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l The Black man'’s will

And then there are those who claim that the growth of the
Nation of Islam is inversely proportionate to the growth of the so-
called Black middle-class. They contend that the better off a
people are, the more they become supportive bf the status-quo,
the mainstream of America. '

_This kind of talk is especially rife now: with the national lﬂiling
given to the emerging “‘Black middle -class.”

The_ question I pose however, is: How do these social observers
explain the fact that the Nation of Islam has been growing at an
unprecedented rate during the same years the “Black middle-
class’ has allegedly had its largest expansion?

Ibrenean, this is totally contrary to the way things are supposed
to be. '

Additionally, in double defiance of this oft quoted thesis of
:su_cl.ety. many members of the so-galled Black middle -class are
joining onto the ranks of the believers of the Honorable Elijah
Muhammad in increasing numbers.

This is downright blasphemous to the social séientists credo
.:md ratyer than attempt to explain it, they throw up their hands
in adguish and exclaim, “I just don’t understand it."”

Well, we Muslim followers of the most Honorable Elijah
Muhammad understand it, and if it were not for the social
scientists’ constant search for complexity where none is needed
they too would understand.

Messenger Muhammad teaches us that these are the last days
of America, that this once-great empire is tottering on the very
brink of destruction.

Many are wont to characterize this teaching as that of a ‘‘doom-
sayer''—a ‘‘Cassandra,” and many other names they give to
those they wish not to deal with, but proof is in the proverbial
pudding.

Historians with a specialty in the once voguish Black history
courses spawned in the 1960's invariably take pains to point out
that periods of the greatest Black nationalist sentiments arise

when the future is bleakest for Blacks.

In general terms, that theory is correct, and in its very
correctness serves to validate the Nation of Islam as a truly
Divine program.

When things look bad, the Nation of Islam grows: when things
look good, the Nation of Islam grows. There are no European
derived “laws” that apply to it, for Islam is the science of
existence that originates all laws.

Messenger Muhammad teaches us that everything isreal, that
there are no mysteries. He helps us to understand that the most
profound explanation is the most simple.

Messenger Muhammad helps us to understand that the will of |

the Black man is more powerful than all law devised b_y any of
his creations, and with that knowledge it is our responsibility to
act accordingly. | . ;

This thought was firmly brought home to me recently as
watched tﬁg actions of members of the National Bar Association,

(National is always the pseudonym for Negro) gathered at a
recent convention in Chicago.

I used to be awed by Black lawyers; their well-.cullivated
sense of importance led me to regard them as something almost
super-human. But a few years ago, the awe faded and
transformed itself into something quite different. The teac_hings
of the Homorable Elijah Muhammad enableql me to finally
understand that it is their love of blind complexity, that repelled
me. Black lawyers’ ongoing search of com.plexi'ty for
coﬁlplexity's sake was very often the reason for their existence,
and I saw that as being worth nothing.

ranking NBA official, “having a few drinks
dio?:y:diglwlvhal mu:gt be called the height of self-decgllt and
a:—%gance when he told me in a somper tone that ‘‘Black
lawyers are the last hope for all mankind.
was to look at him incredulously and write

lost cause, but I caught myself rememberi_ng
hammad teaches us that we can accomplish

My first impulse
him off as a totally
that Messenger Mu
what we will.

—Alonzo 4X
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Greed, hypocrisy evident in
Sec. Simon’s Mideast visit

The attempt made by United States
Secretary of Treasury, William Simon, during
his recent tour of the Middle East, to pressure
the Arabs into lowering their oil prices,is just
another demonstration of the exploitative,
greedy character of the Western capitalist

system. -

THE IMPERIALIST POWERS have always
told the developing countries that there are
economic laws, that prices depend on supply
and demand and more demand means higher

prices. They further told the oil producing
countries that there is no great need for oil and
thus obliged these countries to sell their oil at
miserable prices.

These so-called economic laws which were
introduced by the Western countries have

resulted in widening the gap between the

developed and developing nations.

