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Born under the Libra sign Oct. 7,
1;97, Muhammad died Feb. 25, 1975.

Muhammad Leaves
Great Legacy Of
Pride And Respect
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“You know something, broth-
er,” he said sadly, “if Elijah My.
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bad rap against the pig and pork,
all Black folks would be Muslims.”

Measured against the teachings
of the Messenger Muhammad,
whose body was being borne to-
ward a final resting place, the un-
solicited eulogy of the so-called
Negro placed him only a pork
chop and a bottle of beer away
from becoming a Black man.
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Until his heart became congest-
ed and failed to pump life into his
frail body on Feb. 25, a day
before his sect’s Saviour’s Day,
Elijah Muhammad had spent 40
of his 77 years as leader of the
Nation of Islam, whose mission
was to transform the Black race
into a Black nation characterized
by clean living, self-respect and
self-uplift—independent of the
white community.

Starting with the simple belief
that “the Black man by nature is
Muslim,” the Messenger spent
four decades getting the message
across. How well he succeeded is,
perhaps, explained by the Nation
of Islam’s National Secretary Ab-
ass Rassoull who made this as-
sessment :

“If you want to know how many
registered Muslims there are in
this country, the number is chang-
ing daily. The Black man is flock-
ing to the teachings of the Hon.
Elijah Muhammad and the num-
ber increases daily. Consequently,
at no one time can any one tell

you the exact number of believers
or followers of Elijah Muhammad
who are registered Muslims.”
While one may question the
number of converts Messenger
Muhammad brought into the Na-
tion of Islam, no one questions the
economic assets amassed under
his leadership. Throughout the
United States, the Black Muslims
own and operate businesses. An
estimated 25,000 acres of land be-
long to them. In Chicago, where
the Nation of Islam has head-
quarters, the business properties
include Salaam Restaurant, Mu-
hammad Speaks newspaper, a

-commercial office building, Na-

tional Clothing factory, Shabazz
Bakery and a $4.4-million reli-
gious temple.

The Muslims own farms and
cattle in Georgia, Alabama and
Michigan. They maintain 40
schools throughout the country
for the education of their chil-
dren. They own a fleet of trucks
and a jet plane for transportation.

At the time of his death, the

Included in the Nation of Islam’s housing program is the Muhammad family
development on Chicago’s South Side. Messenger lived in dome-top home.
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Muhammad Was One Of Most Important

Messenger had started implement-
ing an imported fish project in
Peru to provide fresh fish for his
supermarkets.

Considered the Messenger of
Allah by his followers, Muhammad
was believed by persons inside and
outside his Muslim following to
be one of the most important Black
men in America.

He had a unique penchant for
reforming those thought to be
among the most incorrigible
criminals and drug addicts, turn-
ing their lives around until they
were among the cleanest and most
industrious of citizens.

Through his leadership, the
fiercely loyal Nation of Islam de-
veloped a financial empire, includ-
ing restaurants, sprawling farms,
schools, grocery stores and other
properties, with an estimated
worth of $80 million.
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Muhammad was borp Elijah
Poole in Sandersville, Ga., on Oct,
7, 1897. He was the seventh of 13
children born to Wali ang Mari
Poole, a couple who scratched out
a meager existence on wages
Wali earned as a Baptist preacher,
sawmill worker and tenant farm-
er.

Sprawling cattle farm owned by Black Muslims produces meat products which
are processed and sold to customers in supermarkets owned by Muslims.




A hard worker, the young Elijah
had to quit school in the fourth
grade in order to work to help sup-
port his family. Because working
kept him from his studies while he
was in school, young Elijah Poole
was 16-years-old when he dropped
out of school.

But as a teenager and young
adult his sister taught him to read
and write and he spent long hours
reading the Holy Bible.

Although always physically
frail, Muhammad was always stout
of heart. He objected to the man-
ner in which southern white em-
ployers abused Black employes and
told whites in a firm way to fire
him if his work was poor, but
never to curse him.

