muslim| % : 7
girls were not really as pure | . the Holy Qur-an that “the

4 Believing women' should
g::mz* OC‘;;‘" as ey ap-|.jower their gaze” (24:31)

; Ay - when in the company of men

THEY told me that it was|, "¢ treir families. I had
not norraal for females to be to comply to this general
separat d from males and|. " G 10T wanted
that sin:e this separation or"'0 live in e'xée amon t.fxc
males {.om females existed |g oo i 8
in the fudan, the Sudanese I wa; told by one of my
;“c -not keeping In the e i sudanese colleagues
ounds of normal behavior. that if T wanted to be ac
She said if I watched them | .ot o ° WHIEC M0 OF ¢
closely, I would notice their| P i P ____
abnormal behavior. !

Coming from a Western MOTOR CITY
society (American) where I'|' PLASTIC COVERS
was brought up to believe | Custom Fitted Furniture Covers
that if men did not mix with | REPAIR WORK DONE
women and vice-versa, they | PHONE 932-6425

we had more In common  just been

‘ thelr society, I must not lock

into the faces of the male
'students at the university.
I was instructed that when
walking on the campus, to
cast down my eyes, when
passing male students. If
arid when I had purpose to
converse with a male stu-
dent, that I must lecok past
him and not in his eyes.

NOT BEING In the knowl-
{edge of myself, God, Whose
| proper name §s Allah, and
I my true religion Islam, I
could not appreciate the val-
ue of conforming to such a
rule, and agreed with Miss

.Bryant to the uncivil and il-|

logical order of that Islamics-
soclety.

Miss Bryant spoke of the
high civilization in which I
had been born and raised|
| {America) and pointed to|
!the industrially underdevel.|
oped Sudan as proof of the
Sudanese being of an unpro-
|gressive civilization. She
thad me look at the material-
{istic poorness of the major-
{ity of the Sudanese as proof
of the people belng unclvil- |
| ized—which is definitely not|
|true, =
| She tried to have me be-
|lleve that since she and I
| were both from Western cly-
| lizatlons (she refrained from
| using the word Christian, due
|to a previous disagreement |
| we had on that subject) that
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loid to me by Miss

than had the Sudanese girls Bryant and the other two
and me. Christian girls, I watched my

Sudanese

sisters with a very

I LEFT the breakfast critical eye, looking for fault
table feeling a little uncer- in their seemingly pure and
tain about my Sudanese Mus- good characters.

Iim friends. With what had To be continued
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