In the last 10 years alone, the prices of
foodstuffs, steel, building materials and other
essential products imported from the rich
countries increased more than 400 per cent.

THE PRICE OF raw materials exported by
these states which ‘““have’ from the “have
nots’’ virtually remained the same.

These so-called economic laws, which are
controlled and manipulated by the developing
nations, is the cause of poverty and
underdevelopment from which Asia, Africa
and Latin America suffer.

The richness and economic boom which
exists in the West was not achieved by the hard
work and enormous sacrifices of its people, but
by the sweat and blood of the people in the
developing nations.

'I'HEP(')‘SUTEAGE which is expressed by the
rich countries protesting the rise of oil prices
contradicts the basic fundamentals of those

. are to be blamed for the current situation.
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‘‘economic laws"

these countries.
What the Western countries seem to ignore is

the fact that the purchasing power of their

money has fallen. In the Arab Gulf states.in o=

1947, $2.14 would buy more goods and obtain

more services than $12 buys now, in 1974.

The developed countries, who failed to
control inflation, are responsible for the
skyrocketing of prices. The outcries against the
Arabs voiced by the Western newsmedia are
not only politically motivated but also are
racist in nature.

No voices have been-heard against Canada
which has done the same in raising prices. And
when the European oil produced from oil fields
drilled in the North Sea is in production, who
would dare to question the neighboring
European states for their prices?

EVEN AFTER the oil producing countries
raised their oil prices in accordance with the
“sacred"’ law of supply and demand, for every
barrel of oil produced, these countries receive
less than half the costs which the consumer is
made to pay.

The taxation imposed on oil by the developing
countries to develop them is the main reason
for the high price paid by the consumer.

Another factor which is greatly responsible
for the current prices is the increase in
transportation and refining charges. The
Western oil companies — particularly
American, which are robbing the consumer —

which were enforced by

THE PROFIT made by these companies has
increased from 50 cents a barrel to $4. in the
last year alone.

The money the arabs are earning for their oil
today is essential for their advancement and
their development. Experts have estimated ‘
that $40 billion for health programs, $100 billion !
towards education and $100 billion to improve ’
inter -Arab communication are needed.

The Western countries can solve their
economic problems and contain their inflation
by sound monetary and fiscal policies. The
main solution lies not by lowering prices of
foreign oil, but by decreasing waste, increasing
exports and freezing internal consumption.
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Muhammad, the fulfill

By Minister Yusuf Shah
Temple No. 2

Messenger Muhammad is a fulfiller
of the prophets. He does not prophesy
because He has nothing to prophesy.
He fulfills that which the other
prophets prophesied. Messenger
Muhammad is the last one. Therefore
He is the end of the prophets.

Messenger Muhammad is a fulfiller,
therefore, He has to go through that
which all of the prophets before Him
went through thousands of vears before
He wasborn — Lo make it worthless for
you to have another prophet. He brings
us face to face with God and the devil.
Therefore, you do not need any more
prophets.

r A

Abraham, Lot, David, Solomon,
Daniel, Isaiah, Jeremiah and Jesus
prophesied. But, we did not know these
things, because we never studied the
Scriptures.

Before the coming of Almighty God,
Allah, who came in the Person of
Master Fard Muhammad, to whom all
Praises are due forever, we did not
know how to study the Scriptures.

We were in the position of the
Ethiopian whom Philip met on the road
from Jerusalem unto Ga'za, sitting in
his chariot reading the Book of 1salah.
Philip said unto him, “‘understandest
thou what thou readest?"’” Ard the man
said, ‘How can I except some man
should guide me?"’

How could someone guide him

ment of all the prophets

Scriptures and the prophecy of them
until Messenger Muhammad opened
them up to us.

Messenger Muhammad 1s here and
He is working and doing that work
which Almighty God, Allah brought
Him up from among us to do for us. It
1sa powerful job that He is doing.

1 often hear Messenger Muhammad
say that Almighty God, Allah told Him
out of His own mouth: *'Brother, you
have the worst job of any man who
ever lived.” So when you start
contending with Messenger
Muhammad, you are making the
burden heavier because you cannot
win. You are wasting His time and
yours too.

