By Hans J. Massaquoi

Elijah Muhammad:

prophet and architect
of the separate

Nation of Islam

Since we cannot get along with our former slave masters in peace
and equality after giving them 400 years of our sweat and blood
and receiving in return some of the worst treatment human beings
have ever experienced, we believe our contributions to this land
and the suffering forced upon us by white America justifies our de-
mand for complete separation in a state or territory of our own.

ELIJAH MUHAMMAD
Messenger of Allah

Iron-willed cult  leader masterminds vast economic selfhelp program

E,\(.’lil’l’ for the glare of floodlights which
illuminate it at t, nothing distinguishes " ’;'. (w‘ v ‘e — T—
the stately from other residences in “ " ’ &‘ ‘ ’ ' . T' '
the quict, interracial oasis of affluence on the . ' ‘ . . \ \
fringe of an urban rencwal-bound  Chicago ' O '
South Side slum. Yet, it is frequent] singled \
out by the curions stares of passensby. Rare Iy,
thouzh. docs anyone stop to take a closer look,
as if afraid to arouse the displeasure of the
occupants.,
The public’s awe is not unfounded, for the
19 100ms behind that handsome brick facade
comprise the living quarters and command
post of perhaps the most powerful and most
controversial black leader of today—much
hated, much loved, much ridiculed, much 1¢-
spected Elijah Mubammad, messenger of A
L Not since Marcus (€ y and his Back to
Africa Movenment has a \Ill):|;' black man beet
able to gencrate as much unquestioning obedi-
enceinas Large aogronp as has the whispy
“hycarold patriarch jong his estimatt d
100000 Black Muslim followers. His amazits
power, which e uses with the aplomb of &
ficld marshal commanding an army, i solidly
rooted in his Promise of salvatiol Trom white
Oppression through total submission to @ b




[h]ah Muhammad contiaued
fercely anti-white Allah and the Jatter's “last prophet,” namely him-

self. As absolute ruler of the “Lost-F ound Nation of Islam in the Wil-
derness of North America.” the Black Muslims’ formal name, he is also

the country’s most unabashed black proponent of racial separatism.

Unlike most of his fellow septuagenarians who spend their time in

quiet reflection on days gone by, Muhammad has set his sights un-
swervingly on the future while driving himself at a hectic pace in total
disregard of his obviously frail health. The Messenger’s haste leads
one to suspect that, as Allah’s most intimate confidant, perhaps he is
privy to the ultimate secret of how much time he has left to complete
his divine mission of “leading my people out of white slavery.”
Toward that end, he is exhorting all black people in the United States
to follow him on an economic exodus unprecedented in its magnitude,
convinced that “the most important step people who want to be in-
pendent must take is to learn to feed, shelter and clothe themselves.”
There is nothing fatalistic about Muhammad's brand of Islam when
it comes to getting things done. Putting his money where his mouth
is, the Messenger has masterminded the acquisition of a multi-million
dollar, nationwide business and farming complex at a dizzying clip that
has seasoned businessmen and economists in wide-eyed disbelief. Al-
ready, the Muslim’s modern farming operations in Michigan, Georgia
and Alabama—comprising some 4,200 acres of land—boast a dairy,
chicken-breeding and egg-laying plants, more than 700 head of cattle
and more than 600 head of sheep, giant storage silos, a saw mill, apple
orchards, a modern cannery and vast tracts of crop-producing and
grazing land. Even setbacks, such as the recent “mysterious” poisoning
and shooting of 63 head of Muslim-owned cattle on their 1,000-acre
St. Clair County, Ala., farm, have failed to curb Muhammad's zeal for
acquiring more land. Following a vicious Ku Klux Klan harassment
campaign, the incident has only hardened the Messenger's resolve to

build a separate black state “where we can live in peace.”

