Thousands of Muslim followers
convene in Chicago to attend
the Messenger of Allah’s funeral

TOAVAS more like a celebration than o memorial service, but then
Uit s what # wis memdt 1o ber o jubifant reaffiomation of faith, o
positive assertion of pride, a pubiic display of unity and strength.
To the devout, the thossands upon thonsands ol belicvers in the
teachings of the Hon. Elijal Muhammad Cmembership estimates yange
from 00 1o 2500007, their leader was nut dead, he Iad merely
passed from this world to another, finer. state of being. His seed and
Hionght remained. especintly in the form and presence of his son

Wallace DL Muhmnmad, chosen by aselect commitiee of Fasnily imem-
bers to succecd iy father as spiritaal leader of the Nation of Istan,
Theve is 1o need for sorvow. the waiting Faithiul were told, The Mes-
senger, though lie had succumbed to an earthly inevitability and diedd
of congestive heart failure in the 77t vear of his life, had not deserted
his flock: his spirit Hves, Muslim minister after Mushim
claimed to their followings,

ister pro-
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