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By Iarriett

Muhammad

Dear Harrlett: T have five children from moy first hus

band who died sbout seven
married and had two childre
didn’t get zlong well because
very undependable. _

“WELL, MY teenage sons
from my first marriage have
been glving me a lot of trow-
ble. They Eeep telling me
that they don't want my hus-
band in the house  — that
he'll do us like he did be-
fore, |

Since his return, (he's
been back & month) my boys

i__have been glving me a lot of
lip — one of them even
seems b be making fun of
me when T try to disclpline
him. They do things to upset
me and then I start holler-
ing at them.

This really upsets my
husband and he sald the
other day that he hates to
come home because he can't

get any resi belween me and |

the kids Eecepinrg uwp such a
fuss. I try not o holler at
thern, but when I tell them
to do something and get no
response then I find mysel!
hollerlng automatically;

=i

ALS0, 5INCE he returned,
my husband and I have had
&4 series of argumcnts aver
money matters. He pripes o
lot over having to spend =o

_ much moncy. I get an.O.A.
8.D.I. check every menth
for myself and my first five
children and I get the fesl-
Ing that he thinks I should
make that do for them so
that he can have hiz owmn
money to do with as he
pleases,

We just seem to have one
argument after another and
I'm getting very emotional-
ly upset. My present hus-
band has improved a lot
and doesn't drink anymore
and is really treatlng me
better, but my sons (14 &
15) still make me miserable
and I sometimes feel I’
have to ask my husband to
leave just to keep them from
running away like they are
threatening to do,

What can I do to help
change things before I lose
my mind?

Mrs, C. S, Milwaukee, Wisc.

DEAR MRS, C. S.: There is
nothing as valuable as the
ability to communicate with
one another in order to clear
the alr and understand each
other more, I suggest you
arrange with your hushand
to have a famlly pow-pow
and have them once a week
until the situation improves.

Let everyone Involved ex-
press his opinion and talk
out their grievances, You
could set the pace by telling
your faults — like your hol-
lering and ask your sons and
husband how does this af-
fect them and why you feel

:t’s necessary for you to hol-

er.

UR~§2NS are not far

¥ears apo. Since then, I re
n by my second husband, We
he wsed to drink 2 lot and w3

from manhood kow and it

very possible that wvou will
have to develop a new way
of diseiplining therm and stop
hollering at them expecting
them to jump at your first
command like they used to

ido. It may be that they in-
tend Lo do what voo asked

bui are in the middle of a
project and would want to
finizh this first. You must
glve them more consldera-
tlon If you want to continne
being consldered by them.
Ask your sons if they will
try lo be more understand-
ing and give their step-father
a chance to prove that he
can be much better than he
used Lo be.
AS FOR the finance, your
husband shouwld be nformed
If he doesn't already know,
that he is legally responsible
for the entire family. He
shouldn't think that he ean|
eare for himself first and the
rest last, All monles should
be avallable to all, with one
persan in charge of expendi-
tures zo0 as to have beller
eontrol over what 1s spent,
He should also play a more
active role in disciplining
your t{eenapers as women
are known to have mueh
trouble in handling teenage
boys without 5. man ta help,
He takes care of them and
has a right to discipline
them.

Better relationships grow
with time and repetition.
Continue to work with your
problems regularly and con-
sistently.

Something on your mind?
Write and tell me about it.

Harrlett Muhammad
P, 0. Box 8382
Los Angeles, Callf, 50008

Hawaiians Disappear

HONOLULU — There are
only about 500 “'pure Hawai-
ians’' left in the islands, ac-
cording to a survey by the
Hawalil Civic Clubs Associa-
tion.

When Capt. James Cook
discovered the island in 1778
he estimated there were 300,-
000 Hawalians. Their blood
has been mixed by Inter-
marriage.
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