3

worst job of any man who ever lived,
just think over the prophets who have
been sent for thousands of years. Think
over how they were lied upon.

Think over how they were haled by
the very people whom they were sent
to reform. Think over how some of
them suffered and were cast out. Think
over how hypocrites rose up in their
midst. Think over how some of them
were sold out to the enemy.

Messenger Muhammad is fulfilling
all of this. If He does not fulfill this
what the prophets have gone thru, then
he would not be the fulfiller. I will
simplify it for you. A boxer cannot be a
champ unless he whips everyone in the

Messenger Muhammad 1s fulfilling
in our presence that which Mases,

unless he were guided by God? (Acts 8:
26-31. ) Therefore, we did not know the~

If Almighty God, Allah told
Messenger Muhammad that He has the

ring, then he is crowned the
“‘Heavyweight Champion of the
World."”

(Tao he continued)

Divine Benefits bles'sb’Muhammad'S followers

By Margary Hassain e

THIS WEEK we present to you, another
powerful article, written by Messenger Elijah
Muhammad, entitled, THE CALAMITY.

See pages13and 14.

MESSENGER MUHAMMAD was taught by
Allah 1God) for almost three and one-half years.
Messenger Muhammad teaches us that Allah
{God) Taught him fully, what would happen in the
Plan of God, to bring down this wicked world that
we have known. o
By our constantly re-reading the Divine
Messages, the Divine Articles written by
Messenger Muhammad. we can bear witness that
Messenger Muhammad- is the man who KNOWS
the aims and purposes of Allah (God).
Messenger -Muhammad's messages prove
themselves to be from none other than_ Allah
{God), Himseli.

AND to we, the Black people in America,
MESSENGER MUHAMMAD brings GOOD
NEWS as the Scriptures prophesied He would do.

What nation would not like to have GOOD NEWS

brought to them, about themselves!

GOOD NEWS is even more precious in this Day.
when the newscasters are reporling the fall of
nations, the crumbling of governments, and the
dastruction of peoples who have ruled under-the
rule of the Christian white race.

WARNING

To You Innocent People who
willingly give your money to
strangers soliciting money for
hospitals and other drives that we
have.

Your money falls into the hands of |
enemies and hypocrites that take your ;
cash money and use it for themselves.
So. 1 think you should be careful about'
who you give your money to.

Some of them will make out false
cards — pay-no attention to it because
we have not made out any cards to
give to the public. Don't give your
money like that. :

Go to the Temple (the nearby
Temple of curs) and give your money
to the Secretary there and get a
receipt from him or her. )

Elijah Muhammad,
Messenger of Allah |

AS MESSENGER MUHAMMAD taught us would
happen, America has lost her-respect among the
nations of the earth. These investigations of the
highest affice in the land of America, is — as
Messenger Muhammad taught us;-it would do —
**showing the nations her shame.’ ,

WE MUST OBEY Messenger Muhammad and
come oul of her and be not partakers with her
tAmerica).

AND why should not we fly to Allah 1God) as

" Messenger Muhammad warns us to do?

DIVINE ISLAM BRINGS benefits to us! LOVE
AND RESPECT are two of the many benefits that
the Divine Teachings of Messenger Muhammad
brings to us, when we accept our own religion.
Islam.’ & 0 seafipe e

MINISTER LOUIS FARRAKHAN, National
Representative of the Nation of Islam. under the
Divine Guidance of MESSENGER
MUHAMMAD, bore witness again Lo the love and
respect that he received by being a minister and
follower of the MESSENGER OF ALLAH.

He recounted to us two occasions in particular.
which occurred while taking a breather from his
many duties. He strolled around Muhammad's
Temple No. 7, Inc., in Harlern, New York, ote of
the worse areas in the country. Just down the
street there is a drug addiction clinic and all types
of people are passing to-and -fro.

