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By Salim Muwakkil

In the days when the World
Community of Islam in the West
{W.C.LW.) was the Nation of Istam,
Lieutenant Raymond X (Boyd) was
one of the most highly-regarded
officers in the organization, but one
could never tell by his actions — he
never acted important.

Today, Sadrud-Din Ali is one of the
most highly-regarded men in the
W.C.LW_, and although his name has
been changed from Raymond Boyd,
his getigns remain the same,

"?ﬁévar try to put myself above the
average person,” Ali explained
during a recent Bilalian News
interview. "You see." he pointed out.
"I know that what I have is not really
mine — it is Allah’s and I'm just
using it.

"I bave been taught since I was a
child that regardless of what you
have or what you get. you must
always keep God before you."”

Ali grew - up in Mississippi during
a time when manners in personal
relationships were stressed much
more than they are today.

I came up under a strict, religious
family.” be noted. “'They taught me
the best according to their
knowledge. We would always sitdown

at dinner and talk about the things of
the world. ) s

"My parents taught me quite a bit
-of ,how to treat people and how to
get along with them,"" Ali recalled.

HUMANISTIC VALUES STRESSED

It was his parents’ stress of
humanistic values that led to his
iriterest in the Nation of Islam.

"'The, Honorable Master Elijah
Muhammad (Peace and Blessings be~
Upon Him} was teaching many of the

-things I was taught about how to treat
people: and 1 could see that América
was not living up- 10 its own
principles. So the Master's teschings
appeaied tome,™ Ali said, .
"My sther had always told me that
whenever you-try to do right, a lot of
peaple will be against you: All of my
friends were against ]
~the Natich of lsiam, but. their
Hb jections were foolish snd  knew L
*'I misde the dacision in 1953 1o tive

me for entering ~

been married to Sis. Inez — her name
at that time — for four vears before
entering the Nation.

““When we came into the Nation,
she had to go through more changes
than 1did. You know, with the dress
code and everything. ...

"‘But there was one thing that
really impressed me. The second
time I attended the mosque (as it was
then called) the Master invited us to
his home for dinner. Now, I thought:
‘All this time I've been going to
Christian churches and the preacher
has never invited me to dinner. Even
in Mississippi when we would invite
the preacher to dinner, he would
never invite us.’

“'Now, here I was, a nothing, and
this man, who at the time [ thought
was the world’s greatest man, invited
me and my wife and my baby
daughter, Belinda, todinner.’

Belinda is now 27 and her name ig.

now Khalilah. For 10 years she was

married to the most famous man in.,
the world, Muhammad Ali.

“'One day she came to me and lold
me she wanted to get married. I

asked her who it was she had in mind

and she told me; ‘Mubamniad AL’ 1

said, 'Is that right?’
1 wanted her to finish her
education first, but she said marriage

wouldn't stop her from goje to -

school. 5o, after Muhammad came
and asked-me for her hand, and I saw
how sincere both of them were 1
agreed.

“"When I'told Muhammad ‘okay,’ he
jumped up and down screaming, ‘Al
praise is due to Allah, I've won
again!'"” i

He said that despite the differences
between his daughter and the Champ
t"*that's their  business™),
“Mulammad and I are better friends
thanever.” - * . 1

In addition to Khalilak, be has two
daughters: Rasheda twho works in
‘A.R. Leaks' Funeral Homie as 3
mortician), and-Shabera 1who
recently vated from F o1,
1. High School); and one son,
Komawi {who s assistantmanager of
& Chicago clothing store). “w = .. |
. “Alah has aencd me with a
- beautiful family and we are very
. None of my four Mh::

.
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“Allahhias blessed me with a beautiful
family and we are very close. None of my
four children has caused me one

penny’s worth of trouble,

vt E

W.C.ILW. member to think of -the
front lobby of Masjid Elijah
Muhamrmad No. 2 without thinking of
Ali.- He is a fixture at his security
post. : .
"‘K's something I look upon as
simply my duty,” he-said succinetly,
matter-of -factly explaining away
something that is considered one of
the most hard-todevelop personal
habits: consistency. )
““In the Nation of Islam, we wére

‘always taught to be consistent.

Besides, I was working straight days
if 1T weren't sick there was no other
place for me to be but in the mosque.

"“There was nothing out in the
streets, that T could have been doing,
because I had already done all the
things that were supposed to be ‘hip'
and that was nothing. i

MORE DETERMINED

. determined to.stay on thispath," Alj

_"Now the Emam, W.D.
Mubammad, has tsken Islam toa
higher level and.I'm evenmore

. A member of the. Natjon of Telain
- dor 21 years before the

and l attribute this to Al-Islam."’ _

touches you deeply. But from my
understanding of what we had been
taught, I knew it would happen sooner
or later,” Ali explained.

“‘When Emam W.D, Muhimmad,
or the Chief Minister, as he was
knewn then, took over, it wasn't a
surprise because we had been taught
that he would eventually take over
that position. So when he came into
office, me and my family got together
and discussed our feelings and our
understanding of things. They
eventually understood as I.did, and’
now I'see pothing but progress undet
the leadership of Emam W.D.
Muhammad. )

“‘In fact, everything that Emam
Muhammad is doing, we were taught
he would do. And what I want to do is
belp him in any way 1 can. 1 work
with the Blight Arrest Pioneer Patrol
{BAPP), and I do everything else I
can to assist the Emam in his mission
to rémake the world,” he said. . -

-“*When the Emam gave me the
name of Sadrud-Din in 1975, at a
dinner for W.C.LW. pioneers,