The young Elijah Poole worked
in Sandersville and later in Ma-
con, Ga., for the Southern Railroad
where he was a laborer and at the
Cherokee Brick Co., where he was
a foreman.

At the age of 25, Poole and his
wife, Clara, whom he married in
1919, moved to Detroit, where
from 1923 to 1929 he worked in a
Chevrolet auto plant.

In 1930, his life changed. In the
summer of that year he met a
mysterious silk peddler called Wali
Farrad, W. D. Fard and Farrad
Mohammed.

Fard, a self-described prophet,
taught Blacks in Detroit that they
were members of the original and
most superior race of man. He
taught them that he was sent by
Allah (God) to reclaim his lost
people and deliver them from
“man-made” white devils who en-
slaved them.

Elijah Poole was attracted to
Fard and became his closest fol-
lower. Fard’s followers rented a
hall for him to teach in, and at that
point, the Nation of Islam move-
ment was born.

(Continued on page 12)

One of four ships containing a total of 550,520 pounds of fish for Muslims
docks in Los Angeles Harbor as Abdul Karriem and Charles 67X (r) observe.
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In Chicago,.stude'nts line up to enter the University of Islam, one of many
schools which the Black Muslims operate for the education of their children,

(Continued from page 9)

Fard established the movement
in Detroit, developing a University
of Islam to give secondary and ele-
mentary instruction to Blacks, and
he established Muslim Temple
No. 1 there.

But as he moved farther into the
background, he designated Poole
to be the Supreme Minister of Is-
lam and renamed him Elijah Mu-

Inside a classroom, teacher instructs young people how to read and ;
At right, the Messenger receives education award from Prof. Jam Sha

hammad.

In 1932, Muhammad moved to
Chicago where he set up Temple
No. 2. But he returned to Detroit
to aid Fard, who was jailed that
year because of a follower’s sac-
rificial killing of a brother.

Released and ordered out of De-
troit, Fard went to Chicago with
Muhammad but was jailed there

also. After he was released he
write.
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Living up to their philosophy to buy Black and buy cash, the Muslim’s Yur
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Supermarket in Chicago does big business with Muslims and non-Muslims.

stayed out of sight, and to pro-
tect himself from police and de-
tractors, he formed the militaris-
tic Fruit of Islam.

On March 19, 1934, Fard dis-
appeared as quickly and mysteri-
ously as he had arrived, leaving
Muhammad as the leader of the
Nation of Islam. “He put me over
the whole nation,” Muhammad
once said in an EBONY interview.

“He made me the head of the
Black man in America.”

As the new leader of the na-
tion, Muhammad diefied Fard, say-
ing he was really Allah in disguise.

In 1934 he fled Detroit for Chi-
cago because of threats on his life.
He lived as a fugitive until 1942,
when authorities arrested him on
draft resistance and sedition
charges.

Thriving businesses owned by the Nation of Islam include Chicago-based
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Guaranty Bank and Muhammad Speaks, their national newspaper.
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Elijah Muhammad and Malcolm X greet Manhattan Borough President
Hulan Jack in the late 1950s. Messenger Muhammad sits in front of young
heavyweight champ Muhammad Al, who was recruited by Malcolm X.
“That’s the excuse they used,” He was released in 1946, and
Muhammad said. “I was already went about the business of build-
too old. I was 45 years old at the ing the Nation into a huge finan-
time.” cial empire.

| Elijah Muhammad greets Elder Lightfoot Michaux, a Washington D.C., evan-
gelist (1) and on another occasion Rev. and Mrs. Martin Luther King J"'j




Nation Mourns
Muslim Leader

By Gregory Simms

wihllijah Muhammad is dead.
E Long live Muhammad.”
That was the urgent, emo-
tional and apparently universal
theme as nearly 20,000 members
of the Nation of Islam, better
known as the Black Muslims, gath-
ered at Chicago’s International
Amphitheater to mourn the death
of their leader, the Hon. Elijah
Muhammad, and pledge their al-
legiance to his son and successor,
Wallace D. Muhammad, 41.