Oge. Black brother. ragged and dirty, called a
warm and friendly greeting to Minister
Farrakhan, and the minister reached out his hand
to greet him. The Black brother apologetically
wiped his dirty hands on his suit and shook hands
with him. Minister Farrakhan told the brother.
-*Allah loves you, Brother.”

Also, a Black sister passed by, wearing short
trunks:  because of the Divine Teachings of
MESSENGER MUHAMMAD she was ashamed of
her appearance, bul she said, I know I am not

fMubammad Speaks

supposed to have these kind of clothes on. I hope
you will overlook the way I am dressed, but I
wanted to say. ‘hello.’ " Minister Farrakhan told

" her also, **Allah loves you.™

CAPT. ELIJAH MUHAMMAD JR., one of the
sons of Messenger Muhammad. also bore witness
to the love and protection of our own kind that the
Divine Teachings of Messenger Muhammad is
instilling in our Black people. Capl.
Muhammmad. said that on manv occasions when
his duties bring him to foreign and dangerous
areas, our Black brothers and sisters draw around
him protecting him [rom possible danger. with
their own selves.

~ BLACK BROTHERS AND. SISTERS — let us
totally unite with our own-Black’kind*under the

Divine Leadership of MESSENGER
MUHAMMAD, and we will reap all of the benetits
of returning to our own.

All Praises are due to Allah. Master Fard
Muhammad. for His Divine Messenger
Muhainmad and His Divine Message. Long live
Muhammad!

Filty nine cants @ pound,
Ihesa prices might peisen
sama of thesa poor pesplal I Poison? I
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Yes dummy, poisan them

THE HONORABLE ELIJAH MUHAMMAD
Messenger of Allah

againt the $2.60 o peund
we've been chargin am!

CHARLES 67X Editor
ABRAHAM PASHA Circulation Manoger
ALONZO 4X News Editor
EMERSON MUHAMMAD City Editor
HAROLD 4x Atlanta Bureau Chief
ROBERT 9X Los Angeles Bureau Chief
JOE WALKER New York Bureau Chief

LONNIE KASHIF

Washington Bureau Chief

“Dedicated 10 Freedom, Justice, and Equality for the so-called

Negro. The Earth Belongs to Allah.”
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Speakers at NBA convention assail

AUGUST 9, 19y,

Low quality of Black law graduates

By Larry 14X

(M.S. Stat Writer)
CHICAGO — The point most
consistently raised by
speakers at the National Bar
Association’s (NBA) 49th
Annual Convention held here
was the shortage of Blacks
within the legal profession.

SPEAKING AT an NBA
breakfast session, U.S.
Attorney James R. Thompson,
who enjoys a widespread
reputation as an anti-
corruption prosecutor in
Illinois' Northern District,
said his hardest job is
recruitment of Black lawye
into government. .

" While it is a customary-

excuse with corporate and

governmental officials to
claim an insufficiency of
qualified Black professionals,
the audience of Black lawyers
gave nods of concurrente as
Thompson charged
discrimination in law schools
and bias in bar examinations
as reasons for the shortage of
Black attorneys.

PUSH chief the Rev. Jesse'

Jackson, following Thompson. .

as speaker cited the ongoing
campaign to dissolve Black

. universities across the country

as basic to the decline in Black
schools’ production ot top legal
minds. ;

~He said top Black students
are flocking to reputable white

<id

schools, which opened their
doors to Black students
recently, conforming to quota
guidelines. !

THE REV. JACESON, SAID
that in the face of ‘‘opendoor,”’
assimilation provoking
gestures, a new facet of the
rights struggle is legitimizing
exclusively Black institutions.
Also concerning the shortage
of Black lawyers, Samuel
Cornelius, Office of Minority
Business Enterprise assistant

to the  President said the-

lawyer - constituency ratio
for Blacks was approximately
1 in every 6,000 compared to
one in every 600 for whites.
“But what is the NBA
doing?’’ concerning the

problem of Black law students
and bias in bar examinations
was the question of Stanley
Scott, former Director of
White House Communications
and presently special assistant
to the President.

