~ The Chief Minister of {fie Nation of
Islam.
Muhammad. set aside .the regl{iar
~witness-bearing” Sunday, Jan. 18,
1976, to commemorate the courageous
pioneers who became members of the
Nation  of: Islam from the very
beginning of ‘the Mosque in Chicago,
some43 years ago.

He named this very special day.
“The Nation of Islam Pioneers’ Day.”
and allowed some of the pioneers tn

bear witness to the truth of Islam.”

Some very informative. enlightening
accounis of - their experiences.
struggles and hardships proved the
value of the early believers in that they
stood against all opposition to carve
out the foundation upon which the
Nation of {slam stands today. .

' The Chief Minister said, 1 know
they all did not tell their ages, but most
of them are 70 and over; and some of
them are pushing 100. We must look out
after the interest of our senior citizens
to see that they get the best
treatment.”
in honor of the pioneers of the Lost-
Found Nation of Islam in the West.

BROTHER KARIM ALLAH

One of our great pioneers, Brother
Karim Allah. who has followed the
Teachings of the Honorable Master
Elijah Muhammad tpeace of Allah be
upon him) for 42 vears, expressed the
difficult task that the Messenger had
been given by Master W.D. Fard at the
inception of Islam in North America...

**His mission of bringing truth to a
spiritually dead people was the hardest
mission ever assigned to any man of
any time, but he was the man for the
mission. Think of the challenge, the
hardship, and the struggle he had in his
mission to give spiritual light to us, his
people in America, who had given up
hope of ever being rescued from our
miserable state of condition that white
mentality putusin.’

He spoke of the magnitude of the
mission and how hard the Messenger
worked {o accomplish this mission. .,

‘‘He worked 16 hours out. of 24,
studying his people, planning different
approaches to reach our dead braize.
He knew that if he could reach our
brains with thé clear, sunshine
teaching of Islam, this would bring
about a thaw in our frozen brains,
which wonld set them into motion and
start us to rotating, deing something

for self.”
He spoke of ‘the dedication that he

and the early believers exemphfxed in
helping the mission.,

““We worked hap;nly mgether ‘We

mgether in everything we did. We
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BRO. EDWARD AL, former captain of the
Fruit of lslam, is still standing as strong
and moving as fost as he has been
during his decades of service ‘to the

Nation of Islom.

homes, to be examples of Istam, to
teach our children te behave in public,
to be mannerable, to obey parents and
the law, and to respect older people.
This was his teaching and we obeyed.”

Brother Karim Allah then expressed
his feelings whenthe Messenger
passed. but he vowed
support to W.Dr
Messenger's son.

1 miss his beloved fathier. That is
pature. I love his son just as I loved
him. f-will felow him and chey him, I

Muhammad. the

stand before you to bear witness that
W.D. Muhammad:is the nghtful heirto

hisfather’s mission.”” -
- He spoke of the New Day
“We are in the dawn

a-new day.

Dawn. The old mast _give way to-the
“new, and 1 seek refugé with the Lord of

-the’ Dawn He is-the: dwme aathorit,

‘relentless:

Brother Karim Allah watched our
Chief Ministeras he grew up to inherit
the work of hisfather, ..

‘“‘He was different from the rest of
his brothers and sisters. His ways were
like his father’s—meek, humble, and’
lamb -fike."

~He'also spoke of the dangers of our
Chiel Minister's mission in the Second
Resurrection..

“He is' hsted because he is unveiling ..

“the enemies o of truth, He is the feacher
“of truth and he defends truth. Men of

high positions are’envious and jealous’
of him..We must stand solidly behmd
him gard}ess to the causes 2

ion,

=gt .

door o the pew world. Al who enter

. inte the new world come: by him. No

confusien.or mlsunderstandmg should
exist among us. Our longing for him
produceé him. Ha will reprove the
‘world.”

SISTER VIOLA KARIM

Brothers did not tread alone along
the rongh. jnitial path of the” earlv
vears. Faithful, strong. and dedicated
sisters traveled right by their sides
Sister Viola Karim was a true pioneer
for the sisterhood-In fact. Sister
Karim selected and bought the
matenial for the first MGT GCC
uniform! Before she even began to
discuss the struggles of the early davs.
she expressed gratitude to Allah for
bringing her thisfar...

‘I thank Aliah that I was blessed to
be one in the First Resurrection and He
has blessed me to see the Second
Resurrection.””

Then. as all of the pioneers did. she
expressed the conditions under which
the early Believers had to practice
Islarn—conditiohs we know very little
abouot today...

“We sat in the cold room without
heat for two hours with our coais
buttoned up and our suils on. One
brother made a stove out of a garbage
can and we would take turns to go and
sit pear it to try to warm up.”

But. despite conditions of hardship.
the pioneers struggled on. Sister

atim told of an incident that proved
Allah’s power. The enemy had
altacked 16 brothers and 23 sisters...

““They turned the machine-guns
loose on us. Not a Mushim died.”

She spoke of even further proof of
Allah's power to her father. who. as °
\he putit...

thaugh: the enemy had some big
guns. Allah allowed our enemijes to put
the guns right to our heads. pull the
trigget, and fired them. Didn’t 2 blank

She unity of the

spoke of the

~ brotherhood even among extremely

-adverse conditions. .

“My mother and 1 were cooi.mg
dinner getting ready to go to the
Temple. Two carloads of FBI came,
surrounded the bouse and knocked on
the door as though they weré going 1o
tear it down. There ‘were a few
brothers they éxdn t get. When these
brothers got the-mews, they drove
around and picked up all the brothers
they could find and'went to the police
station and told the police to lock them:«
up, 160, because they wanted to be
where their brothers were.”

he continued to speak of the store-
front, dilapidated buildings that housed -
them for Mosque meetings. Truly, we
today.: must thank, Allah - for lhe\e_
pioneers ‘"and for .>:'the - warm:

- comfortable. air’conditioned Mosques’
W

that we-now enjay;

--benefits through