One after another, the top min-
isters of the Nation praised the
deceased Elijah Muhammad as the
exalted Messenger of the Islamic
God Allah, “who came here in the
person of Master Fard Muham-
mad,” to deliver his divine teach-
ings. And likewise, the ministers

_RELIGION |

pledged to continue their loyalty
and worship of the Messenger
through his son, the Hon. Wallace
D. Muhammad.

And after each declaration of
continued loyalty, there rose the
rhythmic chant, pushed from deep
inside each of the throng of Mus-
lims attending the annual Sav-
iour’s Day ceremony, held each
Feb. 26: “Long live Muhammad.
Long live Muhammad.”

Elijah Muhammad, the undeni-

able and almost deified leader of -

the Muslims since March 19, 1934,
had died just one day before he
was scheduled to deliver his Sav-
iour’s Day message.

The 77-year-old diminutive
leader, considered by many inside
and outside the Nation of Islam to
be the most important and power-
ful Black man in America, had
entered Chicago’s Mercy Hospital
on Jan. 29, for a routine medical

As Elijah Jr. (1) listens, National Secretary Rassoull informs the faithful

at Saviour’s Day activities that Wallace Muhammad () is new leader.
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Fruit of Islam men of Nation shout approval of Minister Wallace as gye.
cessor to his father who built the impressive Muslim empire throughout U, S,

examination. worsened to very critical, and at
But on Feb. 8, he was rushed to 8:10 a.m. on Feb. 25, Elijah M.

intensive care after being stricken hammad was pronounced dead by

with congestive heart failure. His  his personal physician, Dr. Charles

condition was listed as critical. Williams.

By Feb. 17, his condition had So on the morning of Feb. 26,

Dressed in white clothing, women members of National Islam listen as speak-

ers mourn passing of Elijah Muhammad and praise group’s new leader.
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Visibly moved, Miste'r Farrakhan wipes away tears whi‘
Muhammad. Al (¢) and Rev. Jackson also spoke of Messe

e eulogizing My,
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Wallace Named Undisputed Leader Of Muslims

thousands of Muslims, already
greeted with the shock of the Mes-
senger’s death, were also greeted
with speculation that the Nation
would feel the rumblings of a
power struggle over who would
lead the $80-million, 100,000-mem-
ber Muslim empire.

But if it bothered the Muslim
sisters, called Muslim Girl Train-
ees, and the Muslim men, called
the Fruit of Islam, it did not show.

In businesslike and strict mili-
tary fashion, they eagerly entered
the rear of the massive arena, di-
vided themselves by sex to search
one another for weapons and qui-
etly took their seats in the hall,
which wag decorated with four
huge pictures of Elijah Muham-
mad,

Any doubts concerning the uni.

of the Muslim leadership that
1i;'ollowers. might have hag before
he Ceremony were dispelled just

five minyteg after the program’s

speeches began—such wag the en-
thusiasm for the support of Wal-
lace Muhammad.

Abass Rassoull, national secre-
tary of the Nation of Islam, de-
livered the first speech after a one-
hour-and-50-minute closed-circuit
film account of the life of Elijah
Muhammad.

“Today we would like to inform
the world,” boomed Rassoull, “that
there is no leadership crisis in the
Nation of Islam. Almighty Allah,
in the person of Master Fard Mu-
hammad, the Hon. Elijah Muham-
mad and the royal (Muhammad)
family have chosen Wallace Df
Muhammad to lead the Nation 0
Islam.”

“Long live Muhammad, Lotlilg
live Muhammad,” the 20,000 fal
ful followers chanted. ;

“We pledge to our royal éﬂ:;llly
that we love you and we 0 soull
you our very lives,” said I‘t’a §

(Continued on page 52)




- JET EDITORIAL COMMENT

Honorable Elijah Muhammad Built A Kingdom Here On Earth

The Honorable Elijah Muhammad built a kingdom on earth
among people who knew little about faith and hope.