Scott, speaking at the NBA
luncheon held at’ the
convention, challenged Black
attorneys to ‘‘take up a more
visible role” in social issues
affecting the Black com -
munity.

SCOTT SAID he considered
involvement in the forefront of
the struggle as ‘“‘part of the,
unfinished business of the
NBA.” He echoed the Rev.
Jackson’s remarks in urging-.

bonds between Black |ay
groups and progressive rights
organizations.

While he chided the
conventioneers for
complacency toward
prevailing social issues, he
contrasted the hustling,'
unethical ‘‘Watergate”' style of
white attorneys against the
more socially oriented Black
, practices.

"Along with Sam Cornelius,

who cited the need of Black / '

business and management
professionals for Black legal
assistance, Scott said that
Blacks should also focys on the,
corporate realm of the legal
profession.
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JAMES R. THOMPSON, U.S. Attorney of lllinoi left) tell |

NBA of paucity of qualified Black lawyers. Thr.l:v. (J'o‘:- Jc::lrs:n: ]i

h:::]') :'l'“"d attempts to restore academic integrity to Black i

::'iw"-m:::::'" group of Black attorneys listen attentively to 1
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spitals reap huge profits

While Blacks, poor suffer

By Lonnie Kashif
(M.S. Washington Bureau)

WASHINGTON, D.C. —
According to Mr. Ed Van
Natta, public information
coordinator for - the Joint
Commission on Accreditation
of Hospitals — out of 2,824
hospitals checked. last year,
“‘One out of four failed.”

MOREOVER, THE cost, for
just one<day observation in
most United States hospitals
has reached a phenomenal
$116. These.facts coupled with
the increasing ‘health plight of
America's mass of minorities,
spell ultimate chaos,
according to” Dr. Jesse L.
Steinfeld, former U.S. Surgeon
General. “What we have today
is not a medical system,” He
said, “‘but high-priced chaos.”

According to census
statistics, the present hospital
cost rose from $35 to $75 in
1970. A projection by Sen.
Abraham Ribicoff, made
recently at a committee
bearing, estimates that the
average cost of a day’s stay in
a U.S. hospital, will surpass
the $1,000 mark.

The outlook then is seen as
one where only the wealthy
will occupy the hospitals, while
millions of the poor/ will be
turned away for lack of funds.
The whole hospital business,
has become just that —
“‘business,”” ~with medical

entrepreneurs greedily moving -

to take over most major
American hospitals. According
to sources, the hospital
business offices made $36
billion last year, and it is being
estimated that the figure will
swell 17 per cent to $42 billion

by the end of 1974.

WHILE THE COSTS are
going up, the care of patients is
going: down statistics show.
For instance, projections show
that “pearly- 90,000 will die:
because of inadequate
emergency treatment, while
another 1,000 will die from
such things as adverse
penicillin reactions... another
48,000 deaths from needless
surgery.’

Carelessness and
uncleanliness abounds in U.S.
hospitals according to no less
an authority than Dr. Loyal
Davis, for 30 years chairman
of surgery Yat, Northwestern
University. He-spoke of his
horror upon visiting today's
hospitals: “‘I have seendoctors
with dirty, long hair touching
wounds — doctors with

offensive body odors, dirty

hands and nails and
nondescript and inappropriate
clothing.”

A “picture” of the U.S.
hospital today reveals several

types — all lacking in some

respect. There are the non-
profit hospitals, often
controlled by universities or
religious institutions;- these
are plagued ® today with
increasing financial trouble
because the “investor-owner
hospitals” are taking away
heavily-insured customers.
Then there are the few
community clinics and
hospitals run by diverse
federal agencies, offering little
more than temporary aid to
the health system.

There are the public
hospitals — the understaffed,
overworked, trainee interns

(many now' foreign exchange
students) workshop; they too
are disappearing as private
corporations take them over.
The hospitals of course, which
stand at the center of-the cost
spiralling morass, are the
privately-owned, profit-
making hospitals which cater
to the fully insured, wealthy
patients. These hospitals turn
away middle and low income
patients with limited or no
insurance.

