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By Marriett Muhammad

(Thiz 15 a continuation of
an answer to a letter from 3
middle elass sp-called MWe-
gro who 5 satlsfled with
him=zelf and feels otherz can
make it without help just like
he did.)

OUR FPEOPLE GET so
carried away with protest-
Ing about diserimination and
unequal opporiunities until
they over look or play down
the half-truths that exist In
the black communities. For
instanece, filthy copditions.
We say the slum aparimerts
have cockroaches, ete, The
price you would have to pay
1o buy a supply of insecti-
cides 15 cheaper than the
price you pay on cigareties.
. Mobady could make me
lwe with roaches even if I
had to spray everyday at my
OWHN expense. Sure, it's the
landlord’s duty to have the
building exterminated. Bu t
until he was forced to, I
wouldn't sit non - violently
arpund while the cockroach
army planned its next at-
lack. Since ypu appreciate
and understand the value of
being clean — why don't you
help teach olhers?

Soap Iz cheaper than
Hguor. There 15 WO excuse
far any poor person in this
eountry to wear dirty clothes
or live in a dirty home., We
must learn Lo better our-
Selves In the fundamental,
everyday things of life, too,
I mentlon thi=s because too
many of us are satisfied to
slt back and blame this so-
clety for all of iis evils with-
out trying to correct those
that are in our Immedfah_
power 10 correct,

THREE-FOURTHS OF our
people have to live on small
incomes. Yet, we get hooked
up behind every T.V. com-
mercial that is presenled—
commercialz that were writ-

ten with miiddle elass people
in mind. We get so far into
deblt buying clothes and cars
and gadgets till we Hever
have a chance to save any
money for a larger, better,
future purchasze.

How many of us drive the
best cars that are made up
to shacky rented homes or
apartments? How many?
The percentage I3 an un-
healthy one, I'm =zure. How
many of us celebrate the
holidays, golng all out to
have a good time and jump
Into 50 much debi till we
don't elear it up untﬂ the
next holiday?

We're ot to slop laughing
at ourselves like it's 3 big
joke and keep right on with
these things as if this doesn't
apply to oirselves, when we
know it does, If you can say
that these things don’t apply
to you, then do what you can
to get others straight. At this
mint, T would like to pa=s on
o everyone & wise liltle
verse that was written by an
eightiy-nine year old San
Francisco woman, Sister
Lenora.

“HE WHO KNOWS' =
He who knows

And knows not he knows

Iz azleep, Awaken him

He who knows not
And knows he knows not
Iz simple, Teach him

He who knows not
And knows not he knows not
Is a fool, Shun him

He who knows

And knows he knows

Is wise, Follaw him.
comething on vour mind?
Write and tell me about it
Harriet Muhammad
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