His converts comprised a class few other religions sought
and few could transform into beautiful human beings. His
converts were the down and out Blacks, the poor, the welfare
recipients and the dope addicts, all who saw life as a prison
of despair.

But the Honorable Elijah Muhammad, himself a man who
had perspired in the cotton fields of the South, and who had
toiled in Detroit’s auto plants, shaped his Nation of Islam into
a working religion.

For his multitude, who believed in him and his word, he prom-
ised results, not only a salvation of the mind and body, but also
a kingdom of thriving businesses. And there grew a nation-
wide string of restaurants, supermarkets, banks, a national
newspaper and schools for the children whom many in this
country had believed were unable to learn.

The Honorable Elijah Muhammad did not dine with Presi-
dents or governors. For much of his life, he and his religion
were ignored as just another cult. The Messenger of Allah’s
world concerned his own Black people and their destiny. He
started from storefronts and built a kingdom of service worth
more than $80 million. But this accomplishment was only a part of
his message that oppressed people in America can multiply in
riches and spiritual goodness if only they believe in themselves.

The Honorable Elijah Muhammad is gone but the many sym-

bols of hope in our slums remain as his legacy. |
—SIMEON BOOKER

A wise man and master teacher, Muhammad’s main message pointed

out how Blacks can survive in U. S. through self-love and self-help.

19



Leaders Praise Lm

Black people in the United States
lost one of the most uplifting lead-
ers they have ever known when the
Honorable Elijah Muhammad died
of congestive heart failure at the
age of 77. That was the consensus
opinion of prominent Black civil
rights leaders, politicians and cler-
gymen reacting to the death of the
leader of the Nation of Islam.

- /d .
Jesse Jackson Julian Bond

In the 40 years Muhammad
led the Muslims as their nearly
deified leader, the Messenger of
Allah introduced and popularized
the notion of Black pride through
self-help and self-love, built an
awesome economic empire and
gave many lost Blacks a path to
hope, Muhammad’s prominent ad-
mirers commemorated.

His death, they said, leaves a
vacuum in the spectrum of Black
leadership in America.

“The Honorable Elijah Muham-
mad is dead. The single most pow-
erful Black man in this country
died today,” said Rev. Jesse L.
Jackson, national president of Op-
eration PUSH.

“A prophet,” he intoned, “has
passed from our midst, but his

prophecy lives on. Th
made the message ve:yhf;:::ng}:r
tprned alienation into emam;i 2
tion. He concentrated on taking {)ha a
slums out of the people and the:
the lx;eo:)lekout of the slums,
“He took dope out of vei
put hope in our brains. T
"‘He was the father of Black con-
sciousness. His leadership exceed-

J. H. Jackson

Vernon Jordan

ed far beyond the membership of
the Black Muslims. For more than
three decades, the Honorable Eli-
jah Muhammad has been the spir-
itual leader of the Black Muslims
and a progressive force for Black
identity and consciousness, self-
determination and economic devel-
opment.”

Georgia State Sen. Julian Bond
agreed: “Elijah Muhammad has
presented to Black people in this
country a model of thrift, of hard
work, of devotion to self, and of
cleanliness of mind and body that
we don’t get in many other places.”

Vernon E. Jordan, executive di-
rector of the National Urban
League, said Muhammad was a
man “of unquestioned talents and
leadership ability who has left an

indelible mark on his times.
«Under his guidance, the Nation
of Islam developed into a vital and
positive force within many com-
munities and has provided answers
and services for thousands and
thousands of people. His passing is
to be sincerely regretted but his
legacy of achievement remains as
his eternal monument.”

Roy Wilkins

John Lewis

Rev. Dr. J. H. Jackson, pres-
ident of the National Baptist Con-
vention U.S.A., which boasts 6.5
million members, said the im-
portance Muhammad placed on
self-help made him a leader Blacks
should emulate.

“He emphasized the elements of
self-help, self-respect, and econom-
ic independence,” said Rev. Jack-
son.