But farming is only a part of the Muslim’s quest for economic inde-
pendence. The accomplishment which has the Drothers all but shouting
with pride and joy, and which they billed accordingly as “a modern
miracle by Mr. Muhammad,” is the recently completed Muhammad
Speaks Building, named for and housing their official weekly news-
paper (circulation 600,000). Providing an expansive 60.000 square
feet of floor space, the former factory building just south of Chicago’s
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Selling Muhammad Speaks

Muslims” official weekly v e
paper, on Chicago St'rlv'\u.
Charles 36X (left) dls(-]“w'
obligation imposed on ) In(es
members. Each averages l;.(l)l(c
copies a week. Paper, ‘\'l;i l)
«ells for 15 cents, serves d“
purpose of providing ,c‘.cn"“]
while helping to dissemin ue
group’s viewpoints on cun:::(,
events,. Muhammad Speak
Building (left, below) in Ch~s
cago, where weekly is pripy m}
boasts new offset press (below)v

Loop was renovated from top to bottom at a cost of more than $2 mil-
lion. In less than two years, \Muhammad installed modern offices, the
very latest printing facilities (including a brand-new 70-foot, four-color

offset press. and a computerized photo composing room), a U. S. Gov-
ernment-approved meat processing plant and giant walk-in refrigerators
for the storage of Muslim-grown produce and meat. Staffed by 65

(the latter including a sprinkling

Muslim and non-Muslim workers

of whites), the enterprise projects an atmosphere not unlike any other
well-run corporation of comparable size. “The Hon. Mr. Muhammad
teaches us never to mix religion with business.” explains one of the

Messenger’s young plant executives when asked about the presence
of whites. “If we can't find a qualified brother for a particular job, we
hire a white man until we have been able to train a brother to take
over.” The Messenger himself concedes readily and with apparent glec
that “quite a few white devils are helping us.”

Completing the Muslims’ coast to coast self-help operations are super-
markets, barbershops, a clothing factory, dry cleaning shops, clothing
stores, sheep slaughtering facilities at Chicago’s Stock Yards and res-
taurants, including the Salaam Restaurant, reputedly the finest eatery
on Chicago’s South Side.

Muhammad promises his followers that the best is yet to come. Ne-
gotiations are already under way for the construction of a 232-bed
hospital, the purchase of a 2,000-seat mosque at a cost of $8 million,
a modern bank with 36 teller windows, a 1,000-pupil capacity ele-
mentary and secondary school, a radio and TV station, 9,000 additional
acres of farm land, jet passenger planes, a University of Islam complex
with science buildings and marina at a cost of $30 million. All this,
Fhe Messenger has promised, will be completed within the 70s. And it
is by no means the end, for “Islam has neither beginning nor ending.”

Because of his increasingly rare public appearances and the Black
Muslim brass’ fondness for cloaking themselves and their spiritual
Ieadelj in a veil of secrecy, Elijah Muhammad. the man, has remaine
an enigma, despite the growing acceptance of his ideas among blacks.
What few glimpses the public has had of him have been televise
fragfnents of his annual rallies at Chicago’s Coliscum. Some Muslim
officials arc beginning to feel that such spotty exposure has done their
leader more harm than good. They may have a point. Because of his
unprcpossessing, diminutive (five-foot-seven) size, his thin, asthmatic
voice and his unerring sense for violating rules of syntax, television

Continued on Page [ 1]



Muslim-owned and operated Salaam Restaurant, which features choice cuisine amid Arab décor,
Side. One unique feature is the showing of movies on a wide variety of topics. Above, Messeng

Muslim-raised cattle on Muslim-owned ranch in Ashville, Ala., are fed by farm
workers. Herd has meanwhile been moved tc another Muslim farm in Georgia,
following the poisoning of 60 head of cattle that coincided with KKK threats.
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with YOUR Supermarket shoppers in Chicago. Messenger secs food supply
as key to independence, urges blacks to grow enough to feed themselves.

Elijah Muhammad continued

has done about as much for the Messenger as it did for onc-time
presidential candidate Richard M. Nixon when he debated John F.
Kennedy. “To me, Elijah Muhammad comes across as a humorless,
cantankerous old autocrat who gets his kicks acting mean,” says a
black newswoman who has never seen him in person. “I hope,” she
adds, “I'll never have to interview him. I've got to be relaxed with
my subjects and he gives me the creeps.”

Anyone who has ever met Muhammad can attest to how unfair her
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has cstablished reputation of being finest restaurant on Chicago’s gq,,q,
er lectures diners via film screen on the importance of black educatiop

unflattering assessment is. 1 personally became convinced of this withip
minutes of my first meeting with the Messenger.

