October 18, 1968

Islam Re-educates Blacks

To Become

By Sister Anna Karriem
Mosque No. 5

During the month of April,
1968, representatives of the Tus-
kegee Institute student body pre-
sented the Board of Trustees and
President Luther H. Foster with
a mandate entitled “A Black
University Concept.” In the man-
date it was asked that Tuskegee
Institute adopt a redirection of
goals for the Institute as a whole
and begin to instill a Black Com-
munity concept in its students. It
was further stated by the stu-
dents that “All Social Science
disciplines at Tuskegee Institute,
should be oriented in the Black
Experience or a black Experi-
ence should be the frame of ref-
erence in the teaching of Eco-
nomics, Sociology, History, An-
thropology and Related Arts.”

OPEN confrontation between
the trustees, the President and
students followed the presenta-
tion of this mandate among 21
other documents presented, as
the students locked the trustees
and President in the Institute
guest house until their demands
were met. The confrontation end-
ed with the farced closing of
school.

During the summer months,
the President formed a Joint

Really Free

Committee of student representa-
tives, faculty personnel, and ad-
ministrators to study each man-
date presented and decide upon
the best solution to the students
demands. As a Sub-Committee
studying the Black University
Concept began its work they de-
cided that a definition of a Black
University was needed. The fol-
lowing definition was adopted
from a periodical entitled The
Negro Digest, March, 1968, P. 15:

“A Black University should be
the kind of Institution best de-
signed to provide adequate op-
portunities for Black teachers
and students to develop their
capabilities fully to serve the
Black community effectively and
to gain pride in and knowledge
of their heritage and themselves.”

The Sub-Committee accepted
this working definition on the ba-
sis of the following assumptions:
(1) service to the Black commu-
nity is also service to the world
community, and (2) a Black Uni-
versity may also employ some|’
white teachers and enroll some|
white students just as some |
White Universities employ some
Black teachers and enroll some
Black students.

If you would analyze this defi-
nition you would see that Tuske-

(Continued on page 36)
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