“He made a distinct contribu-
tion, not only to his own organiza-
tion but to the people of this coun-
try in that he showed what can be
done with a little sacrifice and a
little effort. In these particulars,
we would do well to emulate his
philosophies and his positions.”

While touring the Virgin Is-
lands, Rev. Leon Sullivan, upon

“"0Of Elijah Muhammad

hearing of Muhammad’s death,
said Black America has suffered
a great loss. The founder of the
Opportunities Industrialization
Centers of America, Rev. Sullivan
said:

“This man and his work were
part of a new frontier for Blacks
in the United States and for Black
people throughout the world. I ad-

Leon Sullivan Richard Daley

mired him and I still admire his
effort. God bless his spirit.”

John Lewis, executive director
of the Atlanta-based Voter Educa-
tion Project and former head of
the Student Non-violent Coordi-
nating Committee, said the death
of Muslim messenger Muhammad
created “a leadership vacuum.
Without question, he aided many
young Black Americans to gain
dignity and hope and a will to sur-
vive. I have a great deal of admi-
ration for the sense of discipline
he provided for many young Black
men and women.”

NAACP executive director Roy
Wilkins said Muhammad “was a
leader of the Black Muslims and
will be missed by them and all
those with whom the Muslims had




C. V. Hamilton
‘Muhammad Gave Blacks New Confidence’

C.E. Linéoln

business or social relations.”

Chicago Mayor Richard Daley
said, “The death of the Honorable
Elijah Muhammad is a great loss
to the city of Chicago and to the
entire country. He was an out-
standing citizen who was always
interested in helping young people
and especially the poor. He always
exalted the basic family unit,
which is something we should all
admire, and he developed an educa-
tional system which preaches dig-
nity, self-respect and accomplish-
ment.”

Dr. C. Eric Lincoln, chairman
of Fisk University’s Dept. of Re-
ligious and Philosophical Studies
and author of The Black Muslims
In America, appraised the impact
Muhammad had upon Blacks
thusly:

“Elijah Muhammad gave Blacks
new confidence in their potential
to become creative and self-suffi-
cient people. In addition, he taught
his followers the efficacy and re-
wards of hard work, fair play, and
abstinence. It has been shown be-
yond a shadow of a doubt that the
Muslims who have followed his
economic teachings have been com-
paratively prosperous and have in
many cases moved substantially

iR

George Clements Ra,lph,}lletcalfc

ahead in their economic pursuits.

“He gave also his people a syc.
cess formula for home and family
life. The rate of delinquency
among Muslim children is extreme-
ly low. The rate of divorce is quite
low. The stability of the Muslim
home is an ideal for which the rest
of America might strive.”

Dr. Charles V. Hamilton, a Co-
lumbia University political scien-
tist, said: “Elijah Muhammad was
one of the few who has been able
to combine religion and race with
a rather continuing economic in-
fluence.”

Fr. George Clements, pastor of
Chicago’s Holy Angels Roman
Catholic Church, whose congrega-
tion offered a memorial mass to
the Black Muslims messenger,
commented: ‘“His teachings of
dignity, self-respect, discipline and
a sense of responsibility are the
great works he leaves behind. And
this we admire no matter what
our religion.”

Chicago Congressman Ralph
Metcalfe said succinetly : “Mr. Mu-
hammad’s life was one of peace,

harmony, and great integrity. He
made the Nation of Islam a pillar

of strength in Black communities
throughout the country.”
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On Blacks in America: “Every Black man in America wiy e
be a Muslim. He's already a Muslim; he just doesn’t know

On the Muslim philosophy of racial separation: “I o, teachin gs
ration of the races because God has chosen us, he’s asking yg to leé) 4
the white man. There is no hope for us with the children of our sla,.tée

masters.”

On integration: “The white man thinks we are fools because 1, want
to lose our identity.. Y ou want to be his son-in-law, to study besig, him
ride beside him, eat in his house. This is what you're asking for
instead, you should be asking for separate land where you can dq som.e..
thing for yourself.”