Y appointment at his mansion had been set for }0 a m. Wi,

three minutes to spare, I rang the door bell, wondering whether gy
arrival (I was accompanied by a photographer) was being monitoreq
via the closed-circuit TV camera that stared at us from the ceiling
ntrance porch. Melodious chimes inside t.he house summoneq
an elderly man in work clothes who, after learning our identity, ad.
mitted us into a spacious, green carpeted foyer and living room. Ip.
stead of the menacing karate-trained body guards I had expected, o
portly, cherubic man in his 30s greeted us, introducing himsclf s
Herbert Muhammad, one of the Messenger’s six sons.

“My father will be with you in a little while,” he told us casually,
“Just make yourselves at home.” Since the “little while” stretched to
exactly 55 minutes, I had ample opportunity to look around. The walls
of the living room were lined with heavily upholstered, brightly colored
couches, sectionals and chairs whose transparent plastic covers had
preserved their brand-new appearance for an undetermined time.
Except for two enlarged photos of the Messenger as a much younger
man, the walls were bare. The comfortable, yet decidedly utilitarian
living room, reflected a total lack of interest in decorator touches, while
copies of Business Week and the Wall Street Journal seemed to point
toward a preoccupation of a rather different kind. I began to wonder
how rumors had gotten started which had the Messenger living in
lavish opulence amid costly objets d’art. ==

of the ¢

WHILE the man in work clothes set up a large tape recorder (the
Messenger makes his own recordings of every interview he gives, I
was told), two of Muhammad’s top licutenants arrived to sit in on the
interview. They were stern-faced Raymond Sharrieff, the Messenger's
son-in-law and supreme captain of his vaunted Fruit of Islam (FOI)
body guard, and amiable John Ali, the Muslims’ (meanwhile sus-
pended) national secretary and public relations man.

Suddenly, with quick, almost youthful steps, the Messenger entered
the room, immediately shattering many of my preconceived ideas of
him with a friendly smile and a warm, two-handed clasp of my right
hand. He was wearing the familiar sequin-embroidered velvet fez em-
blazoned with the stars and crescent of Islam, a neat, conservatively
cut black business suit, a white shirt and dark bow tie. His cyes, recu-
perating from the removal of cataracts, were shielded by a pair of dark
glasses. He appeared cven more frail in person than I had jmagined
him—an incongruous contrast, I thought, to the thousands of strong
tough-looking black men who obey his every wish and command.

“Where do you want me to sit?” he asked obligingly. “I'll sit any-
where you say.” After I assured him that any place would be all right.
he laid down the ground rules for the interview—15 minutes of ques”
tions and picture-taking and no quoting out of context. “And don't pick
the ugliest pictures of me for publication like the white papers always
do,” he warned only half joking, adding, “not that I think I'm pretty oF
anything like that.” The terms scemed fair enough.

Except for his reticence on the subject of Muslim income, for which

Contlnued on Page 84



Elijah Muhammad coatinuea

he said he had no figures available and “wouldn’t go into anyway,”
the MCSS?nger responded readily to each of my questions—not always
to the POll_lt but ponetheless with obvious eagerness to share his views.

“What is the extent of your new enterprises—your farms and your
Muhammad Speaks Building?”

“We Jxe making great forward steps toward advancement of our
enterprises. We have now about between six and seven million dollars
ad:'anoed in the enterprises, cash, without any mortgage whatsoever.”

Are the Muslims, as a religious organization, exempt from federal,
state and other taxes?”

“Yes, we learned that this year for the first time we are now tax
exempt.” ;

“Are you willing to relax some of the rigid behavioral and dietary
restrictions in order to attract more followers—somewhat similar to
what the Catholic Church has been doing?”

“We are not thinking about going on such base as the Catholic peo-
ple who are falling. Their religion is coming to a naught, having no
power over the people. The Pope in Rome, he doesn’t have any effect
hardly on his immediate staff right around him. The Catholics have a
made religion. We must have the original religion that came with the
Creator. As the Holy Qu’ran teaches you, which makes sense, Allah, on
the day of judgment, if you would come up with a religion other than
His religion, which is entire submission to His will, why it won’t be ac-
cepted.”

“We haven’t heard much about Black Muslim and police confron-
tations in recent years as we used to. Has the relationship between
the Muslims and the police improved?”

