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By Harriett Muhammad

answer-questions-presented-by-an_18-yea
concerning love and marriage.

You asked, “What are the ndvantages and disadvantages

of heing married.”
One of the main advan-
. tages of marriage, it makes
your being with and living
with your man a socially ac-
cepted and desired act. As
long as you live among peo-
ple you will be obliged to fol-
low certain soclal rules or
find yourself a soclal out-
cast from those who do fol-
low these rules, Mosl socie-
ties of the world do not ap-
prove of ‘“free love' and sex-
ually free women are
scorned,

Another advantage, tihe
children you birth will have
20 |dentity—a name—a fa-
ther that they can legally
claim. They will not have to
wear ihe stigma of Wlegitl-
macy.

Thirdly, If you have & good
husband you will be able to
blossom into full woman-
hood.” Most women find

- pleasure In belng able to
please and the one who
should draw such response
from her is her husband,

. Also, a good marriage pro-
vides love, protection and
companionship, And looking
at marriage from an
economlie point of view, a
married woman has [t much
easler than an unmarried
woman—If she's fortunate,
she will not have to work to
help support the household;
If she does have to work, she
is adding her check to her

{husband’s and thus making

things better economically— |§

if she has a husband who is

not doing his dutles as a pro-| X2
vider, she has legal channels
through which she can ob-|[N

tain assistance.

I cannot think of any real
disadvantages of being mar.
ried, for all of the ills or
mistreatments that can be-
fall a married woman can
befall an unmarried woman
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too. And even In the WORST | ¢

of conditions and situations
a married woman has it
over an unmarried one, for
she has legal recourse.

Next you asked, “How do |5
you know if you are really| ',

ready lo get marrled?"”
When you WANT to get
married you are well on the

way. If you still say ‘“mar-| ¥

riage has its good points
BUT ... you had better
walt until the BUT natural-
ly goes away.

To be ready for marriage,
you have to be mature phy-
sically, but more {mportant
mentally., Usually, but not
always, your body is ahead
of your mental  altitude
towards the responsibilities
that marriage brings. Here-
in lles the majority of prob-
lems that teenagers face to-
day. They are ready sexual-
ly for marriage, they are
given many opportunities to
enjoy sex, they are told that
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timore, Md., home.

sex play 18 socially sanc-
tioned, up to a ‘'certain
point.’” But when they take
advantage of the opportuni-
ties their parents and socle-
ty glve them, when they caon-
tact VD, when they produce
bables, THEN they really
understand the distance be-
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d brother, Rochman, in their Bol-
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b7
{.

o

mr i S

mad.

tween thelr
their mental maturity. A

very palnful way to learn|

“readiness’ Indeed.

So, you can tell whether
you are ready or not to get
married by whether you are
willing to accept the respon-
sibilities and duties that dc-

physical and|company
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the  privileges
granted in marriage.
(To Be Continued)
Something on your mind?
Write 'and tell me about It.
Harriett Muhammad
Box 390
308 Westwood Plaza
Los Angeles, Calif. 90024
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