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Pakistani Muslim Trdvels, Finds

‘African Muslims Pray for
Success of the Messenger’

I have just returned from a three-week trip to north-
western Africa. I had undertaken the journey for a num-
ber of reasons, the first and foremost of which was to ac-
quaint myself with the peoples of that part of the world.
Not having previously traveled in Algeria and the lands
adjacent to it, I wanted to learn firsthand of their prob-
lems, aspirations and accomplishments. Another—and no
less significant—objective of my journey was to find out
what the African Muslims knew and thought of the “Nation
of Islam in America' and its rightful leader, the Honor-

able Elijah Muhammad

It is, of course, my inten-
tion to write in this news-
paper a detalled account of
my trip—a ‘‘travelogue,'’ so
to speak, However, this
would require some time, as
I cannot adequately describe
everything seen by my eyes
and heard by my ears (I
have more than 50 pages of
Inotes!) in a brief or hastily-
| prepared artiele.

Morecover, the photographs
taken by me In Africa also
would not be ready for pub-
leation In less than elght or
10 days—and what good is o
travelogue without ample il-
lustrations? The present ar-
ticle Is only a sort of “pref-
ace' to the presentation I
hope to offer MUHAMMAD
SPEAKS readers during the
coming weeks and months,

| I BELIEVE I was success-
ful In gathering exactly the
type of mate-
rinl I desired
due to the
fact that I
® could speak
Arable—how-
¢verimper-
fectly. Also,
being n Mus-
Iim (alham-
du-lillah!), I
was able to
venture, In
pursuitof
particular news, to many
places generally Innccessible
to non-Muslim (Christian or
European) reporters and
writers. And wherever 1
went, I was recelved with

Naeem

considerable wa rm th and
cordiality.

In Algeria, I was privileged
to meet several of the Re-
public’s ministers and high
government officials. In Tu-
nisian and Libya, I was able
to call on and meet with a
number of religious and cul-
tural leaders of the two na-
tions.

I also exchanged views

‘with Ghana educators, a

Guinean Industrialist and
Slerra Leonean artists, Dur-
ing my stay in the Algerian/
capital (Algiers), It was my
good fortune to meet with a |

number of freedom fighters ..

from the Portuguese ter-
ritories on the African con-
tinent, Rhodesin and South
Afriea.

NEEDLESS to add, dis-
cussion of the U.S. Is-
lamic scene was a part of
my conversation with prac-
tically all whom I met—stu-
dents as well as scholars,
fellahin (farmhands) as well
as factory workers—es-
pecially if they were adher-
ents of the Mustim faith.

One of my happlest en-

counters in this direction

took place one bright, sunny
afternoon In the heart of the
old town (‘‘Casbah') of Al-
glers, I had stopped at a
ciafe (coffee shop) to rest a
little and to have some re-
freshments, However, no
sooner had I Introduced my-
self to the proprietor as a
“Muslim from America”
than everyone present

literally ran to and gathered
around my table. “Ahlan wa
sahlan,” ““Ahlan wa sahlan''
—over and over the Arabic
expression of fraternal wel-
come greeted me, §

Presently one of the men
In the crowd moved a bit
closer to me and, Introduc-
ing himself as Sayid Lalouni,
politely enquired *‘if you are
acquainted with the African
Muslims in Amerlca ,.."
When I answered in the af-
firmative, I was subjected to
a volley of new questions.

BASICALLY, each of the
queries comprised an ear-
nest plea: *‘Please tell us
more about L'ha)j Muham-
mad , ., ." (It took me a good
few moments to realize that
most Afriecan Muslims, un-
able to recognize the biblical
name “Elfjah,"” generally re-
Merred to the U.S. Muslim

{leader as “L'haj)," “Al-

hnjj" (;I' Just “HaJj) Muham-

As I began to tell them
what they desired to know
about the "“African Muslim
leader In Amerlea and his
followers,' I noticed that the

Tring of my new-found friends

around me had become
much larger, There were
now not five or six but more

(than 20 persons near and

about my table,

Likewise, there were now
at least seven or elght cups
of Turkish coffece on the
table where I had placed my
own, The others, it turned
out, were also meant for me,
being the offering of my hos-
pitable brothers In Islam,
(I could not, of course, gulp
all that coffee, However. 1
had to oblige my ‘‘hosts' by
sipping a little from each of
the cups placed before me.)

I DO NOT know whether
(Comlmu-'& on page 19)
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