“We still have clashes with police here and there in the country.
But the thing that is happening now is that Allah is putting the spirit
of self in the black man of America—more today than he had in them
at that time. Almost from coast to coast the black man of America
now wants to be black. He wants to be called black. This is the spirit
of God rising in our people. It means that they are united and be-
coming very understandable of self and they unite together. This is
what is ultimately bound to happen with American black man. He’s
bound to become united and he is going to be a great nation. And
he is going to take the lead over other nations of the earth.”

“What form will the destruction of whites, which you are prophesy-
ing, take?”

“The Holy Qu’ran says their power will be broken in wars. They will
be whipped in war. Asia will defeat them. This will include all darker
races on the earth.”

“What is your timetable for whites’ destruction?”

“They will do this within the next ten years.”

“Why did you suspend Muhammad Ali (Cassius Clay) when he
decided to return to the ring although you seemed to have condoned
his being a fighter from the time he joined the Muslims?”

“Because I had told him at that time to stay in there (in the ring)
until someone took it (the title) away from him, like he did from the
other fellow (Sonny Liston). I said, ‘When they throw you out of the
ring, then don’t fight no more.’ I am opposed to all white s'port and play.
That was the devils’ (whites’) idea that we were backing Ali up for
money; why we were giving this man (A.li) money. He .didn’t help us
with money. We helped him to try to win and helped him try to k?ep
his money. This is what we were doing fon: hfm and h.e was winning
like that as long as he would keep himself inside the cu'_cle of Islam—
in the faith of it. Now what happened? He was showing more love
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diuncts of Muslim mosques, offer religious g
ot ”.“i'n‘sm' llSUlc z'ltjz{r.ns::icklng to their tradition, Black Muslim mey, s:ﬂ
as academic gy look of Afro-wearing dashikied black iy

currently “in” shag .
::tead continue to wear close-cropped hair and conservative dark sults,

ring of sport than he was for the circle of Isla_m which |

{::extnh ;reac%:ing (as a Muslim n.umster). Asd I told hlm that be ;h:j:
not preach Islam and fight this sport an 3?1’1 I said, ‘Get out
therel’ And what made me dismiss Mulfamma was on thee o
He said that he would return to the ring to make' him a Jitge :
‘Regardless to what principles I was to carty out in Islam’ (p, .. Q)
 want some money.’ I had told him, and he had Preached it g
Allah said he would give us money, good_ho.mes,_ fnendships ad
all good things of life. Well, Muhammad Ali dl.sbeheved i
giving him money. He must go back to the devil to get some money
And has he been successful since he went back? No. He hagyy )'ei
made any money. He doesn’t get a fight.

«will his suspension be lifted?

“That depends on his morals, whether or not I'll overlook wha
has been doing, and (whether he will) come back u,xto the cirde of
Islam—whether he'll go and reform himself. C&.mse T've seen hip %
the television screen acting like a monkeyman with the other ( whites)
—for a little money, I guess. But Allah has plenty money for us gy,
here. We don’t have to work for the white man sport to get money*

“Have you ever thought of retiring?” ,

“No, not in my work. There is no retiring. I'm a divine-sent man,
(divine) prepared man and (divine) guided man. Thft's why, with.
out even anything like college training I am successful.

“Have you chosen a successor who one day will carry on your work

“Who could do my work? I am a man appointed and guided by Allah,
to whom praise be forever.”

Another peal of the chimes signalled the beginning of the Mes-
senger’s next appointment and the end of my interview.

“Come and see me again—anytime,” he proposed, sealing his invita-
tion with a final double-handed clasp of my hand.”

