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- Malcolm, Not Devotion

By Abdul Basit Naeem

a bit ahead of

through m :
In my article in last week’s issue of MUHAMMAD | | §11 MY OwIL.co

SPEAKS I had cited a specific example of how the late
Malcolm X, in his bid for outside support, had wilfully
misrepresented the “Nation of Islam' in Amierica and its |
undisputed leader, the Honorable Elijah Muhammad, to{ms Ie
Eastern Muslims. The basis of my statement was a report {back of
published in a reliable Islamic journal printed in Singa-

pore.

I think it ‘“tickled'’ him:; he
cherished seeing his name in
print. I suspect that self-
publicity. and not selfless
service and devotion, usually
inspired him to say or, act as
own vcrsionlhc did, (I know of an-ac-
of how and|quaintance of Malcolm who.
why he w a s|whenever, the New York
‘““‘compelled|newspapers failed to head-
to disassoci-!line “MR. X' for several
ate himself{days in a row, used to call
from the (so- him up and inquire if he
called) Black|were
Muslim
movement| Back in 1955, when I pub-
and establish a separate or-|lished the magazine MOS-
ganization' — to scores of| LEM WORLD & THE U.S.A.
newspapers and magazines|and Malcolm X, as Minister
in Africa and Asia.

I have evidence that Mal-
colm had sent a variety of
signed state-

ments of-

fering, in the

main, his/

Nieem country.'’)

One of these, printed|tive of the Honorable Elijah,
Muhammad, had charge (on‘

(translated from English
into Arabic) by a leading
Middle East weekly news-
paper, implied that Malcolm
X had '"ceased to think of
himself and of his career in
terms of race . . . and hence
was now a bona fide, Sunni
(orthodox) Muslim . . ." The
Arabic newspaper at-
lempted 1o prove its point by | 1956).
quoting from a statement Likewise, in the following
that Malcolm had sent to the | year, when the Honorable
New York Times from Mec- E || jah Muhammad had
ca — where he had sup-|called upon me to help pre-
posedly experienced a ‘‘com-|pare the first book of his
plete change of heart.”' |teachings, THE SUPREME
I remember reading that|w ISDOM, and have it
statement in the New York printed for him here in New
Times. I also remember my ' York, Malcolm X himself
own initial reaction to thatlhnd “‘advised”” me that it|
story: *Can you imagine was to inciude a Preface
tha I had murmured to written by him.
myself, "Our brother has Pe S none of this was
been unable to Keep the un-| quite out of the ordinary or
holy (white) American press . out of order, and perhaps it
our of his heart and mind|did not actually cause any|
even in the Holiest of all |harm. However, this cer-’
cities?™ tainly cannot be s0 in the
But then. to me, Malcolm |case of Malcolm X's book,
X — or El Hadj Malik EI-| “When the Word is Given
Shabazz — had always beeni. . ." (published about three
that way. He loved publicity. | years ago). Having learned !

the latter’s orders) of dis-
tributing it to the varlous
Muhammad's Temples of Is-
lam in the country, he had
persuaded me to use his pic-
ture (along with the Honor-
able Messenger's)

(dated August-September,

I cannot say, of course,
that I was wholly justified in
consistently refusing W
“lend moral support™ to Min
ister Maleolin's “press, radio
and television crusades' (o
behalf of the Nation of Is
lam and its leader, the Hon
orable Elijah Muhammad
But I had my reasons. |
shall explain. some of these
in my next week's article

(To Be Continned)

“sick or out of the|:

and East Coasl representa-|’

on the!{
cover of one of its numbers|;

the publishing indys
the publishers we
to feature his pho
the book’s jacke
ader and teach
the cover
tioned Mazalcolm of

a bit ahead of Ma
(through my owmn con
.| the publishing indy
“| the publishers were
to feature his ph
*|the book’s |
I his leader and ¢

Icolm

“| tioned Malcolm

sible repercussion
‘|strongly recom
he urge them to r
Jlorder. My hum
‘I nal advice to Bro
‘| however, fell on to
‘| ears.
Il Here I would like to com.
|| pare, if I may, my own alti
i tude towards the question of
¢| publicity, especially in {or
¢|on) the white-controlled me.
dia. In all these (ten) years,
never have I allowed myself
to be a party to any planned
or spontaneous radio or tele-
vision program on or ahout
I'the “Nation of Islam' i
t| America.
‘| Nor have I coope
s{any time or in any v
t/ the varlous writers (Lir
t Lomax, Essien-Udom

o Who have written m:

1

at

length material on the n
sion and work of the H
able Elijah Muhammad

a matter of fact, I ha
‘‘fused to cooperate in t

i{ matter even with Mal

a| Who, while still the Minister
i ©f Muhammad’s Mosque in

t

’I New York City and a mem

|ber in good standing of the

o had

“Nation of Islam,"

B several occasions in

S to appear with him at his
irLture appearances on univer-
Sily campuses and on radio

T.V. Interviews,
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