4 ent?t(llly
i yet”

On his persenal fortune: “Man, if I had.a million dollars you wouldn’t
have time to talk with me. I'd be too busy trying to find out where I'm
going to put this million dollars and where-is the best place to spend it

On Black health care: “I thank the whites for nursing us back to
health, but I do think we should do.something for self. We have some
of the finest trained doctors and nurses, and so why not take this train-
g for ourselves.”

On building the Nation of Islam: “If we can’t be sent back where we
came from, why not do this: Let the government set up some territory,
or a state, for ourselves. Help us to produce the mecessities that we are
not able to produce for ourselves. Give us 20 or 25 years [0 become
self-sufficient]. If we don’t it’s not the master’s fault. Then you can
come in with your guns and kill us all.”

On his successor: “God chose me and if he wants a successor to me
He will choose one. The work that I'm doing 1 don’t think God needs
one. What would another one do? There will be no successor. It will be
altogether a new religion.”

On Christianity and why Black Americans shquld
turn away from it: (“Christianity is the religion)
organized by the enemies of the Black Nation to en-
slave us to the white race’s rule. . . .”

On the use of firearms and why Muslims are fm"-
bidden from using them: “A gun takes a mans
mind off God’s protection and puts it on the gun-

el This is mot the way men should think because ¢
E. Muhammad gun’s protection is only temporary.”

40



Disciplined members of Fruit of Islam guard force sit solemnly as speakers
complete statements at Saviour’s Day ceremony attended by nmearly 20,000.

(Continued from page 18)

The most stirring and touching
declaration of faith came from the
man who is the Nation’s articulate
national spokesman, Louis Far-
rakhan of New York.

After declaring that the day
was not one of sadness and that
Elijah’s life “was the will of God,
his passing was the will of God
and his son was the will of God,”
Farrakhan broke down and cried.

In tears, he declared: “I upheld
his name. I defended him. I will
not be unfaithful to the only man
that I ever knew that was worthy
of being faithful to.

“He said his son would help
him.” Farrakhan continued. “That
day has arrived. And I, like all the
rest, submit and yield to see that
the work of Elijah Muhammad is
carried on by his son, Wallace D.
Muhammad.”

Before Farrakhan’s speech,
heavyweight boxing champion
Muhammad Ali, a Muslim, praised
Elijah Muhammad as a wise teach-

52

er and cited his boxing manager,
Herbert Muhammad, as a wise
man. Herbert is also the Messen-
ger’s eldest son.

Ali said Herbert “told me that
from now on Wallace D. Muham-
mad will be the head of the nation.
We should obey and receive advice
from him. And when we look at
him, you are looking at the Hon.
Elijah Muhammad.”

Ali then said he had an an-
nouncement to make. “Allah him-
self will visit Brother Wallace
Muhammad. It was prophesied
that Muhammad would visit Wa]-
lace Muhammad while he is in his
40s. He is 41 today.” )

In the midst of the mourning
for Elijah Muhammad by his fol-
lowers and their pledges of loyalty,
Rev. Jesse Jackson, national presl-
dent of Operation PUSH, paid his
respects.

The only non-Muslim to speak
at the gathering, Rev. Jackson
said the fallen leader “turned al-
ienation into emancipation. He
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Rev. Jackson, the minis-
ers continued their praise for the
Messenger and coptlnugd to give
thanks that he will “live on” in
nis son, Wallace.

Nathanial Muhammad, another
of Elijah’s sons, in a rousing ser-
mon, declared that “the Jesus that
died for us died yesterday.”

Los Angeles Minister Abdul
Kareem said that even at the
young age of 24, Wallace had no
equal in his knowledge of Islam
and the Arabic language.

Tall and muscular Abdul Rah-
man of the Atlanta Temple and
head of the southern region of the
Nation pledged, ‘the southern
region is behind the leadership of
the Hon. Wallace D. Muhammad.”
The _statement was greeted by a
rousing ovation.

