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Writes to Ascertain Attitude of ..Black
Americans Towards African Brothers

By Harriett Muhammad

r11is 1S a pleasant change
o the  latest in local
e oF Soclety gossip that
1 find in other Negro week-
Les Also, the paper has
¢ information concern-
that s

100 much about Africa, but
duee ©oam of African de-
ceent, there are a few ques-

e T would ke answered.
How do the Africans feel
abous us, the Americans of
african descent?

Do ey really feel we are
prothers? What do they ex.
pect of our relationships
with one another? What do
ey xay about what we
nave been told — that they
wid us Into slavery for
money and gains? J. M.
New York, New York

DEAR J. M. -

A answers will be based
on nistory, my talks with
african frlends and diplo-

“A LABORATORY analysis of respondents’ materials,

| mats, my travels In Africa

and general knowledge,
Africans have mixed emo-

tlons concerning our mulual

relationships, Almost all do

in that we both have our ori-
gins In Africa, Some say the

similarities end there—ihat

circumsiances, fime and cul-
ture have made us of differ-
ent mentalitles. Some say
that despite this, we do have

certain traits in common|

with each other and that
this factor will enable us 10
be resunited in ethnic ties.

* When Afrlcans come to the
United States, their feelings
about us arc nfuenced by
the way we {real them,

I'VE HEARD some Afri-
cans say that they get better
treatment from the whites
than they do from their own
ancestral brothers. This ihey
attribute to the fact that the
whiles are out to make an
Impression and the Dblacks
have been and still are braln-
washed to the extent that to

: _

-

corducted prior to the hearing revealed that the bone char

i their units are chemically and

physically indistingulsh-

able from other bone chars and has no unlque characterls-
tics.” the Commission declded,

false and misleading In unqualiliedly representing the units

as fully and unconditionally
for [0 years,

The Commission found that in order 1o take advaniage ment of another race

of the guarantee,

llonai service charge of $30,

Parents’ Magazine Enterprises.

guaranteed in every respect

had to pay an addi

Inc., has been ordercd

W stop using false and deceptive practices in attempiing to

colicct delinquent accounts,

Accro Wateh Co., Inc., of New York City,

was ordered

‘be associated with Africa Is!
| St painful, '
' THOSE THAT know of our |

jsitu:xl.lon are sympathodic, 1!
‘had one African woman who|

(1hat i she was (n America
‘and was attacked during o
‘demonstration, she  would
fight with all her might and
If she died. thal was aizight
with her. They think we are
imuch too passive when it
cotmces 1o our freedom. Con-
“cerning what is expected of
one another, there are come-
iments  ranglng from one
ivlew Lo 135 opposite,

Some Africans say thal we

jare a people v and of our.
selves, due to Wie common
Ibackground of sufler-
(ing, They say we should
stay In America and fiizht
for what we have warked for
and for what i5 due us,

Otkess say that White
America (8 not golng to
change and that we are
fighting a losing battle. They
say that pereenlage-wisg we,
are the most well.educated”
ard trained black people
‘there are, beeause of our
iliving and learning in the

United States. They want
and sk us to returmn to Am-.
¢a to help bulld up thas
'rich continent that has been!
keretofore keps in eheck and
|robbcd by white imperialist

| countries. :

THIS IS the common Sul-
. " |

The Commission also ruled that Stbeo’s adverilsing Was goring between us — that

‘both (but we more than
‘they) have been mis-uscd
{or centuries for the beiler-
to the

the customer had to return the unit 10/ gepredation of our own,
respondents at his own expense and

|70 BE CONTINUED:
| Something on your mind?
'Wwrite and te)! me about it
‘Harrlett Muhammad

P. ©. Box R182

Los Angeles, Calif, 90008
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More on Africa

¢ follawing I8 A& CON=
jipaation of information sup-
glied Mr, J. M. of New York
Ciy, whose letter asking
gestions concerning  Arl-
pas” attitudes toward Alro-
Americans was carried in
e February 4, 1366, issoe
of MUHAMMAL SPEAKS.)

By Harriett Muhammad
Yoo asked o your letter:
vihat o they (Africans)
uy about what We have
wes id — thatl they sold
minieslavery .. .

yoU MU ST remember
4t =hen you speak of Af-
et vou are speaking of a
CONTINENT. nol o couniry
= toatinent with hundreds
o languages and culiures
1 Ristorics, '

The slave trade You speak
el tock place mainly in West
Mrca ameong people ke the
Teuba of Ogo, Kigerla, and
&¢ Angolans — Lo name
#=e names. I 15 not easy
W inck down which people
gide the first bids of a gun-
fraalave with the Euro-
ping — but this |5 the vi-
g glrele that snsued,

For instance, a  people
i Rave fleared the inva-
&m ef o forelgn intruder.
&, when the Europeans of-
Wl gupertor weapons In
mhiepe for slaves, the
asartion was made,
Ttse peaple then would be
:_’i:ﬂmamh‘tll? ready to

L LQemeelves
ek m an

Anztker group might have
beard zhont this arms bulld-
®ird feared invasion or re-

Lo — and steckpiled

T2s thraugh the same type

fihon. Tt §s similar

£ s e wehave
ckpili

Yapms ¢ NE atomic

H_TH'EF.E 15 another thing
mh'-'.'mrnhr:l'. Eotne of the|
BLS who were BhEpEssd

]
b dmerica already wer e

Hives- ok

: ; others o inals
Fixary of war ofid olhers
‘h!ﬁ Ameriea in search
et Fthes they had heard

about from the Europeans,

The slavery thal existed in
Alrlca was NOT the sam e
Institutlon 1t was here. An
African “'slave' was similar
ko an Indenfured servani,
He may have begn a slave
becauze he had commitied g
crime and was belng pun-
Izshed, or he may have bepn
working off his debt. Bul he
had certaln rights — he was
ireated a8 4 human belng
and could purchase his own
freedom through his labor,

SZome oven have marcled
intg the family they served,
The slaves had a lower zg-
clal statos, bul they were
never consldercd anlmals or
pleces of properly.

Bome historlans =ay that
the institution of slavery in
Americd was unprecedented
in Mz eruelty. The Ameri-
cans had no pattern to fol-
low and were not famlliar
With the practices of others
In this area. Conscquently,
they did whal they wanted
and had the worse resiis as
far ax human dignity is con-
cerned,

" AFRICANS who come here
rarely deny that the slave
frade existed, buot thelr ex-
panatlons show the many
factors Involved — factors
heretofore unknown by
Westerners.

They have dispelled the

sterec-typed mental image |

we had of our own people
Eelling us for some of the
while man's glass bends and
"fire waler."

If you are Interested In
learning more about Africa
and her peoples, there I3
miuch avallabla malerial o
read. In wour city, there s

(Continuwed on poge 20}
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|
stor¢ in Harlem that has!

rauch to offer. (Book stores/
featuring African ilterature

: also can be found In other

majinr cities)  Also, |
reading some books written |
Africans themselves,

| such as WEEP NO a-tona.]

CHILD. |

The world is in for a treat
and @ surprise soon, when
the African historians work-
ing in Accra, Ghana, have'

. completed thelr encyclopae-

dia on the true histories of |
the African peoples. |

This was the project
W. E. B. Du Bols was work-
ing on at the time of hisl
death, Friends  there have|
told me that it will be o
magnificent work of art —
one that will change the his-
fory as we now know it.

SOMETHING on your
mlml;?t Write and tell me
O ‘-

Harrlett Muhammad
P. O. Box 8332
Los Angeles, Calif. 90008
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