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By Iia}'ylnnl: Sharriell

After being at the University of
Khartoum a few weeks, 1 tried
to get some of the female students
to go out with me in the night
to walk aleng the river Nile,
around the campos. But, they al-
ways refused fo go with me.

THEY WOULD not go out at
night unless they were escorted
by a member of their family.

~ They said that no girl from 3

good family would walk alone in
the night on the streeis. They
could not wse the excuse that they
wanled fresh air, because there
was a spacious parden within the
girl's hostel.

The Swdanese Muslims are like
ope family. The name of the fam-
iy (ice. their honor and pride) is
one of the most essential factors

in the life of a Muslim Sudanese,

IF THERE are problems within
their families, they do not like to
have a foreigner or one who is

——not—of—their-religion_interfere in

their affairs. Ewven [f there are
problems within the individual
family they Iry.to solve them
among themsetves 11 they are un-
able to do so, they seck the as-
sistance of the older members of
their family, But whatever the
problem, it is all kept within the
one family unit,

The name, the respect, and the
honor of the family depend on the
individual members of the family.
It is very important io be re-
ferred to as one from a good Tam-
ily.

MONEY does not affect the rat-

_ing of a family name, (i.e. having

a gond or a bad name.) The fam-
J.IH_Iunl._:.l.pr.nds gn_the conduct

of the individual members of the |

family; their penerosity, their
contributions to the Mosque (not
necessarily financial contributions,
but the donation of their time,
and efforts). The cleanliness of the
family, as also the politensess of
the members of the family are
important factors in dﬂ.;-nnl:nmg
the status of 2 family, and brings
respect to the family.

The reference of family Rame
iz not limited te the immediate
femily members, @t exiends to
the uncles, aunts and goes back

i to the grandfathers. Therefore to
or |

keep a good name, the family
knows Lhat peace i3 an important
factor to kecp everyvone in unity,
and thereby protect ihe family
name. The actions of one will re-
fleet o the entire family, This
being the situation in the Sudan,
a girl will not do enything before
she considers the ontrome of her
imentions; that is whether or not
if put inlo action her Intenttons
wianld affect her family name,
They realize that they are being
watched. They Enow that their ac-
tions will be reported, if they are
not in acedard with the right, and
good of thelr Islamic society, to
their family.

WE SHOULD 2!l stop and think
aboul our actions before we do
anything, and realize that what
we do reflects on the whale Mus-
lim_family (the Nationof Islam).
The Muslims are one. We work
together for the success and
achievernents of cur entire fam-
ily. We sacrifice—for the success
and achievements of our family.
There i3 a purpose in our refer-
ring to one another as Sister, and
Brother. We care for our family
members as we care for our-
selves, Our aclions reflect not
enly upen us, but on the Mislims
who make up our. Nation (fam-
ily). We are constantly being ob-
served, much as my female col-
leagues in the Sudan,

& - :
mad teaches us m.ﬂ Islam is the
religon of the righteous, He
teaches us to love those who sub-
mit 10 the Will of Allah, and are
of the original Asiatic Black man
(Hlack men)y as brothers,

HE REMINDS US, “The He-
licvers are those only who believe
in Allah, and His Messenger, then
they doubt not, and struggle hard
with their wealth and their lives
in the way of Allah, such are the
truthful anes™ { Holy Qur-an 49:15)
He teaches us nol to “find fault
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Caralina State in

the horror of the recent cam
whara three black youths w
slain by white troopers who ca

with your own people”™ (Holy
Qur-an 49;113,-and not -to-“spy.”™
nor let some of you hBackbite
others™  (Holy Qur-an  49:12).
The Holy Qur-an compares fhis
with the’ eating of the flesh of a
dead brother,

THE MESSENGER, The Hon-
orable Elijah Muhammad, in-
structs us that “the Believers are
brethren so0 make peace betwoen
your brethren and keep your duty
to_Allah that mercy may be had
on you™ (Holy Qur-an 49:10)

Brothers and Sr-'uars, Tet us {'nn

+ridereura o
mind that what we do is 'hr:ng

observed by many. Let us re
nember our family name.
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