And finally, Wallace D. Muham-
mad himself, who all afternoon
had sat directly behind the podi-
um, and who was hugged by each
:Itfaker as he finished his address,

'{‘)ll::dc}?p to thq podium, i,
explodiy ant“agam rose, this time
mad, Longg.r i Long live Muham-

The e 1:’deu1\;I.uh.ammad.

feet, 10 § hS Im leader, about
175 poung nches tall, and about

S, bowed from the waist,

a .
“epting the cheers.

He then de
Speech as heaq
and  powerfy]
boasts 75 ¢
the U. 8.
Sy
the accuracy of the inteUhamm.ad,
of history by the Holy Quran, ang
1i}sl,learr?.t rength of the Nation of

He said the “winds of emotion”
Bad no chance of harmin(;tl(;ge

house”—that is the nation of
Islam. “No matter how hard that
wind blows,” he continued, “the
shades will not even quiver. The
hquse will not be moved by the
winds of emotion.”

Muhammad told his eager audi-
ence to “never let anyone come
among us and speak a word of dis-
cord. No one can speak a word of
cowardliness and we not hear it.
No one can speak a word of di-
vision and we not hear it. (If we
do hear it) it will be driven out
with the force of God. And nothing
can withstand the force of God.”

When Muhammad finished, ad-
miring ministers hugged him and
lifted him upon their shoulders as
the hero of the day.

In his new role, Wallace D. Mu-
hammad will have a ﬁve-merpb_er
committee to aid in the adminis-
tration of the vast Nation of Is-
lam. . :
President of the committee 18
Muhammad Ali. Other members
are Herbert Muhammad, Louls
Farrakhan, Fruit of Islam Su-
preme Captain Raymond Sharrieft
and Elijah Muhammad Jr.
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Minister Wallace s
Prepared To Carry
On Father’s Work

ntil his recent elevation t
U leadership of the Natio(;t}(:i

Islam, Minister Wallgce D
Muhammad, 41, was unknown t(;
most of America’s Blacks.

The seventh of eight children
of the late Hon. Elijah Muham.
mad, the minister—in the mings
of many—did not seem to be the
most likely heir to his father’s po-
sition.

Herbert Muhammad is the
oldest son of the Messenger’s six
sons and two daughters. Some
thought that he would be the suc-

£ ’ cessor by virtue of chronology.
Minister Wallace Muhammad makes Raymond Sharrieff, Elijah Mu-

maiden speech as Herbert (1) and : 3
Wali Muhammad stand behind him hamm.ad S son-l.n-law and Supreme
with a Fruit Of Islam security guard. Captain of Nation’s Fruit of Islam -

o

(,‘_:-. .

At left, Minister Wallace greets his youngest brother, Akbar Muhammad,
upon Akbar’s completion of an Egyptian tour. Minister Wallace presents @
$50 check (r) to Eustace Gay, editor of The Philadelphia Tribune, to help
kick off the nmewspaper’s “NAACP-Daisy Bates Fund” drive in Dec. 1959.
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Minister Wallace (1) accompanies his father on a speaking engagement in

|

New York City. The 7;1inister,and his b’ro_ther, Herbert, are shown with :
father at The Messenger’s last Saviour’s Day appearance in 1974?6"

guard force; and Minister Louis
Farrakhan, the Black Muslims’ na-
tional representative, were wide-
ly known and respected. And for
that reason, they, too, were con-
sidered possible successors.

But Minister Wallace? “He was
the will of Allah,” Farrakhan told
nearly 20,000 followers at the re-
cent Saviour’s Day celebration in
Chicago. “And whatever Allah
wills, we will submit to and obey.”

