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¢ - Ry Harriett Muohaenmad
Dear Harriett: Aboul a year ago, my husband started
drinkipg heavily and staying oul late with bls friends,
This continued quite a while and he would offer no form
of explanation when I would ask him aboub hiz aclions.
Then one day, he just left me and our three children—
- knowing that I had ho money or food 16 the house.

THI3 MADE me very bitter becawse it secmed to me
that he just guit ecaring for us allpgether. I would rack
my brain trying to find out just what was wrong at hame.

I tried to be a good wife and I kept the children and
the house elean and {ixed him good meals. We had rml
marital troubles that I was aware of—eXcept he didn't|
zeam able 1o communicate wilh me or express his feelings.

Well, I was forced to accept slale aid for myself and
the children—and shortly after, he did start giving us
support money. I refused to et him come around at first
bedause I was bitler and alse I dldn’t want to let hlm
vizit the children as long a5 he stayed drunk so much.

THEN I WAS told that T had to let him visit the children
as long-as he was coniributing to thelr support. He would
cotne once in awhlle,  bul never let me know where he
WiLs ..-n.l'..:l_.-ll'IE

Now, in the last two months, he has t-n-ll:l me how much
he miE...EE having his famlly. He seems to love the children
and they love him. For thelr sake, I want him to come
home, but now we have an added problemn—he has no job.

I'm afraid if e returns, we will lose the litle money
that we have becn gelling—and a bad situation would be
worse. What can we do to keep our family together? —Mrs.
H. W., San Francisco, Callf,

DEAIL MES, H. W.: The next time your husband eomes
over lo visit, ask bo speak with him seriously about his
relurning hume. There is 3 way to get him back ln your
home again i he s willing,

It ‘used to be that a mother was only eligible for
finaneial assistance from her county if she had been
deserted by her husband. This has led Lo the breaking
up of many & family where the man just wasn't able to
take care of his family and felt he had to leave or pretend
that he no longer Hwved thE'I'E' In order to be ellgible for
assistance.

NWowr, since the 1862 amendments to the Social E-LL'L'I.II"H}
laws assistance now ls glven o families of unemploved
parents,

The only requirement is that 'wyour husband (or any
man in a similar situation) cootlnue to look for employ-
menl or enroll in a training program and accept any
reasonable employment that may present lsell—even
though it isn't in his usual Une of work. Even il he were
to accept parttime employment that wasn™t enough sup-
port, he would recelve partlal aid until he did find a full
lime job.

IF YOUR husband has decided to stralghten himself
up and once more value his family, It most certainly is
worth while lo diseuss this with him and se¢ what he
thinks. You need each other,

.This ajd Iz nnlv a “tide-over'” until times get hefter—
and they will as long as wvou take advantage of every
opportunity t.hat presents aelf.

Eomething on wour mind? Write and tell me about 1.