MOST fundamental to Black Muslim theology—and undoubtedly most
skeptically received by people outside the faith—is that portion of
Muhammad’s teaching which deals with the “Original Man,” the Black
Muslim version of the Judeo-Christian genesis. Embodying some ele-
ments of the “big bang theory” of modern evolutionists, Black Muslim
belief has the emergence of the “Original Man” coincide with 2 huge
explosion of vague origin which split the earth from the moon precisely
66 trillion years ago. Thus, the “so-called Negro in America,” who, the
Messenger teaches, is a blood-descendant of the “Original Man,” has
his ancestry firmly anchored in antiquity. Whites, on the other hand,
can make no such claim, having been placed on the earth only a pid-
dling 6,000 years ago—and by a black man at that. That man Was
Yakub, a brilliant but evil scientist, bent on defying Allah and on de-
stroying his fellow blacks. Yakub made the discovery that the black
man could be broken down into two “germs”—one black, one brown.
After mating the lighter strains until he had isolated the brown race
he went on until the red and yellow races emerged. Finally, after some
690 years of hybridizing and after filtering out all pigmentation from
his huma,n guinea pigs, he accomplished his goal—the white race.
Yakub’s breakthrough, although no mean scientific achievement by
anybody’s standards, turned out to be little to brag about. From the
Black Muslim’s purely esthetic, if somewhat subjective point of vie
“Yakubs creations weren't much to look at. In the Messenger’s words,
they were really pale white, with really blue eyes, which we thi
are“the u.gllest of colors for a human eye.” Still worse, it appe that
by “grafting” out his creatures’ color, Yakub had also fltered out the
very foul“or humanity. “They were called Caucasian,” the Messen®"
exl?lmns, . ‘which means, according to some of the Arab scholars, o
g ose evil effect is not confined to one’s self alone, but affects other™
°r':;e%ently, the blue-eyed devils with which Yakub had peOPled the
::ta]l wl:e—and are to this day—inferior physically and mentally “nd
selﬁs}:,nes reft of ennobling human cmotions such as love, honesty: u:l
finding oo ourage and compassion. The Messenger has no diffi” ’;
"8 examples in European and U.S. white history and in b
ertion of white-Christian depravity. O“lyl:
he terms “tricknology,” does he concec®
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Special deodorant destroys odor
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N important aspect of Black Muslim life is the ObSEWance i

dietary laws laid down by the Messenger in his 132-page bwi
How To Eat and Live. “As Truth cannot be purchased?” 5, o
scription on the inside of the book’s dust cover reads, “this boak
is a gift to you in exchange for your contribution of $2,09 which
will be used to build a much needed cducational center iy Chi
cago.” The inscription closes, somewhat paradoxically, with "Ma.
God bless every purchaser of this book.” Except for the Blac{
Muslims’ (and Orthodox Muslims’) most religiously obseryeq
prohibition concerning the eating of pork, most of the other gie.
tary rules mentioned in the book are offered as health hints
whose observance is left up to the individual believer. Thoge of
Muhammad’s followers who have not yet conquered their appe.
tite for “hog” may be tempted to do so after reading that “h,
(the hog) is so poisonous (99.9 per cent) that you can hardly
poison him with other poisen. He is so poisonous and filthy thst
nature had to prepare him a sewer line and you may find the
opening on his forelegs. It is a little hole out of which oozes
pus. This is the filth of his body that cannot be passed fast
enough.” If the foregoing has failed to turn off lovers of pork
chops, ribs, bacon, ham and chitterlings, they may want to con-
sider the Messenger’s final point on the subject, namely that “the
swine eaters are always ready to risc up for a dispute and fight
other people and among themselves.”

Warning that “we will dig our own graves with our tecth’
Muhammad commands his followers to eat only one meal a day
and to fast at least three days once every month. “The more idle
our stomachs are, the longer they will last. The more we tax
our stomach, the sooner it wears out,” he explains, adding, “Allsh
desires to extend our lives from a short span averaging 62 years
to a span of 1,000 years—or for as long as we desire to live. He
said there is no set time for us to die. We kill ourselves daily
by meansi of what we think, what we eat and what we drink”

T!1e're is only one group outside the Muslim faith of whost
fastidious food habits the Messenger approves—the Jews.
thoug'h that is where, in view of his open sympathies with the
islamlc Arab wtgld, his admiration for anything Jewish ends

e concedes that “Jews are the only people whose food we can et
and who, in turn, can eat our food.”

THE major tools the white devils have used, and are using in
keeping blacks divided and in submission and slavery, according
to Muhammad, are Christianity and the Bible or “poison boo*
Although h‘: frequently quotes from it, allowing that it holds
some truth,” he insists the bible has been rendered virtually use
less for blacks because whites have been “tampering With !
:;;uth.] to make it to suit themselves.” What better protection 0%
¢ slavemasters have found, he asks, than to teach poor black,
H\;Vn; Who smiteth thee on one check offer the other chedk?
ha cr:], :“t“["P('d of its religious and mystical doctrines, \u
ammad's unique blend of black nationalism, black capitals”
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