By Samuel Ayyub Bilal

CHICAGO — As the youthful
chatrman  of  the Mathematics
Department at Atlanta University in
the early 1960s. Dr. Abdul Alim
Shabazz found himself appearing on
radio, television, in newsprint and at
public meetings as an intellectual
spokestnan for the Nation of Islam.

Known then as Dr. Lonnie X Cross.
he was one of less than a handful of
authentic Western intellectuals who
were at that time brave and committed
enocugh to jein a worthy movement
hated and opposed by  the

“establishment.” Even in 1960, Dr.
Shabazz was referred to by some of the
United States’ leading media as a first-
rate mind.

A leading séientific journal referred’
to him as a “brilliant but obscure.
mathematician.”” By referring to him
as obscure, the journal meant that his
ideas and work in mathernatics had not
beenpublicized enough,

Although he could have secured
practically all the funds he wanted
from the governmental and the
intellectual establishment to further
his work as a mathematician, the
voung professor chose instead to follow
his social and moral consciousness and
struggle to help establish Islam in
North America. .

Today, Dr. Shabazz's sense of
dedication and. commitment s
reflected in his present duties as
director of the Worid Community of
Islam in the West's Department of
Adult Education (WCIWDAE), a job
he's held since corhing to Chicago in
the summer of 1975.

As director of WCIWDAE his goal is
to make adult education part of the life -
iong process of the Bilalian and other
developing men and women, he told
Bilalian News - during -a  recept
interview. He is assisted in his work at
WCIWDAE by an able butsmall and
brilliant young staff of eight.

They ‘imclude his main assistant
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in the early 1960s, math and science
students were not particularly prone to
participate in student;demonstrélions.
However, members - Atlanta
Umversuy s math depaﬁment were
among the first students in Atlanta to
join the student protest movernent
which-started ‘in North Caralina in the
late 19508, .
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The stydents were directly inspired
Dr.

. by the social consciousness

president of AU. unm his death in
1965).

‘*He called me into his office and
showed e the Jetters,” the pleasant-
manriered Dr. Shabazz noted, ‘with a
smile as he relaxed in a modest chair
in the Office of Adult Eduacation
located in”the Warld Community of

Sguth Side. "'%'f'

The leiters, many from rich denors
were demandmg to know why was a
“Black * Muslim {label planted on
am to déstm :

1sfam’s Pioneer Buildihg on Chxcago s

'

" whatever way he can.

educational contributions weve ex
ceptionally impressive.

“When [ became minister in
Washing ton.”” he said, 'the Muhammad
Speaks newspaper was selling 8.000
copies per bi-weekly. And then it
dropped to 4.000 when the paper went
weekly.

FRUITFUL LECTURING

“Then we talked to the Frulf «of
Islam1” the male unit which was then
responsible for the distribution of the
paper..”” he noted. That “talk” and
subsequent sales lectures were 50

effective that “we rose from 4.000 per ;
week in 1963 to 60,000 in 1974, Dr. J
Shabazz said. »

And not only did Muhammad's
Mosque in Washington excell in the
sale of Muhammad Speaks, it also set
an example in the area of education,

Dr. Shabazz emphasized. i

*At the University of Islam. undef a
very difficult situation we started a
school in spite of poverty, and the
absence of physical facilities.”

Under Dr. Shabazz's direction the
Mosque No. 4 University of Islam
developed a first-rate school which set
up a ‘curriculum enabling students to
_graduaie with a high-school diploma
afier nme years.

“We looked at the very best that the 5
Washington and Amencan schools in
the U.S. had to oifer,” he said when
discussing how the curriculum was ,
designed. The program was 30 .
successiul that.., .

He cited the caseof a nmth—grade :
dropont fromthe school wha went into .
the 12th grade at public school and
became a successful student.

In another instance, a 10th grad
University of Islam school studer
entered Howard: Universily as. an
engineering student and had @&
successful eareer. ‘
. contribution o ihe
does not stop at his

ministerial and educational duties. His

colleagues -~ who . direct  othet
epartments will note that he is aiway
willing to cooperate with them in

Recenﬁy. he was.a guest 1ecmmr to
T the




