By Abdul Basit Nacem
! (Continued from Last Week)
I am aware that no Cau-

lcasian clalming to be 2
"“Muslim,”' however impres-

or whatever the nature of his
credentials, can possibly get
past the door of a Muham-
mad's Mosque of Islam in
America. In the eyes of the
U.S. Muslim leader, Honor-
able Elijah Muhammad, a
“devll" is a ‘‘devil"” - and
i that's that!

However, I think we all
jrecognize the fact that an
i “Eastern'’ or East-orlented
so-called "“‘orthodox' Is-
lamic group in this country

{is not likely to categoriecally |
|econvert’s earnestness of in-!

reject him.

THE LEBANESE Syrian, |

riar Muslims,
far instance
£S5 — and there

{ are quite a
few of them
across this
land — may
rather joy-
ously receive
such a per-
son, though
not necessar-
lly as a full-
fledged, bona
fide brother-

Albanian or Ta

sive his manner of approach |-

It is Absurbto T
“Devil" Can Turn Muslim!

in-Islam. Fundamenfally,
they would welcome the vis-
jtor under obsession of an
age-old ‘‘national” tradition
— of unrestrained, "‘open-
door" hosplitality. -

‘Morcover, the ‘“‘copper-col-
ored' Muslims (as the Hon-
orable Messenger some-
times describes them), who
{possess a long history of
commercial and cultural con-
tact with the “Qld World”

‘n:\tlons (of Europe) and

have, generally speaking,
never experienced racial dis-
crimination or segregation
in the “"New World'" (Amer-:
jica), really have no valld
{cause to doubt and dishelieve
!a Caucasian (self - styled)

|terest In our sacred faith.

IT IS no mystery why the
‘““‘devils" have rarely,
ever, mistreated, and do not
cyen now mistreat, the for-
eign-origin Muslims in their
midst. They simply do not
SEE them as Muslims! After
all, how ¢an they distinguish
them from the mainstream
of the Great Saciety?

Aside from belng ‘‘copper-
colored*’ (i.e., light-complex-
foned), the Lebanese, Syrian,
Albanjan or Tartar Muslims
llving in the United States

i
|
|

do not, as a rule, use ;'odd"
(Arabic) but common Anglo.
Saxon (white Christian)
names, such as Bob, Joe,
Dick, Jim, ete.

They wear the same {ype
of clothes as the white Amer-
icans do.

They do not look down
upon dancing, makeup or
smoking, While they do not
themselves consume forbid.
den foods, I have known
them to sell pork and pork
products and alecholic bev.-
erages In their grecery
Stores and serve similar
items in luncheonettes, res.
taurants and bars owned or
operated by them.,

“BARS, did you say?" . ..
Yes, that!s right. As a mat.
ter of fact, I know of several
“"Eastern’ Muslims in this
country who even own liquor
stores and nightclubs (or, at
least, part interest in such
establishments.) I might fur-
ther add that, being ‘‘good"”
American citlzens all, they
do not object to fighting in
behalf of Uncle Sam elther.

Small wonder, then, that
the “orthodox" Muslim ele-
ments here should be at a
loss to understand what the
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Can Devil Turn Muslim? .

from Puagr 101

(Continued

all-black “*Nation of Islam in

America' Is

and removed as they are
U.S. black

from the
(or
problems,

problems —

cisely what the '"“unortho-
dox" message and mission of
the Honorable Elijah Mu-/
hammad coniprises.

s0 - called
they naturally
cannot comprchend or ap-
preciate the solution of those

iif such (as above) be the

mental state or attitude of

all about. Aloof
man’s b€
‘““Negro’s™)

“devil"

which Is pre-

estimably

American Muslims who are
not really “‘white'" but may-
“white-like'"
per-colored'’'), can we hon-
estly consider a genulne
to be capable of
transforming his very nature
jand hence deserving of per-
mission to join the ranks of
the righteous (Muslims)?

I think the question is in-
absurd and un-

(i.e. ‘“‘cop-

worthy of further considera-
I ALSO wonder, now, that!tlon.
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