Farrakhan and other Muslim
leaders also said that Minister
Wallace, who speaks fluent Arabic
and is said to have an intimate
knowledge of Islamic religions,
Was personally chosen by his fa-
ther,

ol himself, Minister Wallace
a]ll ;;hat he is “too small . . . for
ne\o the honor” attached to his
Lev’ official title, “Minister and

ader of the N’t' o
(Muslip, _~vation of Islam.
ttle, T officials said that the

¢ Messenger of Allah,”

exclusively belonged to Elijah Mu-
hammad and will not be conferred -
upon his successors.)

But those who know Minister
Wallace say that his public hu-
mility belies his innate ability.

They point out that his com-
mand of the Arabic language and
his knowledge of Islam has en-
deared him to many in the Carib-
bean Islands and Egypt, where he
has traveled and lectured exten-
sively.

His administrative abilities
were tested for three years (1959-
1962) in Philadelphia, where he
served as minister of Muhan}-
mad’s Temple No. 12; and in Chi-
cago, where he also served as a
minister.

Like his father and many others
in the Nation, Minister Wall‘ace
knows the frustrations of 1m-
prisonment. He spent 15 months
behind bars in the early 1960s on
charges of draft evasion.
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Wallace Was ‘Behind-The-Scenes Map

Minister Wallace is regarded as
a “behind-the-scenes man.’.’ He
traveled extensively in the inter-
est of the Muslim Movement, ac:c-
ing as a troubleshooter for his
father in helping to establish new
temples and in soothing tensions
between factious Muslims. In
time, according to Black his-
torian, C. Eric Lincoln, Wallace
earned a reputation as “one of the
Messenger’s ablest sons.”

Minister Wallace received his
entire formal education in the Na-
tion’s University of Islam, a point
which was emphasized by Sav-
iour’s Day speakers.

But, indeed, there were those
who said that Minister Wallace’s
elevation was mandated by divine
intervention.

There were reasons for this.
First, Wallace D. Fard, the found-
ing Prophet of the Nation, is said
to have told Elijah Muhammad
that his seventh child would be a
son, and his successor. The sev-
enth child was a son, and the
Messenger promptly named him
Wallace in honor of Fard. Also,
like his father, Minister Wallace
was born in October—a fact re-
garded by Elijah Muhammad as
being more than coincidence.

Presumably, there are other rea-
sons behind Minister Wallace’s
succession to the leadership. But,
if they exist, they are known only
to members of the Black Muslim’s
inner circle.

However, a view of Wallace D.
Muhammad’s life as a young man
and a review of some of the obser-
vations he made in his first ad-
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dress as the new le
tion show him to b
man who is also g
cated to Muslim

When he was 26 ye
minister of the Philadelphiy "0
ple in 1960, Wallace helpeq toe;,n'
gin a fund drive on behalf of - e-
Daisy Bates, NAACP regional ;‘s.
ecutive, who along with hep hu);.
band, L. C. Bates, lost thejr news:
paper and personal fortune be-
cause of their activities in trying
to integrate Little Rock, Ark.
high schools. -

In Wallace’s first speech as the
leader of the Nation of Islam, he,
like his father, described Chris-
tianity and the “white man” as
the enemies of the Black man,

“Elijah Muhammad said - your
graveyard is the Christian read-
ing of the Bible,” he said. “When
he preached those words in the
1930s, 40s, and 508, most of them
(Black. people) laughed at him.
They referred to the followers of
Elijah Muhammad as ‘those old
Muslims.” ”

He said that in the 1930s, the
Black man’s dilemma in America
was so pronounced that “the solu-
tion to the problem was to bring
something very strange. Allah
himself had to come.”

He said “Elijah Muhammad un-
locked the Bible,” by teaching the
true translation of it—the Muslim
translation. !

Muhammad received sustained
applause when he told the throng
of followers that the Muslims ha
lived “to see integration come
apart at the seams. . ..”

ader of the

€ at once , kli?(i
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new Musli . Photo by Roy Lewis

Y mcmbor.;s(];nf [gl(.l.e-r Wallace Muhammad is hoisted above

Y, not Sad"()“’,’,} Wlijah Jr., John and Mourad. “This is a time
ss,”” the Saviour’s Day delegates shouted.
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