PART OF THE cost of the
hospital fees results from the
war-like competition for
‘‘paying customers.¥’ A
scandal recently broke in
California over alleged
“‘auctioning’” of patients to
privately owned hospitals. ‘It
was found that the investor-
owned hospitals were offering
doctors $50 to $100 for
referrals. One doctor -was
quoted as saying, ‘“‘We never
let them get out the door until
they run up a bill of at least
$1,000.”

In recent months, more than
one-fourth of California’s
county hospitals have been
sold to private investor-owned
companies. The trend is said to
be évident in other parts of the
country. ,

To add to this greedy
business, the fear that the
stockholders will complain
about ‘‘empty beds” costing
them up to $20,000 per bed a
year, increased (unnecessary)
surgical operations are
allegedly being encouraged by
the hospital administrators of

‘these private hospitals.

AUGUST, 1974
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4 are entering into universal commercial business and we
S5 have the President of the Commercial world; fo helpus. ~ 7

WE, THE MUSLIMS, have credit and friendship throughout
Asia and Africa. WE MUST DO FOR SELF.

WE, are not going to be a “lazy Lozarus” lying af the rich
man’s gate. You will starve to death waiting for crumbs from
the white man’s table. We do not need to wait fo p‘ICk up the
crumbs from the rich man’s 1able, we, the Black People, have o
! o big world, anyway, THE EARTH BELONGS TO US, THE [
B BLACK MAN, but we must prove worthy of it. COME [
F

FOLLOW ME. f‘
: =

Your Brother, ELJAH MUHAMMAD,
MESSENGER OF ALLAH, TO YOU ALL.

ST AE S RO TR TR 0z

waAnTED|| WANTED

: A N01 Mcﬁ::ers
Headwaiter For

Commercial .

Report Directly to:

Messenger :
Report Directly to:
ELLJAH MUHAMMAD Messenger
4847S. W
. Woodlawn Avenue | | g\, o1 MUHAMMAD

Chicago, IHinois 60615
4847 S. Woodlawn Avenue

Chicago, llliaois 60615

Chicago, lllinois

and serving our
. Southside community

Nation of Islam
Information Genter

Offering: ® Tours ® Slides

@ Pictorial History of Nation’s Progress
@ Saviour’s Day 1973, 1974 films

78th Street and Cottage Grove Avenue

1
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e Asbemdascadas

_Pbope: 651-7600
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 MONEY
NECESSARY

] We need money for the job of self-

b help. We the Muslims, have been able

b to make ourselves confident in the eyes

% of the public in the way of self-help,

" and we hope to gain enough help to
. make ourselves self sufficient.

-Black Brothers and Black Sisters, do
all that you can to help me to put you
on top of civilization. Thank you. Allah
be with you. | am... 9

By

2]

. Your Brother, ELLJAH MUHAMMAD i
71 Messenger of Allah, to you all. i
B
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" Charles Howard applauds Muhammad’

By Alonzo 4X .
(News Editor)

CHICAGO — Charles P.
Howard Jr., the new president
of the National Bar
Association (NBA) pledges the
organization will change its
emphasis from a civil rights
orientation to a push for Black
economic empowerment.

Assuming his position after a
year as the organizations
president - elect, Howard said
“Times change and we have to
change also.

““We must make the NBA
more responsive to the real
needs of the Black community
and those needs are primarily
economic,”” he said at the
NBA'’s 49th Annual Convention

‘here.

Howard, whose father was
one of Muhammad Speaks’
first staff writers, was lavish
with praise for the work of the
Honorable Elijah Muhammad,
crediting " him with “‘thes
wisdom. to see the tremendous
importance of economics
before most of us.”

A practicing attorney in
Baltimore for more than 20
years, Howard said he would
make the NBA ‘‘more relevant

to young lawyers than ever

‘His proposed change of

;-direction ironically comes at a
time Avhen the NBA appears to
have a much stronger rapport
with younger lawyers than in
previous years.

Most young lawyers surveyed
at the convention expressed a
pronounced willingness to

work within the NBA
organizational structure.

This new ‘‘rappoachment of
the generations’” as one
veteran lawyer put it, was
greatly evident in the
organization’s staff elections.

Junius Williams of Newark,
N.J. was elected to a position
of 4th Vice-President, Golden
Johnson, also of Newark was
elected to the executive
committee, and William

Blakey of Washington, D.C.
was also elected to the
executive committee. Those
three also hold prominent
positions in the Young
Lawyers’ Division of the NBA.

Horace Harris, a young
Chicago lawyer, now employed
with the U.S. Department of
Labor in Washington, D.C.,
said the convention was '‘very
educational.”

He said he was particularly

jeased with the seminar
discussions of new fields for

Black lawyers.

] was very interested in the
discussions concerned Wwith
entering the fields of sports
and entertainment attorneys
for the purpose of raising the
funds necessary to really help
indigent clients in other
areas, ‘‘Harris explained.

In addilion to less
seierational division within

the NBA, a resolution was

passed providing for an
exchange of board members
between the National
Conference of Black Lawyers
(NCBL) and the NBA. This is
significant because the NCBL

was formed as a tacit protest, e

to the NBA's lack of activism.
The NCBL was formed in 1970

by, what one founder said was,

‘‘the most activist el its in

—To work for the integration
of the American legal system.

Critics claim the NBA has
become to conservative and
that it concerns itself
principally with conducting
annual conventions and little

1se.
Golden Johnson, of Newark,
N.J., a 1971 law school

k Bar vows

‘relevance’

s economic foresight

graduate, said she intends to
change the NBA's ‘“‘convention
syndrome."’

Newly elected as the
president of the NBA’s
Women’s Division, Ms.
Johnson said she would
develop ‘‘ongoing committees
capable of addressing any

issue that may come Uup
between conventions.”

The Women's Division was
initiated two years ago when
the increasing number of
Black women attorneys
compelled the NBA to develop
new ways to confront the
specific problems of its female
members. '

the Black Bar,” to respond to
the issues concerning Black,
poor and oppressed peoples
throughout the country.

The NCBL has been involved
in cases such as the Angela
Davis defense, the defense of
the Soledad Brothers, the
defense of Black servicemen
in a whole range of matters,
challenges to the_i,llegal
conduct by law enforcement

officers of _various states

toward the Black Panther
Party. and many other
controversial cases. o
Therefore, it was- assumed
that those Black lawyers with
“social consciousness™ would
joim the NCBL and those with a
“money orientation” would
latch on to the less risky NBA.
That dichotomy is no longer
accurate (if it ever was),
contends. the 30-year-old
Blakey who is chairman of the

Young Lawyers'  steering |
““We must participate in both

organizations,”” Blakey said.

“How can we just write the
NBA off?” the Louisville, Ky.
native asked. “‘Some of the
best Black legal minds in the
country and the most
substantial segment of the
Black legal community are in
this organization, and the only
reason it hasn't done what it
should’ve is because there's
been no one around to hold it
accountable.

‘‘We -intend to hold it
accountable,” Blakey said.

He said the Young Lawyers’
group has started a program
designed to induce young Black
graduates and law students to
join the NBA.

The 3,000-member NBA was
founded on August-1, 1925 in
Des Moines, Iowa by a group of
twelve Black lawyers; its
founding objectives were:

—To improve the education of
lawyers and advance the

i of jurisprud

—To improve
administration of justice.
_—To help preserve the
independence of the judiciary.

—To promote legislation that
will improve the economic
:Jolsxdilion of all citizens of the

_—To aid all citizens to secure
rights guaranteed by the U.S.
Constitution.

—To promote social, poltical
and economic intercourse
among all members of the Bar.

—To protect the civil and
political rights of all citizens.

the

(Photos by Emersan Muhammed)

NEW N.B.A. President Charles P. Howard Jr.
confers with'Judge Bernard Carey of Chicago
during luncheon (above). Young and old N.B.A.
members (top photo) set convention theme.
Williom Blakey (right) official in the NBA's
young Lawyer’s Division.
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